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HP HE necessity foi a revised and carefully Annotated Edition 
of the English Poets may be found m the fact, that no 
such publication exists The onl) Collections we possess con- 
sist of naked and fiequently impel feet Texts, put foith without 
sufficient hteiary supervision Independently of olhei defects, 
these voluminous Collections aie incomplete as a whole, fiom 
their omissions of many Poets whose woiks aie of the highest 
mtei est, while the total absence of entical and illustiatrve 
Hotes rendeis them compaiatively woithless to the Student 
of our Hational Literatuie 

A few of our Poets ha\ e been edited sepaiately by men well 
qualified for the undertaking, and selected Specimens have 
appeared accompanied by notices, which, as far as they go, 
answer the puipose for which the) were intended Put these 
do not supply the want which is felt of a Complete Body of 
EnglishPoetry, edited throughout with judgment and integrity, 
and combining those features of leseaicb, typogi aphical ele- 
gance, and economy of price, which the piesent age demands 

The Edition now pioposed will be distinguished from all 
preceding Editions in man^ important respects It will include 
the woiks of several Poets entirely omitted fiom pievious Col- 
lections, especially those stores of Lyrical and Ballad Poetiy 
in which our Liteiature is richer than that of any other Country, 
and whicn, independently of then poetical claims, are peculiarly 
interesting as illustrations of Historical Events and National 
Customs 

By the exercise of a strict principle of selection, this Edition 
will he rendered intrinsically more valuable than any of its pie 
decessors The Text will m all instances be scrupulously col- 
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lated, and accompanied by Biographical, Cntical, and Historical 
Notes 

An Inteobtjctoey V olume will present a succinct account 
of English Poetiy fiorn the eailicst times down to a period 
winch will connect it with the Series of the Poets, thiough 
whose Lives the History of our Poetical Literatuie will be 
continued to the piesent time Occasional volumes will be 
introduced, m which Specimens, with connecting Notices and 
Commentaiies, will be given of those Poets whose woiks are 
not of sufticient intei est to be reproduced entire The im- 
portant matenals gatheiedfiom previously une\plored sources 
by the re-eaiches of the last quaiter of a century will be 
embodied w heievei they may be available in the general design, 
and by these means it is hoped that the Collection w ill be more 
complete than any that has been hitherto attempted, ancl that 
it will be lendered additionally acceptable as comprising m its 
course a Continuous History of English Poetry 

By the ar* angements that w ill be adopted, the Woiks of the 
principal Poets may be purchased sepaiately and independently 
of the lest The Occasional Volumes, containing according 
to circumstances, Poetry of a particular Class or Period, Col- 
lections illustrative of Customs, Manners, and Histoncal 
events, or Specimens, with Critical Annotations, of the Minor 
Poets, will ako be complete m themselves 

As the works of each Poet, when completed, will be indepen- 
dent of the rest, although ultimately falling into their places 
m the Senes, they will be issued irrespective of chronological 
sequence This arrangement will piesent a greater choice 
and vanety m the selection from month to month of poets of 
different styles and periods, and at the same time enable the 
Editor to take advantage of all new sources of information 
that may be opened to him in the progress of publication 
General Title-pages will be finally supplied foi combining the 
whole Collection into a chronological Series 
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POEMS 


OF 

SAMUEL BUTLER 


HUDIBEAS 

PART II — CANTO III 

T 4JRGUniE>T 

The knight, with various doubts posses^ed*^ „ 

To win the lady goes in quest * t 

Of Sidrophel the Rosiciucian, - 

1 o know destinies 1 evolution 
With whom being met, they both chop logic 
About the science astrologic , 

Till falling fiom dispute to fight, 

The conjuiu s woisted by the knight 

D OUBTLESS the pleasure is as jpeat 
Of being cheated, as to cheat 
As lookeis-on feel most delight, | 

That least peiceive a jngglei’s sleiglr^^*^ 

And still the less they nndei stand, 

The more th* admire Ins sleight of hand 
Some with a noise, and gi easy light, 

Aie snapped, is men catch larks by night, i 

* r l hib familiar couplet appiopmtelj introduces the subject of the 
c mto, which is to expose the knaveries of astrologers, fortune tellers, 
uid other classes of cheats, who, undei the maA of the learned pro- 
fessions impose on the credulity of mankind Swift has enlarged 
« upon the suggestion m ti eating of the plcasuies of mental delusion 
I he happiness of life consists in being well deceived ’ — See Talc oj a 
Tab 

t Alluding to the method of fowling m the night, by the low -bell, a 
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Ensnai ed and liampcied by tlie soul, 

As nooses by the legs catch fowl 
Some, with a medicine, and leeeipt, 

Aie diawn to nibble at the bait, 

And though it be a two-foot tiout, 

’Tis with a single han pulled out ' 

Otheis believe no voice t’ an oigan 
So sweet as lawyci’s m his bai-gown, 

Until, with subtle cobweb-cheats, 

They’ie catched m knotted law, like nets, 

In which when they are once imbi angled, 
The moie they stir, the moie they’ie tangled, 
And while then pluses can dispute, 

Theie’s no end of th’ lmmoital suit 
Otheis still gape t’ anticipate 
The cabmet-designs of f ite, 

Apply to wizaids, to foieseo 
Wliat shall, and what shall never he , 

And as those vultuies do foibode, 

Believe events piovo bad 01 good 
A flam more senseless than the xogueiy 
Of old aiuspicy and auguiy, t 


a bell, then blinding them with a light, when they were easily taUn 
r J his mode of ensn mng buds is hciecompn cd to the course adoptc d by 
the samts foi eusnumg then congiegitions by morning and evening 
lectures delivcied b> cmdle light The mode of c itching birds by 
the low bell is thus described in an old trcitise on low 1 mg — Ifue 
note, that the sound of the low bell makes the biuls lie close so that 
they dare not stn whilst jou ue pitching tlie net lor tlie sound 
thereof 13 dreadful to them but the sight ol the fire much moie 
terrible, which makes them mstmtl> lly up, and they become entangled 
m the net ’ — Gentleman* 6 Itecr eation It is illuded to m the bill ul ol 
St Geoige — 

As timoious larks amazed aie 
With light and with a low -bell 

* That is, that people whom it would be difficult to impose upon m 
the ordmaiy aflair& of life aie easily gulled bv medical <pi icks 

t Divination by aruspicy was that diawn hom the sicufice of beasts 
including both theobsen ationof their ppeai nice bcfoic tlicywciesl nn 
and the examination of their enti ails Ac , iflei Dn m ition hv auguiy 
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That out of gai bages of cattle 
Piesaged tli’ events of tmce oi battle , 
Fiom flight of buds, 01 chickens peeking, 
Success of gieat’st attempts would xeckon 
Though cheats, yet moie intelligible 
Than those that with the stais do fubble 
This Hudibias by proof found tiue, 

As m due time and place well shew, 

Foi he, with heard and face made clean, 
Being mounted on his steed again 
And Ptalpho got a cock-horse too, 

Upon his beast, with much ado 

Advanced on foi the widow’s house, 

T 5 acquit himself, and pay Ins vows , 
When various thoughts began to bustle, 
And with his mwaid man to justle v 
He thought what dingei might acciue, 

If she should And he swoie untrue, 

Oi if his squiie 01 he should fail, 

And not be punctual m then tale, 

It might at once the imn piove 
Both of his honour, faith, and love 
But if he should foibeai to go, 

She might conclude he ’ad broke his vow, 
And that he duist not now, foi shame, 
Appear m couit to tiy his claim 
This was the pen’woith of his thought, 

To pass time, and uneasy tiot 

Quoth he, 4 In all my past adventures 
I ne’ei w as set so on the tentei s, 

Or taken taidy with dilemma, 

That eveiy way I turn does hem me, 


songs of buds The Romans had then augrnal staff and augural 
books, and auguis vteie specialty appointed to predict events fiom the 
flight singing and feeding oi birds 

* It has been well observed of Hudibras that he is perpetually 
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And with mextncable doubt. 

Besets my puzzled wits about 

Foi though the dame has been my bail, 

To free me flora enchanted jail, 

Yet, as a dog, committed close 

For some offence, by chance breaks loose, 

And quits his clog, but all m vain, 

He still draws after him his chain 
So though my ankle she has quitted, 

My heait continues still committed, 

And like a bailed and mampnzed lover, 
Although at large, I am bound over 
And when I shall appear m court 
To plead my cause, and answer for’t, 
Unless the judge do paitial prove, 

What will become of me and love? 

Foi if m oui account we vaiy, 

Or but m cncumstance misoany, 

Or if she put me to strict proof, 

And make me pull my doublet off, 

To shew, by evident record, 

Writ on my skm, I’ve kept my word, 
How can I e’er expect to have her, 
Having demuned unto her favour? 

But faith, and lo\e, and honour lost, 
Shall be reduced t’ a knight o’ th’ post 1 * v 
Beside, that stnppmg may pi event 
What I’m to piovc by argument, 

And justify I have a tail, 

And that way, too, my proof may fail 
Oh * that I could enucleate, f 
And solve the problems of my fate , 

Or find, by necromantic art,! 

How far the destinies take my part, 


* Seeaol 1 p <58, note t 

t Litei ally, to take out tlic kunel , to open as a nucleus 
i Ntciomancy propeily is the power ol obtmimga knowledge of 
c'vent'' by communication with the dead It is common.!} undei stood to 
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Foi if I were not more than ceitain 
To wm and weai hei, and hei foi tune, 

I’d go no farthei m this couitslnp, 

To hazard soul, estate, and woiship 
Toi though an oath obliges not, 

Where any thing is to he got, 

As thou hast pioved, yet his piofane, 

And sinful, when men sweai m yam ’ 

Quoth Ralph, c Not far from hence doth dwell 
A cunning man, hight Sidiophel/ 

That deals m destiny's daik counsels, 

And sage opinions of the moon sells, 

To whom all people, fai and neai, 

On deep importances repair 
When hi ass and pewtei hap to stray. 

And linen slinks out o’ the w ay ,f 
When geese and pullen ] aie seduced, 

And sows of sucking pigs aie chowsed. 


imply an mtucouise with evil spirits, and has hence acquired the 
name of the bl ick art 

* * Ihcie was a deformed old gentleman called Sir Pxul Neal, who, 
they say, sat foi the pictuie ot Sidiophel m Hucltbia s md about town, 
was called the Loid Shaftesbuiy’s gioom bet iu«e he watued his males 
(I forbear the \ulgar woid) in Hyde park with Rhenish wine md 
sugar, and not seldom a bait of cheese cakes * — Koi th s F seamen p <5o 
This &ir Paul Neal is said to ha\ e constantly affirmed th it Hudibras 
was not wntten by Butlei, who may have taken his revenge upon lam 
by holding him up to ndicule m this lmigmaiy porti xit It is more 
likely, however that Sidiophel was intended for William Lilly the 
astrologei , to whom the chai icter dnectly apphe& in its mam paiticu- 
lais, tor ilthough Lilly did not condescend to the smxli arts ascubed 
to Sidiophel, he was consulted by ‘ all people far and mai on deep 
importances The most eurious account of Lilly is to be lound m his 
autobiography 

t fen John Beikenhead bantered Lilly m a pamphlet on his pre 
tended skill m finding lost things but, whatever lus piactice may 
have been, he piotessed to resrxid that bunch of astiology with 
contempt Speaking of one Lv ms, who followed the black ait 
in the congenial region ot Gunpowder alley, LiU) says, tint he had 
‘foimerly had a cure of souls m Stafioidshire, but now was come to 
try his fortune m London being in a manner enforced to fly foi some 
offences very scandalous committed bv him m those puts where ho 
had lately lived for he gave judgment on things lost the only shame 
of astrology ’ — Life t Poultiy hi pcnde 
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When cattle feel indisposition, 

And need th’ opinion of physician, 

When mm lam leigns in hogs 01 sheep, 

And chickens languish of the pip , 

When yeast and outw u d means do fad, 
And Inn e no powei to woik on ale, 

When huttei does lefme to come, 

And loae piovcs cioss mcl humouisonm, 

To him with questions, and with mine, I 
They for disco \eiy Hock, 01 cm mg 5 
Quoth Hudibias, e This Sidiophel 
T’vc heaid of, and should like it well, 

If thou canst piove the samts have fieedom 
To go to soiceieis when they need ’em ’ 
Sa^s lialpho, 4 Theie’s no doubt of that, 
Those pimciples I quoted late 
Pi ove that the godly m ty allege 
For any thing then pnvilege, 

And to the de\il lnmself m ly go, 

If they h tve motives tlieieunto 
Foi as theic is a wai between 
The devil and them, it is no sm 
If thev, by subtle stiatage m, 

Make use of linn, as he does them 
Has not this piescnt pail lament 
A ledge l to the devil sent, 

Fully empowcied to tie it about 
Finding levolted witches out'* * * § 

And has not he, within a yeai, 

Hanged thieescoie of ’em m one shue? 
Some only foi not being di owned, | 

And some foi sitting above giound,§ 


* * When a countiy wench cmnot get lier buttei to come, she -.ass 
the witch is m it ’ — Sfidln — Table Tall Ai Peace 

t Lilly gi\es t lemarkible example m the cise of Sn Bulstrodc 
Whitlooke, lesptctmg whose sickness he was consulted m this wiy Tn 

Mis Lisle lhc lady w is iftei \ uds bt headed at YV mr hesta, for h u 
bounm, one ol Monmouth’s tollow us J Sce\ol i p iS5 notef 

§ One ol the methods of tiding a witch was to set ha in the middle 
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Whole days and nights, upon then bieeches, 
And feeling pain, weie hanged foi witcheb , 
And some for putting knavish tucks 
Upon gieen geese and tui key-chicks, 

Oi pigs, that suddenly deceased 
Of gnefs unnatuial, as lie guessed , 

Who aftei picrved lmnself a witch, 

And made a xod ioi his own hieech 
Did not the tletil appeal to Maitm 
Luthei m Geimany ioi ceitain? 


of a 100m with hci logs tnd acioss, ■'O that mcipable of motion, v a 
with hei whole weight lestmg m a peipendiculai position the circuli- 
tion of the blood would become impeded and considerable pirn and 
suffei mg would ensue In this attitude she was kept to make her 
confess, without food 01 sleep foi fom-md twenty houis 

*■ The whole of the pieceding pisige lefus to 31 ithew Ilopkins 
the witch finder, who m 1644, and the two following >ears, biougl t 
some hundicds of poor w 1 etches to the gallows, mcl was highly 
rewarded by the pailiament foi Ins sen ices He was regulaily 
appointed to the function, and took the style and title of witch lmcler- 
gcneial In one yeai alluded to m the text, he hanged threescoie 
witches m the county of Suffolk alone Hopkins published a pamphlet 
with the following title which fully explains its contents and the 
ofheial quality of the wntci The Discoid]/ of Hitches vi cmsul? to 
stvci al queries latdy d huied to tin Tudq<s ot Abi>i e for tin county of 
JSorjoll , and non publish d by 1 latlnw Iloy 1 ins, u itch undo , joi the 
benefit of the uholi 1 nu/dom 1(47 In this tuatisc he shows how lie 
obtained Ins expenence and knowledge of witches m the Hunched of 
F sex, whue he lived how lie cune to Inow the maiks by which 
witches weie to be detected and what trials and tests he put them to, 
&-C Sogieat w is the consternation litpioduecd unongst the old women, 
tint numbeis ot them eime fiom gieit distmces \olimtnity to be 
evammed hoping by thus demonsti atmg then innocence to escape 
condemnation, with what lesult maj be seen fiom the following 
passage * Ihe deni 0 policy is great, says be, *m peisuadmgmanj of 
them to come of then own aceord to he tried perauaong them then 
marks arc so close they shall not be loimd out, so as dims hav e come 
ten 01 twelve miles to be seaiched ot then own accoid, and hanged 
foi then laboui Hopkins, at list, overreached himself by these 
nefarious ciuelties and was at last put to the same torture lnm«elf he 
had so often inflicted on others Hi Hutchinson, refilling to the 
above couplet ot Butlu s, sav «, ‘ Ihise two 'verses iclite to that 
which I have often heud, tin* Ilopkms went on si n thing and 
swimming the poor cicatuies till some gentlemen, out of indignation 
at the baibarity took him md tied Ins own thumbs and toes as he 
U"ed to tie otheis, and when he was put into the w iter lie himself 
swam as they did This cleaied the counti } of lum — HiUomal Ft>i,ay 
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And would have gulled him witli a trick, 
But Mait -was too, too politic ' 

Did he not help the Dutch to pmge, 

At Antwerp, then cathedial chinch H 
Sing c itches to the saints at Mascon, 

And tell them all they came to ask him 
Appear m diveis shajies to Kelly § 

And speak i* th’ Nun of Louduns belly ^ j| 


* Luther himself recot ds his disputations with the devil, m his book 
do Missa prwata 

t feti ad i si>s tint when the common people of Antweip broke 
open the C ithedral dui mg i tumult m the beginning of the Civil W u , 
theie weie sever il denis veij- busy amongst them helping them to 
dcstioy the slnmes md muges 

t lhe exploits of the devil m the house of M Pei re and, a minister 
of the reformed, chmch it Mascon, m burgundy, weie i el \ ted m a 
tract wntten bv M Pcirenud it the time oi the alleged oecunence, 
i6iz, but not published foi fifty one } ears aftei w uds 1 lie ti ict w is 
ti ansi ited into Lnglish by Petei de Moulin 1 he conduct of the devil on 
tlusocc ision ippcusto huebeen muked bv i deviation from the pne 
tices usuallj. isenbed to him ioi m iddition to sn itches of impious 
and licentious vuse he sometimes indulged Ins heners by singing 
psilms Ralph e ills M Puiemds people by the contcmiituous 
epithet of o unto, bee mse they belonged to the Gcncv a sect 

§ bdw ird Ivclly was bom at Moiccster about i55i md bied m 
apotliu ii} He was tlic issociate and issistant of the famous I)i D< t, 
who entci tamed so high m opinion of his skill in clumistiy tint he 
ippointed him his seci oi specul itoi Kell) s dutieb m this c ip icity 
seem to have consisted m keeping i reeoid of the revel itions nude by 
the mgels or demons th it uppe lied m the speculum It was s ud th it 
lie l used a de ul bod> in Lincister loi winch lie lost Ins etis He 
advocitcd the doctime ol a pluiahty oi wives winch he pretended 
he lnd been enjoined to obsuve by a corrimumcition horn the 
mgels IvcUv went into Poland with Di Dee fiom thence to Gei 
man}, where he wa* kmglited by the empcioi He w is aflciwirds 
imprisoned for a cheat, md died fiom the effects of a fill m making 
Ins escape 

|| lhe Hidoire des Diabk s de Loudun w as published at Amsterdam m 
i<593, many >eirs aftu the cncumstinces it lei ites tool place Uiban 
Giandiei, euiate and canon of Loudun, a m in of handsome person and 
gi eat eloquence, mcui led the enmity of the monks by his pojnilnity 
amongst women, and his alleged opposition to the celibacy of the 
pnestliood He was chaigcd with licentious conduct in the church of 
which lie was curate, but he earned the case befoie the president of 
Poitiers and was fmall} acquitted Not long after, someUisulme nuns 
of Loudun weie leported to be possessed of devils and Grundiei s 
enemies accused him of bung the author of the 4 possession. — th it is, of 
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Meet with the parliament’s committee, 
At "Woodstock, on a peisonal tieaty'Z" 
At Saiiim take a cavalier, 

I* th’ cause’s seivice, pusonei ? 

As Witheis, in immoital rhyme, 

Has registeied to aftei-time t 
Do not oui gieat lefoimers use 
This Sidrophel to loihode news,']. 


having used witchcraft with the sisterhood In older to make suie of 
their victim, they influenced Caidmal Richelieu against him by de- 
nouncing him as the author of a ceitam sitire upon the Caidmal s 
pei son and family Grandier was immedi itely ail csted 1 he tnal took 
pladfe m August, i <534 The devils were intei logated m the peisonsof 
the nuns and upon this evidence Grandier was com ictcd of magic and 
witehci lit, and sentenced to be bui led alive, and his ashes to be 
thrown up into the air He is said to have met his fate with fortitude 

* A cucumstantial nairatrve of the annoyances inflicted upon a 
Parliamentary Committee sitting at Woodstock m 1649 by the visita- 
tions of the de\il or some of Ins imps is given by Hi Plot in his Hat 
History of Oxforchht e S11 Walter Scott has made a fiee use of the 
details m his romance of Woodstocl The co issioneis weie sent to 
Woodstock to value the palace and demesne soon aftei the execution of 
Chailes I hut had scarcely taken up their lesidence m the kings 
apaitments when they were thiown into consternation by a series of 
mcxplic ible disturbances The furmtuie of the 100ms seemed to be 
suddenlv in spued with vitality, the beds weie lifted, the provisions 
scattutd about and the commissioners pelted with billets, and drenched 
with pails of dirty water At list, this unaccountable peisecution 
became so alaimmg, 111 spite of the psalms and prayers resorted to m 
the hope of laying the eul spmt, that the commissioneis were com- 
pelled to make their escape, and leave Satan m possession of the pre- 
mises It was aftei wards disco; ered fhat the whole affau was con- 
tuved by the Seeietaiy of the Committee, with the aid of his fellow- 
sen ants, to dme the inquisitors fiom the ro\ al mansion Ralph says 
that the commissioners met the devil at Woodstock on a personal 
treaty — a sly muendo agamst the parliament, who refused to enter 
into a personal treaty with the king 

t Refeiimg to a doggrel ballad by Withers on a cavalier, who, 
being taken prisoner at Salisbury, and dimkmg the health of the devil 
on his knees, was carried off in a remarkable manner thiough a pane 
of glass 

t The enumeration which follows of the astrological services rendered 
to the parliament by Lilly is borne out by the account he gives of him- 
self in his autobiogi aphy When the army was quartered at Windsor 
he was sent for, and feasted m a garden by General Fan fax and 
w hen the km g w ent unto the Scots’ m 1 646, his judgment was desired 
as to how his Majesty ght be taken He was sent for also at the 
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To vnte of victones next yeai/ 

And castles taken, yet 1’ tli’ ail ? 

Of battles fought at sea, and skips 
Bunk, tv o yeais hence ? the last eclipse ? 

A tot il o a tin ow given the kmgl 
In Cornwall, horse and foot, next spring? 

And lias not lie point-blank foietold 
’Whrts’e’ei the close committee would ? 

Made Mars and Saturn foi the cause, 

The moon foi fundamental laws *2 
The Ram, the Bull, and Goat, declaie 
Agunst the Book of Common-.Pi ay cr? 

The Bcoipion take the piotestation, 

And Bern engage foi reformation? 

Made all the loyal stais recant, 

Compound, and take the covenant?’:}. 

siege of Colchestei and he tells us that the Council of State cave him, 
on motliei or c ision £50, and setth d a pension on him of £ioo a year, 
which lie tnjojed lot twoycirs llure ucnumeious nml ir instances , 
and it ippe irs tint on soeiil emu gem us he w is consulted by the 
Ttoyil p n t> ton hose interests, notwithstanding his connexion with 
the p irhament, he seems to have bten < *ccictly attached He con- 
fesses is much up to a certain period ‘ lill the year 1645,’ he says, 
‘ I wis moie Cuahei than Roundhead and so tiken notice of, but 
aftu that, I engaged body and soul m the came ot the Parliament * 
Notwithstanding this ho leccned fees liom the igcnts of the king 
afteiw lids, ad used as to where hi-s Mijcst} might most effectually lie 
toncealcd, and entcicd into 1 pi m loi his escipe from Cansbrook 
Castle 1 he ti uth is th it Lillj was 1 piolcssional impo&toi, ready to 
serve any peison put}, or sect that w is ible to pay him 
■* ‘In Oliver Ciomnells Piotectoislup Iwiote ficely and satmcal 
enough he wis now become Independent, ind all the soldiny my 
friends , foi when he w is m Siotl md, the dij of one ot then tights, a 
soldier stood with Amjhuis m Ins hand, md as the «cveril tioops 
passed by him, ‘ Lo,hcai what Hilly saith , you are in this month pio- 
rmsed uctorj, fight it out,bra\e b0}s’ md then read that month’s 
piediction **■ — LiLi/i s Life 

t Amongst the instances mentioned of his success m prognosticating 
victoucs Lilly paiticularly specifies his pi ophecy concerning the b lltlcof 
N iseby — ‘ I thciem made use of the kings natiut} and lmrhug that 
his ascendant was approaching to the quadrature ot Mais about June, 
n545, I ga\e this unlucky judgment If now we fight a victory 
stealcth upon us ,' and so it did m June, i< 545, at Naseby, the most 
fatal o\uthiow he ever had ’ — Life 

t Wai burton suggests that this passage is a hidden satire, and that 
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Quotli Hudibias, c The ease is clear 
The saints may employ a conjmer, 

As thou hast proved it by then practice , 
No aigument like mattei of fact is 
And we aie best of all led to 
Men’s punciples, by what they do 
Then let us straight advance m quest 
Of this profound gymnosophist, 

And as the fates and he advise, 

Puisue, 01 waive this entei prise ’ 

This said, he turned about his steed, 
And eftsoons on th’ adventure rid , 
Wheie leave we him and Balph a while, 
And to the Conjuier turn oui style, 

To let oiu readei undei stand 
What’s useful of him before-hand 
He had been long t’wai ds mathematics, 
Optics, philosophy, and statics, 

Magic, hoioscopy, astrology, 

And was old dog at physiology. 

But as a dog that turns the spit 
Bestns himself, and plies Ins feet 
To climb the wheel, but all m vain, 

His own weight bungs him down again, 
And still he’s m the self-same place 
Wheie at his setting out he was,t 


by the several planets and signs here recapitulated are meant the 
seveial leaders who took the covenant, as Essex; and Fairfax, indicated 
by Mars and Satui n &c 1 he ‘ royal stars, he thinks, allude to Chailes, 
Elector Filatme and Chailes II , who both took the Covenant 
* The gymnosophistu, a sect of Indian philosophers, derived their 
name from then usage of going with naked feet, and very little cloth- 
ing They lived m woods and i emote places, subs sted upon loots and 
heibs, abjured nine and never marned They believed m the immor 
t ility and transmigration of the soul, and placed their chief happiness 
m abstinence and a contempt of the goods of fortune 

t Didst thou never see 

(’Tis but bj- way of simile) 

A squirrel upend Ins little rage 
In jumping round a rolling ca D e ? 
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So m tbe circle of tlie aits 
Did he advance Ins natuial parts, 

Till falling hack still, foi letieat, 

He fell to juggle, cant, and cheat 
Dor as those fowls that live m water 
Are nevei wet, he did but smattei , 
"Whatc’ei he labouied to appear, 

Iiis undei standing still was cleai , 

Yet none a deepei knowledge boasted, 
Since old Hodge Bacon, and Bob Grosted * 
Th’ intelligible woildt he knew, 

And all men di earn on’t to be tine, 

That m this woild there’s not a wait 
That has not theie a counterpart, 

Hoi can tlieie, on the face of giound 
An individual beard be found 
Tint has not, in that foieign nation, 

A fellow of the self-same fashion , 

So cut, so coloured, and so culled, 

As those aie in th’ mfenoi woild 


The cage, as either side turned up, 

Striking a ling of bells a top — 

Moved m the orb pleased with the chimes 
Hie loohsh cieatuie thinks he climbs, 

But heie and theie turn wood 01 wne, 

He never gets two inches higher 

Prior — A Simile 

* Bogci Bxcon, a Iranciscan Imr of the thuteenth century, and a 
\olummous authoi , Bobert Giosted, 01 Grosseteste, bishop of Lincoln, 
contunpoi mcous with him was also a man of gieat learning, and said 
to hove wntten two bundled books He distinguished himself by his 
spirited resistance to the encioachments of the Pope on the rights of 
the X 1 nglish clergy foi which he was denounced by Pope Innocent 
He died m iz53 and was buned at Lincoln The Pope ordeied a 
letter to be written to Henry III , enjoining him to disinter the bones 
ot the bishop, cast them out of the church, and burn them, but the 
letter was never sent A list ot Giosseteste’s woiks is mscited m his 
Lijt, written by Dr Pegge The clergy suspected him of dealings m 
the bl ick art hence he was one of those to whom the Brazen Head 
was ascribed — See \ol 1 p 95, note t 

f See vol 1 p <55, note t 
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He ’ad read Dee’s prefaces Tbefoie^ 
Tlie devil, and Euclid, o’er and o’er,f 


* John Dee, eironeously stated m most iccounts of him to have been 
a Welshman was bom m London m 1 5 * 7 , and educated in Cambridge 
He travelled much abioad, acquned gieat leputation as a mithemati 
cian, and collected a libiaiy valued at i^ooo, and an extensive museum 
of mechanical and mathematical m&tiuments seals and other curio- 
sities Ihe fame of his vast knowledge, m in age of compaiative igno- 
rance and superstition, led to a general belief that he held mtei coarse 
with the devil, and on one occasion when he was absent the populace 
broke into his house and destroyed the greater pirt of his costly accu 
mulations Dee ittei this occurienee, actually fell into the delusion 
attubuted to him and undei an impression, real 01 pietended, that he 
could command the pi esence of spirits, he employed Kelly as his as 
sistant in his invocations A certain table was constiucted, and con 
secrated with mystuious ccremonuls, by the inspection of which Kelly 
was to be enabled to understand the revelations of the spmts The 
imposture was earned on for two jears when a Polish prince, Albert 
La&ki, Palatine of tenadia, arrived in Lngland, and, being a student m 
this kind of lore, pi ev ailed upon Dee and Kelly to accompany him back 
to Poland La»ki soon however giew weary of then conjurations, 
and contrived an excuse for sending them to the emperor Rudolph II 
who also speedily dismissed them They then went back to Poland, 
but being treated with contempt by the king, returned to Germany, 
fiorn whence Dee was ultimately expelled at the mterfeience of the 
Popes nuncio, and Kelly was thiown into prison Notwithstanding 
these failuics Dee was invited home by Queen Elizabeth, and tiavel 
ling in gre it pomp w as 1 ceeived gi lciouslj by her "Majesty He now 
resumed his studies, obtained a grant of the chancellorship of St P iuI s, 
and was afterw lids appointed to the wardenship of Manchester Col 
lege, whcie he lived fo seven years The charge of holding intercourse 
with spmts still subjected him howevei to a variety of pei&ecutions, and 
m 1604 he petitioned King James to be brought to trial that he might 
clear himself, but the King refused to countcn mce 01 protect him Dee 
soon aftei letumed to his old ltsidtnce at Moi alike, uid being de-ti 
tute of friends and pations, resumed his incantations, in which he was 
assisted by one Hickman, as he had formeily been served by Kell} 
At last worn out by > ears and poverty, he died m 1608 at the age of 
eighty, and was buiied at Mortlake Dees works are numerous and 
cunous and there is no doubt that m spite of the delusions under 
which he laboiued, ana the impostures he practised he was a man of 
remaikable attainments and extraoidmary industry A Journal of 
his proceedings m Geimanv and Poland, with a variety of letters and 
other documents relating to his alleged conferences with apparitions, 
was published b> Cisaubon in i659, and formed a subject of discussion 
for many years aftcrwaids 

f One of Dee’s woiks, published m i 57 o, was entitled Preface 
Mathematical to the Lnghbh Euclid published by Sir Henry Bdhnysby Knt 
II BUTLER 2 
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And all th’ mtugues ’twixt him and Kelly,* 
Le&cust and th’ empeioi wou’d tell ye 
But with the moon was more familial 
Than e’ci was almanack well-wilier^ 

Hei seciets undei stood so cleai, 

That some believed he had been theie. 
Knew when she was m fittest mood 
Foi cutting coins, 01 letting blood, 

When foi anointing scabs and itches, 

Oi to the hum applying leeches , 

When sows and bitches may be spay’d, 

And in what sign best cyder s made , 
Whelhei the wane be, or mciease, 

Best to set gailic, or sow peas § 


* See anti p i-, note § 

t I y Lescus is meant Albeit Laski, with whom Dee and Kelly 
tiavdhd into Poland 

t * He is the first tinctuie and rudiment of a writei, dipped as jet m 
the primitive blue like an almanack well wilier — CurvrLAMJS 
Chat acta 0 / a Diurnal maJ et 1 he almanack w ell-willor was the maker 
ot the almanack Well-wilier simply means w< 11 wisher, md was 
adopted by these astiological and mathemitical pretendeis to mark 
then relation to the sciences they affected to cultivate and advance 

§ Ihe influence of the moon on -vegetation was formerly recognised 
as an umrnng principle 111 the aff 111 s of husbandly luwa constantly 
refers to the paiticulai age 01 penod,of the moon when it was most 
advant igcous to plant tiecs, sow seed, or gathu li uit r J bus of g irlic 
and beans, which he says should be set m the w me of the moon on St 
Edmund’s D ly, the 20 th November 

feet garlic and beans at St Fdmund the king. 

The moon m the wane, tliueon hangeth a thing 

Fue Hundred Points of Good Husbandry 
He enforces the same doctrine again m February m reference to 
peas — 

feow peas, good trull, 

1 he moon past lull 
I me seeds then sow, 

Whilst moon doth giow —76 
Sow peason and beans m the wane of the moon, 

Who soweth them, sooner, he soweth too soon, 

That they with the planet may rest and arise, 

And flounsh, with beaiing mo^t plentifulwise — 76 
A note upon this p issage m the Ed of r 7 14 confirms to some extent the 
practical \alue of this advice Ihe writei observes th it, pei haps too 
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Wlio first found out tlie man f th’ moon,* 

That to the ancients was unknown. 

How many dukes, and eails, and peeis, 

Aie m the planetaiy splieies, 

Tfien airy empne, and command, 

Their seveial stiengths by sea and land, 

What factions they ’ave, and what they dn\e at 
In public vogue, or what m private , 

With, what designs and interests 
Each paity manages contests 
He made an instrument to know 
If the moon shine at lull 01 no, 


much influence ha* been sometimes ascribed to the moon m imal 
iffwis but not m the ciseof peas and beans, which, he si\s own 
duimg tlie mcica e, do lun moie to hawm and straw, and duurg the 
declension, moie to cod, accoidmg to the common consent of country- 
men Di Mavor, the last editor of iussei — Ed 181- — *ets aside the 
notion altogether * 1 hat the moon,’ he observes, ‘ lias a considerable 
effect on the weather few meteorologists will doubt but that the wane 
or the increase of this lummm promotes* or retirds \ egetation, pe? se , 
is contrary to reason and e\puience lhe ancients were guided by 
the age of the moon m felling timber an operation they always per- 
foimed m the wane Grafting took plice when the moon was on the 
mciease All the incidents alluded to m the text were distributed by 
the astiologeiS) m then almanicks and other prognosticating publi- 
cations undei paiticulai diMMOiis* of the moons* com se Him* as we 
leam from some doggiel published m 1710, it was cons deied advisab‘e 
to cut coins 111 the wane — 

F01 when the moon’s m her mcicase, 

If corns be cut they giow apace, 

Lut if you always do take care. 

After the lull your corns to pare, 

1 hey do insensibly decay 
And will m time w ear quite away 

Certain medicines were to be taken when the moon was m Cancel, 
others when she was m Vugo people weie to bithe when she was m 
Aquarius or Pisces, and to have their hair cut w hen she was m Libra, 
Sagittal ms, & c 

* 1 his popular notion is supposed to have been demed fiom the 
account of the man who was taken by the children of Israel m tne 
act of gatheung sticks on the babbatli and condemned to be stoned *0 
death — Numbeis xv d <\tq But how he came to be imprisoned 

111 the moon obseives tlr Douce, has not yet been accounted for 
lhe man m the moon * s i> s Litson, * is lcpiesented lem ng 1 pen a 
foije, on which he cames abu^h of thorn, because it was for * p\ cdiynde 

2—2 
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Tlwt would, as soon as e’ei slie slione, straight 
Whether ’twere day 01 night demonstrate, 

Tell what hex d’ametei to an inch is, 

And piove that she’s not made of gieen cheese 
It wou’d demonstrate, that the man m 
The moon’s a sea meditenanean, 

And that it is no dog noi hitch 
That stands behind him at Ins breech, 

But a huge Caspian sea, or lake, 

"With aims, which men foi legs mistake. 

How laige a gulph his tail composes, 

And what a goodly bay his nose is , 

How many German leagues by th’ scale 
Cape snout’s fiom promontoiy tail A 

stake’ on a Sunday that he is. lepoited to ha\e been thus confined 
Ch nicer, describing the moon, gives the following picture of its 
soli taiy inhibit ant, who, foi his theft is excluded from hea\en and 
doomed to peipctual impiibonment there — 

On her brest a chorle painted ful even, 

Beating i bush of thorns on his backe 
Which foi Ins theft might clime no ner the heven 

Testament of Cryseyde 

In Italy, Cam seems to be consideied the offendei , and, as remarked 
by Mr Douce, is alluded to m a very extiaoidmary manner by Dante 
m the Inferno, c x\ , where the moon is described by the penphiasis 
Cumo e le s pme 

A correspondent of Notes and Queries points out another allusion 
by D intc to the popular notion of Jus time tli it Cam and his thorn- 
bush were located in the moon ihe poet ib asking Beatuce to 
explain the causes of the spots on the moon s suifacc — 

Che son gh segm bui, 

Di questo coipo clie liggmso m tcira 
F m di Cain 1 \\ oleggiare altrui * — Paiadiso u 
But it it please thee, the dark spots explain 
Upon the smfice of this body shown 
TV hicli cause ou earth the fabling tales of Cam 

TV riciit s T } amlation 

lo this passage Costa appends the following note — Civo, danno 
occisione al \olgo di favoleggiare che nella luna sia Oamo con una 
forcate di spme 

* The blight and dark patches on the moon weie populailv sup- 
posed to indicate land and water By the assistance ol the telescope 
they are discovered to consist of mountains and y alleys, the toimei 
believed to be of a volcanic chaiaefcer 
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He made a planetaiy gm, 

Which lats would imi then own heads m, 
And come on pm pose to be taken, 
Without th’ expense of cheese or bacon 
With Inte-stimgs he nonld counteifeit 
Maggots, that ci i\\ 1 on dish of meat , ' 
Quote moles and spots on any place 
O’ th’ body, by the index face ,t 
Detect lost maidenheads by sneezing, 

Ox bieakmg wind of dames, 01 pissing, 
Ciue waits and coins, with application 
Of medicines to th’ imagination 
Flight agues into dogs, and scaie, 

With iliymes, the toothach and catanh § 
Chase evil spurts away by dmt 
Of sickle, hoise-shoe, hollo w-hmt,[| 


* The small stnngs of a fiddle or lute, cut into short pieces, and 
strewed upon warm meat, will contract, and appear like live 
maggots — N 

t Lilly tells us that some plulo ophers considered the head to he 
the model of the whole bud> any maiktlieie being the counterpart 
of a conespondmg maik somewhae el e but it docs not appear that 
he pi iced m\ tilth in that index lnmsclt lie ‘set his figuie when 
lie w mted to di co\ ei moles and spot© 
t By the use of charms and amulets 

§ It was a common belief that ceitam rhymes sevra up, and worn 
about the pei son would cine paitieulai di&eises belden lecoids a 
curious lllu-di ation of the influence of imigmation m these cases A 
peison of quilitv called on him at the lemple and told him that he 
had tw-o de\ils mins held Sclden concluded he was mad, but 
undertook to cuie him, desnmg to be left alone foi an hour In the 
meanwhile he tied up a cud m a handsome piece of tafflta with 
stnngs to it, and when his \ wtor returned hung it round his neck, 
charging him at the s ime time f o be vei> caieful and spanng m his 
diet, and to say his piajeis duly when he went to bed In a few 
days, his patient announced that he w is bettei but not quite w r ell , 

‘ so, says belden * I gave him another thing to h mg about Ins neck 
Three dajs afla he cm e to me to my chambeis, and professed he 
was now as well as e\ei he was m his life and did extremely thank 
me foi the gieat caie 1 h id taken of him — Table Tall 

|| Hor&e shoes wcie commonly nailed up o\er doors, not only to 
bung luck but as a piotection agunst witches Aubiej says that 
most houses at the wet end of I ondon m lu^ time, had the hoi sc 
shoe on the thieshold Bi and notes tbit m i797 man) hoise shoes 
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Spit fire out of a walnut-shell. 

Which made the Roman slaves iebel/ 

And file a mine m China here, 

With sympathetic gnnpowdei 
He knew whats’ever’s to be known, 

Rut much more than he knew would own 
What medicine ’twas that Paiaeelsns 
Could make a man with, as he tells us ; f 
Wliat hguied slates me best to make, 

On wateiy suifaee, duck 01 cliake, 

What bowling-stones, m running tace 
Upon a boaid, have swiftest pace , J 
Whether a pulse beat m the black 
Liot of a dappled louse’s back, 

If systole or diastole § move 
Quickest when he’s m wiath, or love, 

wen +o Ik seen on thic&holels in 'Monmouth stieet md Sn Hemv 
1 11 s counted no less tlun seventeen nailed against the steps of dooia 
m tbit stieet in 18 1 3 Only five or six remained m 1841 At the 
picscnt time [1855] there are not less than seven 
* Alluding to the ongm of the Servile war when Eunus, a slave, 
stimulated his companions to revolt by pietending that he had a 
commission fiom the gods to dnect them to take aims , and, m ordei 
to exhibit a pi oof of his divine authority, he hlled a nutshell with tire 
uni sulphiu and putting it m Ins mouth, bicathed out smoke and 
Haims while he addressed them 

f Taricelsus was bom neu Zrnich, m 1493 His father a physi- 
cian, instructed lnm in the science of medicine, but his education, m 
othu nspects was neglected, and, despising the ordinary ti icks of 
knowledge, he puisucd his own course of inquiry into the mjstencs of 
nature, which finally led lnm to adopt the most extrivagant and 
absurd theones lie travelled over ncaily the whole of Em ope, and 
is said to have visited Asia and Africa consulting all the piofessors of 
the black ait he fell 111 with, paiticularly such as pretended to have 
my acquamtamce with metallui gy, which was his favouiite study 
lie had a panacea cilled A/oth, which he said was the philosophei s 
stone, and which lus followeis regnded as the tincture of life Aftei 
a life of wandering and controvcrsv, he died m i54i»m an hospital 
at Saltsbuxg llie notion that generation can be earned on by 
mediemes or by sympathetic influences, was entertained by many 
writeis, nor is it yet wholly relinquished m Fiance, where treatises 
on the subject aie still m circulation 

% Ihe application of scientific pnnciples to plaj s and pastimes 
§ Ihe contraction and dilation of the hemt, b> vvli ch the cncula- 
tion of the blood is effected 
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When two of them clo um a lace, 
Whether they gallop, trot, or pace. 

How many scores a flea will jump, 

Of his own length, from head to i ump, 
Which Sociateb and Chsei ephon 
In yam assayed so long agone,~ 

Whethei his snout a peifect nose is, 

And not an elephant’s pioboscis, 

How many diffeient speciesest 
Of maggots bleed m lotten cheese, 

And which aie next of km to those 
Engendered m a chandlei’s nose, 

Oi those not seen, but undei stood, 

That live m vmegu and wood J 

A paltry wietch he had, half-staived, 
That him m place of zany seived, 

Hight Whachum,§ bied to dash and diaw, 
Hot wme, but nioie unwholesome law, 


* In the Clouth of Anvtophane* * * § , where a description is gn en of the 
method bj winch Socrates and Uiaerephon endeivouicd to measure 
the leap o t a flea, which had jumped fiom the head of one to thit ot 
the other lliey did not measuie it, howevu by the length ot the 
flea’s. bod> but by the sue ot its. foot which tin.} obtained by 
dipping its. feet into melted wax, then taking the when the wax 
hardened 

f bee \ ol i p 79 note t 

t 'llies.e lines weie, probably, intended to convey a banter upon 
Di Robeit Hooke whose scientific expeimicntis at this time occupied 
much attention, and occasioned some controversy In 1 665, Hooke 
published his Mici ogi aphia, containing description* of numerous, 
infusoria he had discovcied by magnifying glasses I he animalcule 
found m vinegar, the bites of which were absurdly said to occasion its 
pungency the structuie ox fleas and mites, &c , are treated at laige m 
that work Hr Hooke was Sccietary and Curator to the Rojai 
Society and was held m much esteem bj its members notwith- 
standing that he was chuged with pictendmg to more knowledge 
than lie possessed and claiming the mciit of discovenes which weie 
made by others lie was a mm of singul ir habits., lesened, penu- 
rious, and mistrustful , but of great constancy m hi* labouis During 
the last two or three yeais of his life, he is said to ha\e been so 
engrossed m his inventions and studies th at he nevei left his table, 
oi undressed, day oi night and in that condition, emaciated by toil 
and privation, he died m Maich, i7o„ 

§ bn Roger L Lstrange sajs, that this character was intended for 
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To make ’twivfc words, and lines huge gaps,* 
Wide as mendnns m maps , 

To squander papei, and spaie ink, 

Oi cheat men of then woids, some think 
Fiom this, by mented degiees, 

He’d to moie high advancement use, 

To be an undei-conjuiei, 

Oi journeyman astiologei 

Iiis business was to pump and wheedle, 

And men with then own keys urn id die, t 
To make them to themselves gi\e answers, 
For which they pay the neciomanceis. 

To fetch and cany intelligence 

Of whom, and what, and wheie, and whence, 

And all discovenes dispel se 

Among tli whole pack of conjuiexs. 

What cut-pui ses have left with them, 

Foi the light owneis to redeem, 

And what they daie not vent, find out, 

To gam themselves and th’ art icpute, 

Draw figmts, schemes, and horoscopes. 

Of Newgate, Bndewell, biokeis’ shops, 

Of thieves ascendant in the cait, 

And find out all by lulcs of ait 
Which way a sei\mg-man, tliats lun 
With clothes oi money away, is gone, 

Who picked a fob at holdmg-foitli, j; 

And wheie a watch, for half the woith, 


one Tom Jones, a foolish Welshman, it is also ascribed to one 
itichard Gieen, who published a piece of nbaldry eilled lludibras m a 
snare it is elsewhere said to lia\c been designed for Sir Geoige 
Wharton, and the authoi of the Lijc, printed m 1710, tells ns that 
under this chai actcr Lutler reflects upon the writer of the spunous 
Second Pirt of Iludibias 
* Alluding to the forms adopted by law-writers 
t Menchemus m his booh JDe Chat latanet %a Lruditorum , ed Amst , 
1 747, tells, this stoiy — N 

t Ihe cut pui^es followed their vocation at all public places, not 
only m the chaxiels ind chuichcs, and under the g Ulow b at executions, 
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May be redeemed , 01 stolen plate 
Restored at conscionable rate 
Beside all tins, lie seived bis master 
In quality of poetastei, 

And rhymes appiopnate conld make 
To every month 1’ tli’ almanack , * 

Wheie teims begin, and end, could tell. 

With then i etui ns, m doggerel, 

When the exchequei opes and shuts, 

And sowg elder with safety cuts , 

When men may eat and dunk their fill, 

And when he tempeiate, if they will. 

When use, and when abstain fiom vice, 

Bigs, grapes, phlebotomy, and spice 
And as m puson mean logues beat 
Hemp foi the seivice of the gieat, 

So Whachum heat his dirty biams 
T’ advance his mastei s fame and gams, 

Irut even an the courts of justice Ben Jonson s ballad, detailing 
theiypi ictiees nifoims us tint on one occasion a judge on the bench 
wag lobbed of his puise — 

/ At Woicevtu tis known well and even in the jail, 

/ A kmglit of good woiship did tlieie shew his face 

Agimst the foul sessions m jseil ioi to 1 ail. 

And so lost opsojacto lus puise m the place 
Na> , once from Ins seat 
Of judgment so gieat, 

A judge theie did lose Urn puise of velvcte 

At plays, and at sermons and at the sessions 
lis duly their practice such booty to make , 

Tei under the gallows, at executions 

lliej- stick not the stare abouts pluses to tal e 

Bat tholomew Fair, m 5 

Ihis ballad, consisting of the stanzas was afterwards punted with 
additions, under the title of A Caveat jot Cut put be* — bee Songs jrom 
the Bo amati&U , p 1 1 7 

♦ Alluding, peihaps, as Di Gie^ suggests to John Bookei, the 
astrologer, whose ‘ excellent verses ’ Iall> tells us upon the twelve 
months, fiamed accoi ding to the configuration of each month, being 
bkssed with success accoidmg to Ins predictions, proem ed. him much 
leputation ill over England* 
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And, like the devil’s oiacles, 

Put into doggerel lliymes Ins spells, 

Which, ovei ev’iy month’s blank page 
P tli’ almanack, btiajige bilks * pies age 
Pie would an elegy compose 
On maggots squeezed out of his nose, 

In lync nuinbeis wnte an ode on 
His mistiess, eating a black-pudden , 

And, when imprisoned an escaped hei, 

It puffed him with poetic laptme, 

His sonnets chaizned tli’ attentive ciowd, 

Ey wide-mouthed moital trolled aloud, 

That, ended with his long-eaied guests, 

Like Oipheus looked among the beasts 
A caiman’s hoise could not pass by, 

Eut stood tied up to poetry, 

Ho poi tor’s bui then passed along, 

Eut served for biuthen to Ins song 
Each window like a pilh ly appeals, 

With heads tlnust through, nailed by the eais, 
All trades lun m as to the sight 
Of monsteis, or then deal delight 
The gallow-ti ee, when cutting purse 
Eieeds business foi heroic \eise, 

Which none does hoar, but would have hung 
T’ have been the theme ot such a song f 
Those two togethci long had lived, 

In mansion, prudently contused, 

Wheie neither tiee nor house could bar 
The free detection of a star , j 


* A cant teim for baull Accoiding to Blount it is an Arabic 
woid signifying nothing 

t bo did he move our passions, some were known 
r l o wish, foi the defence the crime their o\\ n 

Denham: — On the Earl of Stafford's Trial and Death 
X *Tn i65z kfjurchased my house and some lands m Herbhain in 
the parish of Walton-upon lhames, m the county of Suney v here I 
now live llie pui chase of the house ami lands, and buildings, stood 
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And nigh an ancient obelisk 

Was raised by him, found out by Disk/ 

On which was written, not m wozcte, 

Put hieroglyphic mutef of birds, 

Many raie pithy saws, concerning 
The woith of a&tiologic learning 
Prom top of this theie hung a zope, 

To which he fastened telescope , 

The spectacles with which the stazs 
He reads m smallest chazactezs 
It happened as a boy, one night, 

Did fly his taisel J of a kite, 

The strangest long-wmged hawk that flies, 

That, like a bud of Paiadise, 

Oi liei aid’s maitlct, has no legs,§ 

Hoi hatches young ones, noi lays eggs, 

me m nine hundred and fifty pounds sterling, which I have very much 
augmented — Lieltc ’s Life 

* We learn fiom Lilly that Nicholas Fish was a licentiate m 
phvsic,born m Suffolk, near Framlmgham, of \ ery good patent ige, and 
thit he was educitcd at the countij schools studying isti olos^y and 
physic at home which he pi ictiseel at Golclie&tei, afteiwardb settling 
m London Lilly gives x high clmactei of him in his irt He was 
x pu son veiy studious libonou& of good appi ehuision and had by 
ln& own mdustiy obtained both m astiology, physio, arithmetic, 
i&tionomy, geomctiy and algebra, sineulii judgment, he would m 
astrology rcsohe hoiaiy questions xav soundly but was ex er 
diffident of Ins own abilities , he w is exquisitely skilful m the art of 
dnections upon nativities and hid a good genius m performing 
judgment tlieieupon, but very unhappy he was that he had no genius 
m teaching his scholais, for he nexei perfected any ’ — Life 
t llie dung of birds — 

Upon the oak, the plum tree, and the holme, 

The stock clo\ e and the black-bird should not come, 

Vi hose muting on those tiees do mike them glow. 

Rot cui mg Hypbea and the misletoe 

Browne — JBntain Past i 

t Tercel, the male of the gosshawk, called the gentle tercel on 
account ot its ti actable disposition Accoidmg to some, &ays Mr 
Halliwcll, the term was also applied to the mile eiglc 

§ The supposition that the birds of Pai adise— found m the Oriental 
islands and m ISew Guinea — have no legs may, probably , hive insen 
from the fict, thit then legs arc lichly feathered at the e\ti entities 
Le Blanc says that they weic called buds of Paradise, not only on 



28 


HUDIBRAS 


His tiam was six yaids long, milk-w!nte, 

At th’ end of wlncli tlieie hung a light, 
Enclosed m lantern made of papei, 

That fai otf like a stai did appeal 
This Sidiophd Ly chance espied, 

And with amazement staling wide, 

‘ Bless us,’ quotli he, ‘ w hat di cadfnl w ondei 
Is that appeals in heaven yondci 2 
A comet, and without a beaid 1 
Or star that ne’er hefoie appeared 2 
I’m ceitam ’tis not m the scioll 
Of all those beasts, and fish, and fowl, 

With winch, like Indian plantations, 

The learned stock the constellations, 

1ST 01 those that, di awn foi signs, t have been 
To th’ houses f wheie the planets inn 
It must be supeinatunl, 

Unless it be that cinnon-ball 

That, shot 1 ’ th’ an, point-blank upnglit, 

Was borne to that piodigious height, 


account of their heiuty, but because the vulgar, believing that they 
wcic found onlv aftei they were di nl, imagined they must li ive dropped 
out of lit t\cn Qlifie uc several species, the latest ot which is two 
h ct foui inches in length Jhe ‘heralds mutlct is afmcitul bud, 
sh iped like a m u tin 01 s\\ allow, w ith short tulN of fi atlicis in place of 
legs Tt is the distinction, m hualdn, of a fouith son 

* Hie st us are giouptd by astionomcis into constellations, to 
which they i si^n the nuncs of annuals lish Ac accoidmg to their 
lonns Bullci elsewhcie alludes to this aneicnt system 
r Ihat clcph ints aie m the moon, 

*1 hough we h id now discoveied none, 

Is c isily made m imfcst , 

Since, fiom the gicitcst to the least, 

All other stais and constellations 
llav e c ittle of all soits oi n itions 
And he a\ tn, like a J aitai & hoi do, 

With gieat and numeious dio\es is stored 

Elephant in the Moon 

f Signs, a pun between signs for public houses, and signs oi constel- 
lations m the heavens — 1ST 

5 The istiologu s called the constellations ‘houses, as being the 
dwellings, oi pi ices of abode, of the planets 
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That, learned philosophers maintain, 

It ne’er came backwards down again, 4 ' 

But m the an y region yet 
Hangs, like the body of Mahomet f 
Tor if it be above the shade, 

That by the eaith’s lound bulk is made, 
’Tis probable it may, from fai, 

Appeal no bullet, but a stai ’ 

This said, he to his engine flew, 

Placed neai at hand, m open view, 

And raised it, till it levelled light 
Against the glow-worm tad of kite,'}: 

Then peeping through, c Bless us,’ quoth he, 
* It is a planet, now, I see, 

And, if I en not, by his pi oper 
Piguie, that’s like tobacco-stopper, 

It should be Saturn § yes, ’tis clear 
’Tis Saturn, but w hat makes him there 2 
Hes got between the Di agon’s tail 
And farther leg behind o’ th’ Whale, |j 
Pi ay heaven diveit the fatal omen, 

Poi ’tis a piodigy not common, 


* Alluding to the absuid expenment related of some unknown 
philosophers who hied a cannon pomt-blank igamst the zenith, and 
then because the> could not hnd whue it fell, concluded that it must 
have hit the m irk 

f The fable ot Mahomet s eofhn being hung m a vault of loadstones 
forms no part of the belief of the faithful, and i 0 deuded by the 
Mahometans when, they hear it related by the Chileans It had its 
origin, probabl} , m the Mahometan tradition concerning the stone 
upon which Mahomet placed his foot when he mounted the beast 
Alborak on his ascent to heaven The stone, it appears, ascended 
also, and was checked by Mahomet, who put his hand upon it to pio- 
hibit it from rising any faither , and from that time to the present it 
has remained suspended at a considenble distmce fiom the earth 
The true believer still beholds the stone motionless m the air 

% The glowworm emits its light Horn the extremity of the ab- 
domen 

§ llie configui ation of Saturn, m some of the old books of astronomy 
is said to lesemble a pxrticulai foim ot tobacco stopper, having a. 
lound knob shooting out with two ends 

On some old globes the whale is deocubed with legs — IS" 
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And can no less tlian tlie world’s end, 

Oi ISTatuie’s funeial, poitcnd’ 

With that, he tell again to pi y 
Tlnough perspective, moie wistfully, 

When, by mischance, the fatal stung, 

That kept the towering fowl on wing, 
Iheakmg, down fell the stai ‘Well shot,’ 
Quoth Whaehum, who light wisely thought 
He ’ad levelled at a star, and hit it, 

But Sidiophel, moie subtle- witted, 

Cued out, ‘ What hoinblc and feaiful 
Poitent is this, to see a star fall 1 
It threatens natuie, and the doom 
Will not be long befoie it come 1 
When stais do fall, ’tis plain enough 
The day of judgment’s not far off. 

As lately ’twas levealed to Sedgwick,^ 

And some of us find out b;y magic 
Then, since the time we have to live 
In this woild’s shoitened, let us stuve 
To make our best advantage of it, 

And pay oui losses with oiu pioht ’ 

This feat fell out not long befoie 
The knight, upon the foienamed score, 

Tn quest of Sidiophel advancing, 

Was now in piospect of the mansion, 
Whom he discovenng, turned his glass, 

And found fai off ’twas Hudibias f 


* William Sedgwick, i fmatic il prophet and preacher, vho seems 
to have run through all the pluses ot sectan mism, bang ilucrnattly -i 
Presbyterian, an Independent, and an An ibaptist On one oec isiou , 
pretending that it had beeu revealed to him m a vision that Dooms- 
day was at hand, he letired to the house of Su Fiancis Kussell m 
Cambridgeshire, and finding some gentlemen it bowls, he called upon 
them to prep ire for then approaching dissolution Hence he acquncd 
the nickname ot Doomsday Sedgwick — See Wood s Jthev Oxon 

f It is evident fiom this line that Sidrophel was acquainted with the 
person of Hudibias, but Hudibus does not seem to ha\e known 
Sidiophel, except by repoit Whethei Lilly wa^ pu^on illy acqu untul 
with Sir Samuel Luke is doubtful A note m Giey s Hadibi as sa> s, it 
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c Wliacbum,’ quoth he, * Look yonder, some 
To tiy oi use oui ait aie come 
The one’s the learned knight, seek out, 

And pump ’em what they come about ’ 

Whachum advanced, with all submiss ness 
T’ accost ’em, but much moie then business 
He held a stnrup, while the knight 
Eiom leathern Bai e-bones did alight, 

And, taking horn his hand the bndle, 
Approached, the daik saune to unuddle 
He gave him fn st the tune o’ th’ day, 

And welcomed him, as he might say 
He asked him whence they came, and whither 
Then business hy^ Quoth Ralpho, Hithei * 

‘ Did you not lose’t — Quoth Ralpho, ‘ Nay ’ 
Quoth Whachum, ‘ Sir, I meant youi way 1 
Youi knight’ J — Quoth Ralpho, ‘Is a lovei, — 
And pams mtol’iable doth suder, 

Toi lovei s’ heaits are not their own heaits, 

Not lights, nor lungs, and so foith clownwaids ’ 

6 What tune’ — Quoth Rilpho, c Sn, too long, 
Tlnee yeais it off and on lias hung — ’ 

Quoth he, f 1 meant what time o’ the day ’tis,§ 
Quoth Ralpho , 1 Between seven and eight ’tib ’ 
c Why then,’ quoth Whachum, f my small ait 
Tells me the dame has a haid heart, 

ippears from Lilly’s Life that he w is , hut the only reference m that 
"book to bn Samuel docs not wan ant such an inference 

^ We learn from a subsequent line that the time was e\ enmg 
t He supposes, observes Dr JN ash , that they came to inquire after 
something stolen or strayed 

t The whole scene is ingen 1 ousty conceived Whachum cunningly 
extracts fiom Ralph the object of the knights visit, and afteiwards 
communicates it to bidrophcl m the picsence of both, by means of 
astrological phiaseology w Inch they do not understand This device 
enables the conjurei, much to the astonishment of Hudibras to speak 
upon the business with an appearance ot oriculai knowledge 
§ Whachum a second time thiows Ralph off his guard, by pretending 
thit he has mistaken his question , thus obtaining the mfoimation he 
wants without seeming to seek it — a sfci atagem which Ralph with all 
his knowledge of the uts oi conjurei has not skill enough to detect 
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Or gieat estate’ — Quotli Ralph, ‘ A jointure, 
’Which makes lmn have so hot a mind t’ hei ’ 
Meanwhile the knight was making water, 
Befoie he fell upon the mattei , 

Which having done, the wizaid steps m, 

To give him a suitable lecepiiort, 

But kept his business at a bay, 

Till Whachum put him m the way, 

Who having now, by Ralpho’s light, 

Expoimded th’ euand of the knight, 

And what he came to know, diew near 
To whispei m the conjurer’s ear, 

Which he pi evented thus ‘ What was’t,’ 

Quoth he, ‘ that I was saying last, 

Before these gentlemen ai lived ^ 

Quoth Whachum, ‘Venus you retneved ' 

In opposition with Mais, 

And no benign 01 fuendly stais 

T’ all xy the effect ’t Quoth wizaid, f So 1 

In Yu go « ha ” { Quoth Whachum, ‘ No ’ 

‘ Has Saturn nothing to do in it^’§ 
i One tenth ofs cncle to a minute ^|| 

<5 Tis well,* * * § quoth he — ‘ Sn, you’ll excuse 
This mdeness I am foiced to use. 

It is a scheme, and face of heaven 
As th’ aspects aic disposed this even, 

I was contemplating upon 

When you arrived, but now I’ve done ’ 

* Found. 

t Venus m opposition with Mars clearly meals to Sichophtl not 
only tli it tlieie is a mistress m the case, but that she is unfavourable 
to the knight s suit 

t lhe inswer indicates that the lady is not a virgin — consequent^ , 
by inference, that she is a widow 

§ By this subtle inquiry Sidrophel asks how long the suit has been 
going on, Saturn being the god of time 

| Saturn b periodical revolution round the sun occupies nearly 
twenty nine years and a half, the tenth of which term would be about 
the three yeais during which on and off, according to lialph’b com- 
munication, the courtship had lusted 
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Quoth Hudibias, ‘ If I appear 
Unseasonable in. coming heie 
At such a time, to mtenupt 
Your speculations, which I hoped 
Assistance fiom, and come to use, 

’Tis fit that I ask youi excuse ’ 

‘By no means, Bn, 5 quoth Sidiophel, 

The sfcais youi commg did foietell, 

I did expect jou heie, and knew, 

Befoie you spake, youi business too 5 
Quoth Hudibias, ‘ Make that appeal, 
And I shall ciedit whatsoe’er 
You tell me aftei, on your woid, 

Howe’ei unlikely, 01 absurd 5 

‘ You aie m love, Sn, with a widow, 5 
Quoth he, f that does not gieatly heed you, 
And toi three yeais has nd youi wit 
And passion, without di awing bit. 

And now your business is to know 
If you shall cany her, 01 no 5 

Quoth Hudibias, ‘ Youie m the light, 
But how the devil you come by’t 
I cant imagine, foi the stais, 

I’m sure, can tell no moie than a hoise, 
Hoi can then aspects, though you poie 
Youi eyes out on ’em, tell you moie 
Than th 5 oiacle of sieve and sheais, v 
That turns as ceitam as the spheies. 


* The mode of disco; enng a tliief by the oiacle of the sieve and 
theirs was performed m this wav the points of the shears were stuck 
m the rim of a sieve two peisous suppoitmg them with the tips of 
their lingers , a certain passage m the Bible was then read aloud, and 
St Peter and St Paul w ere asked whether A B, oi C (naming m suc- 
cession the suspected persons) w as the thief, and at the name of the 
thief the sie; e would suddenly turn out line is a very ancient mode 
of divination It is mentioned in the third Idj-lof Theocritus, the 
passage is thus lender^d by Cieeeh — 

To Agrio too, I made the same demand, 

A cnnnmg woman she, I crossed her hand , 

II BTFTJjEE 3 
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But if tlio devil s of youi counsel, 

Muck may be done, my noble donzel,* 

And ’tis on Ins account I come, 

To know fiom you my fatal doom ’ 

Quoth Sidiopliel, c If you suppose, 

Su Knight, that I am one of those, 

I might suspect, and take the alaim, 

Youi business is but to mfoim ,t 
But if it be, 5 tis ne’ci the near, 

You have a wiong sow by the eai , 

Toi I assiue you, for my part, 

I only deal by mles of art, 

Such as aie lawful, and judge by 
Conclusions of astiolo^y, 

But for the devil, [I] know nothing by him, 
But only this, that I defy him } 

Quoth he, ‘ Whatevei otheis deem ye, 

I undei stand your metonvmy,^ 

Youi woids of second-hand intention, § 

’When things by wrongful names you mention, 
The mystic smse of all yom teims, 

That aie indeed but magic chaims 


She turned the sieve and shears, and told me true, 

That I should lo\ c, but not be lo\ ed by you 
See also Pottei s Gi eel Antiquities Ben Jonson alludes to it — 
Searching for things lost with a sieve and shears 

ilchemist , 1 i 

It was commonl} practised m England down to the Restoration, and 
lmgticd long after amongst the peasantry m remote districts 

* A squuc page, or attendant Nares tiaces it to don~el — It , a 
squire, a young man The donzel was, generally, a person of good 
hirth 

f To give information against him which would have exposed him 
to immediate prosecution, the law against witches and conjurers being 
at that time cirned into severe execution — See ante, p 1 1, note * 

£ A figure m lhctoric by which one woid, or thing, is substituted by 
represent ition foi another, the effect for the cause, oi vice versa as, we 
say a man ‘ keeps a good table,’ instead of good provisions , or, ‘we read 
Shakspeare,’ meaning his works Hudibros hints that he understands 
the juggle of turns by winch Sidrophel endeavours to mystify him 
§ Woids not used in. their primary meaning 
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To laise the devil, and ean one thing, 
And that is down-light conjunng. 

And m itself moie wariantable 
Than cheat 01 canting to a iabble, 

Oi putting tucks npon the moon, 

Which by confederacy aie done 
Yoni ancient conjmeis were wont 
To make her from hex splieie dismount, 
And to their incantation stoop , k 
They scorned to poie thiongh telescope, 

Oi idly play at bo-peep with hei, 

To find out cloudy or tail weathei, 

Which eveiy almanack can tell, 

Perhaps as learnedly and well 
As you yourself — Then, ft lend, I doubt 
You go the farthest way about 
Youi modern Indian magician 
Makes but a hole in th’ eaith to piss m,t 
And straight resolves all questions by’t, 
And seldom fails to be i’ th’ light 
The Rosiciucian way’s moie sine 
To bung the devil to the liue, 

Each of ’em has a seveial gin, 

To catch intelligences J in 

Some by the nose, with fumes, tiepan ’em, 

As Dunstan did the devil’s giannam,§ 


* Camdia, the -witch m Hoi ice boasts of her power m this respec* * * § 
Also the witch m Ovid The poets ascribed it likewise to the influence 
of incantations — G 

t * The King presently called to his Bougi to cleai the an the con- 
jurer immediately made a hole m the ground wlieiem lie uimed ’ — Le 
Bl s Travels Ihe ancient Zabn used to dig a hole m the earth, 
and fill it with blood, as the means of foimmg a correspondence with 
demons, and obtaining then favour — 1ST 

X Demons or spirits 

§ St Dunstan was born m 9zS, became m succession Abbot of 
Glastonbury , Bishop of the united sees of London and Worcester, and 
finally Archbishop of Canterbury e died at the age of si vt> -four 
He was a man of gieat learning, accoidmg to the stindard of his 
age, boundless ambition, and consummate intrigue He studied the 
occult sciences, and during his retirement at Glastonburv dug a eaye, 

3 — 2 
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Otheis Vt itli chiracfcers and words 
Oxtcli ’em, as men m nets do buds, 

And some tv itli symbols, signs, and tucks, 
Engiavcd in planetaiy nicks, K 
AYith then own influences will fetch ’em 
Down fiom then oibs, arrest, and catch ’em. 
Make ’em depose and answer to 
All questions, eie they let them go 
Bombastus kept a devil’s bird 
Shut m the pommel of his swoid, 

That taught him all the cunning pianks 
Of past and future mountebanks t 
Kelly { did all his feats upon 
The devil’s looking-glass, a stone, § 


or gi xve, m the cxith, with a small aputuie for light, where he encl- 
osed Ins pm suit ot working m metals It was here he peiloimcd his 
iirvt ‘imrtclc * the incident xlludcd to in the text ‘ One night, sajs 
Oshome hi* biogi xphei, ‘the whole neighbourhood was alximed by 
tbe most ternfic bowlings md m the morning, on the people flocking 
nound him tomqunc tliecxusc he giaxclv informed them that the 
devil ln\ mg introduced his held into his window, fax the pui pose of 
tempting him under the form oi a w onnn he had seized him by the nose 
w ith 1 ed-hot pincers, w Inch Sat m not 1 dishing had uttei eel those alai m- 
mg cues — See also Butltt s Chat cuter of an Hermetic Philosopher 

* Figures and signs manged m oeiiam lelations with the planets 
and constellations 

f Bomb xstus w as the f xmily n ime of Pai acelsus — See ante, p 22 
note t Upon this pasaige Butler h is the follow note — ‘ Paracelsus 

is said to have kept a small de\ ll pusonci m the pommel of his sword 
which was the reason, pci lixps wliy lie was so valiant in his drink 
howsoacr, it was to bcttei pm pose than Hannibal earned poison in 
his, to dispatch himself, if he should happen to be suipnsed m any 
gieat extremity, for the sword would ha\e done the feat alone much 
better, xnd more soldiei like , and it was below the honour ot so great 
a commander to go out ot the world like a rat ’ — Ed 1674 

X See ante , p 12, note § 

§ The angelical stone, or speculum, ot Di Dee, who pretended that 
it was bi ought to lum by the angels Baphacl and Gabriel, with whom, 
he professed to be familiar He is said to have shown this speculum 
to Queen Elizabeth, and explained its pioperties to hei Accoidmg 
to some dcscnptions, the stone had the ippearance of a vole mic pro- 
duction, and was a species of vitrified lava, and other accounts m- 
foim us that upon examination it turned out to be nothing more than 
a polished piece of c mnel coal, of a encular form, with a handle It 
passed into the possession of the Earl of Peterboiough, at Dra>ton , 
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Wheie, playing with him at bo-peep, 

He solved all pioblems ne’ei so deep 
Aguppa kept a Stygian pug, 

I 5 th 5 gaib and habit of a dog/ 

That was his tutor, and the cm 
Head to th’ occult philosopher/ 

And taught him subtly to maintain 
All othei sciences aie \am ’{ 

To tins, quoth Sidrophello, ‘ Sn, 

Agnppa was no conjuiei, 

Hoi Paiacelsus, no, noi Behmen § 

Hoi was the dog a cacockemon || 

But a tiue dog, that would shew tucks 
For th 5 empeioi, and leap oei sticks 
Would fetch and cairy, was more civil 
Than othei clogs, and yet no devil, 

And whatsoe ei he’s said to do, 

He went the self-same way v e go 
As foi the Rosy-cioss philosopheis, 

Whom you will have to be but sorcereis, 

What they pietend to is no moie 
Than TiismegistusIF did befoie, 

thence fell to Lady Betty Gci mamc bv w liom it w as gi\ en to tile Duke 
ot Aig/le, who&e bon Lord Fit dene Campbell, pitbcnted it to Hoi ace 
Wilpole Pwb sold m 1845 at the disper&ion of the curiosities of 
btrawbeny Hill 

+ ‘Cornelius Agnppa had a dogthit was subpected to be a spirit, 
foi some tucks he was wont to do bevond the capacity of a dog, ab it 
was thought but the author of JSlaqia Adamica hab taken a gieat deal 
of pains to vmdicite both the doctor and the dog from that abpeision 
in which he hab shown gieat respect and kindness lor them both’ — 
JBuTLEr — Fd 1674 

f So called from a book ascubed to him, entitled De Occulta Philo 
sophia 

t Nothing can be moie pleasant than thib tarn given to Agnppa 9 
silly book, JDe Validate Scwitmrwm — Warblrton 

§ Jacob Behmen, or Boehmen, the founder of the sect of the Beh 
menis+s, was born m Uppei Lu&itia m i575 He had some knowledge 
of chemistry and pretended to have been posbessed of a dn me light 
He publibhed a great number of voiks lllusti atmg hib vibionaiy reli 
gious notions Behmen appeals to have been a fan itic, who deluded 
lum&elf in common with others il Simply an eul &pmt 

«jf ihe Hermes of the Gieeks, and Mercury of the Latins 
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Pytliagoias* * * § old Zoioa&tei, h 
And Apollonius then inastex,j 
To whom the}' do confess they owe 
All that they do, and all they know ’ 

Quoth Hudibras, — ‘ Alas 1 what is’t t’ us 
Whethei ’twas said by Trismegistus, 

If it be nonsense, false, 01 mystic, 

Oi not intelligible, 01 sophistic? 

’Tis not antiquity, nor authoi, 

That makes tiutli tiutli, although Time’s daughtei , 
’Twas he that put hei in the pit, 

Befoie he pulled her out of it,§ 

And as he eats his sons just so 
He feeds upon his daughteis too || 

Noi does it follow, ’cause a hei alcl 
Can make a gentleman, scaice a ycai old. 

To be descended of a lace 
Of ancient kings m a small space, 

That we should all opinions hold 
Authentic, that we can make old ’ 


* The Greek philosopher 

f Neither the age nor identity of /oioastu can be detci mined Bj 
some lie is said to li ive been the Ivmg ot the h ictnans who was si un 
by Nidus, and commonly reputed the mientor of m 131c Some m ike 
him contcmpoiaiy with Abiahun othcia pi ice him li\c thousmei 
ye irs bcfoie the Irojan war Hie di\ ei sity oi spccul itions arises horn 
the numbu oi historic il pci sons who ne know n bv the same name 

t Mastci of the Kosicrucians lie embraced the doctnnes of Pytha- 
goras, ind mu \cllous things are lei ited ot him lie was said to have 
been a magician ot exti iordinar> skill ind to ha\ e lnd the power of 
raising the dead, of making himself invisible and of bung m two 
places it the same time 

§ Cle mthes said, the ti uth was hid m a pit \es, saj s our authoi , 
but you Gieek philosopheis weie they who fust put hu theie, and 
then claimed to yourselves so much mu it for diawmg hei out again — 
WAKBimTO’sr, 

|| As S iturn or Time, is said to eat his sons — so he may also be 
supposed to dc\oui his daughteis, of whom 'll uth is one 
«U Ihe satne applies generally to the assumption of fictitious pedi- 
grees by the help of the hei "Ids but it hid a specul ipplication to 
the time of the Civil Wais, when man y persons who weie meanly bo n 
rose to wealth and power, and set up pretensions to an ancient 
descent 
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Quotli Sidiophel, ‘ It is no pait 
Of piuclence to ciy down an ait, 

And what it may penoim, deny, 

Because you undei stand not why, 

As Ayenois ' played but a mean tuck, 

To damn our whole ait toi eccentnc, 

Foi who knows all that knowledge contains 1 
Men dwell not on the tops of mountains, 

But on then sides, 01 usings, seat , 

So ’tis with knowledge’s vast height 
Do not the histones of all ages 
Delate mnaculous piesages 
Of stiange turns, in the woild’s affans, 
Foieseen. b 5 astiologeis, soothsayeis, 
Chaldeans, learned Genethliacs,f 
And some that have writ almanacks * 

The Median empeior dieamt Ins daughtei 
Had pissed all Asn under watei, 

And that a vine, sprung fiom hei haunches, 
O’eispiead his empire with its blanches, \ 


* A fimous Arabian law j ei and philo opher, who floiui&hed m the 
latter pait of tlie twelfth ccntur\ Hit. iithcr vis higli-pi est and 
chief judare imdei the Lmpcioi of Woioeco of the kingdom of Coidub \ , 
his authority e\tcn ling oa ci Andalusia and A alencia On. the death 
of his fathei he succeeded to thisc offices, 1 1 addition to which he was 
aftciw aids appointed judge of Moioeeo and Maui it ama He attained 
great eminence b> In* diacouises on n itur il philosophy, religion law, 
and medicine , and although he did not understand Gicck, he w r ote 
annotations on An^totle s noil s, which aequned for linn the name of 
the Commentatoi His celebuty soon sunounded lnm by enemies 
who denounced him to the Enipcroi as a heietic and ncco dtd m 
piocuung his dismiss il and dcgiidaton Ills succe^oi Lo\ e\u 
became so unpopulai that A\ enois w as lecalled and rail'd ik d He 
died at Moiocco m i~z6 Uis woiks wcio coU^cted and published at 
Lvons and Yemee m the sixteenth ccntuiy, and a thud edition 
appeared at Yenice m 1608 

t Soothsayeis who cast nativities, and foietold the events of a life 
fiom the omens and me dents attending t e bnth 

% Asty ages, King of Mean having had this evti aordmaij di earn of 
his daughter Ma id me, mained hei to an obscuie Persi m, m tl e hope 
of averting its fulfilment But this veiv precaution led to its accom- 
plishment Cjrus, the son of Mandane, overran the whole ol Asia, md 
transferred the empire to the Persians 
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And did not sootlisiyeis expound it, 

As aftei by tli’ event he found it 2 
When Ceesai m the senate fell, 

Did not the sun eclipsed foietell,' 

And, in resentment of his slaughtei, 

Looked t pale foi almost a year aftei 7 
Augustus having, b’ ovei sight, 

Put on Ins left shoe ’foi e his l lght, J 
Had like to have been slam that day, 

By soldiei s routining for pay 
Are there not mynads of this soit, 

Which stones of all times icpoit 7 
Is it not ominous m all countnes, 

When crows and lavens croak upon lree^ 7 § 

The Boman senate, w lien v\ ithm 
The city walls an owl was seen, 

Did cause then eleigy, with lustiations, 

Our Synod calls humiliations, 

The lound-ficed piodigy t’ aveit 
Piom doing town oi countiy liuit 
And if an owl have so much powei, 

Why should not planets have much moic, 

That m a legion fai above 
Infa lor fowls of the an move, 

And should see fuithei, and fouknow 
Moic than then augtuy below 7 
Though tli at once seived the polity 
Of mighty states to govern by, 

* Ihe prodigies that piececlcd the de ith of Caesar aie mentioned by 
seveial of the classical autliois t Should we not read Look? 

t I his is a \ery old superstition It was also thought to be the foie- 
lunnei of some calamity to put on cither shoe on the wrongfoot 
‘Auguste/ says St Poi\, ‘cct empueui qm gouvema a\ec tint de 
sagtbbc et dont le legne fut si floiissant, ustoit immobile et consternc 
loisqu’il lux airrvoit par m^gaide de mcttie le souliei droit au pied 
gauche, et le souliei gauche an pied dioit * 

§ Ihe cries of lavens and crows aie generally mtci preted as weather 
prognostics If they cioak against the «nn it is for ime weather — if 
they go mto the w iter, and cioik it is foi i nn Ihe iaien has been 
a bud of ill omen m all iges Bishop Hall sa^ s th it ‘ if he lieai but a 
raven croak fiom the ncvfc roof he mikes his will 
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And tins is what we take m hand, 
Bypoweiful ait, to undei stands 
Which, how we liaae peifoimed, all ages 
Can speak th’ e\ents of our pies ages 
Have we not lately m the moon 
Pound a new woild, to th* old unknow n? 
Discoaeied sea and land, Columbus 
And Magellan could nevei compass 2 
Made mountains with oui tubes appeal, 
And cattle gi irmg on ’em there 
Quoth Hudibias?, 1 You lie so ope, 

That I, without a telescope, 

Can find youi tricks out, and clesciy 
Wheie you tell tiuth, and wheie you lie 
Foi -Anaxagoias, long agone 
Saw hills, as well as you, i 5 th* moon,t 
And held the sun w as but a piece 
Of led-hot iron as big as G-ieece, 

Believed the heavens weie made of stone, 
Because the sun had voided one , 


+■ Anaxagoras of Cl'uomcne, one of the most distinguished of the 
ancient plulosopheis IE wa& a disciple of Yiuximcnes and. fioun hed 
about 5oo yeaiss befotc tlie Ghnstian a a His inclef atig ibh leseaiches 
led him to ulopt opinions so much m idv wee o f his age that he was 
accused of ti eating the gods with impiety and was tin own into prison 
and condemned to death Pericles w ho h id been one of Ins pupils 
with difficulty obtained a commutation of lus sentence to fine and 
banishment Anaxagoias then letncd to Lamp^acus, where he died 
Amongst Ins pupils wexe Eunpides and PenUes, and some add 
Sociatcs and 1 hemistocles His girat leputation as a plnlosopliei 
obtained foi lnm so much respect fiom the people of Lampsacus, thit 
they requested him to mfoim them in whxt manner they might accep- 
tablj express then lespect for his memoij aftei his death to which lie 
replied bv desinng that the day of his death should be kept annually 
as a hohd ly m then schools 1 his custom w as strictlv obser\ cd tor 
m my centuries Ana\i_,oi is was the first of the Gieck plnlosopheis 
who sepai ated mind fiom mattci, and iceognised the iction of a 
Supreme Intelligence m the design and formation of the mateml 
uni\ erse He thus assi 0 ned an adequate cause foi the existence ot tlie 
\isible woild 

f Anaxagoras maintained that the moon was an opaque body, 
receiving light from the sun, and that it was a habitable region, divided 
into land and watei 
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And, latlici than lie would xecant 
Tli 5 opinion, suffered banishment ' 

But what, alas 1 is it to us, 

Whethei i’ tli’ moon, men thus 01 thus 
Do eat then pomdge, cut then coins, 

Oi whethei they have tails oi horns? 
What tiacle fiom thence can you advance, 
But what we neaiei hive fiom Fiance? 
What can our* tiavelleis bung home, 

That is not to be leunecl at Borne? 

What politics, oi strange opinions, 

That aie not m oiu own dominions? 

What science can be bi ought fiom thence, 
In which we do not lieio commence? 

What levelations, oi religions, 

That aie not m oui native legions? 

Aie sweating lanterns,! or screen-fans,! 
Made Lettei there than they’ie m Fiance? 
Oi do they teach to smg and play 
O’ th’ g tai theic a newer way? 

Can they make plays there, that shill fit 
The public humour with loss wit? 

Wnte wittiei dances, quamtei shows, 

Oi fight with moi e ingenious blows? 


* The whole of this passage is m a spmfc of banteimg exagn-eiation 
It xmy be doubted fiona the utional docti mes Anaxigoias is known 
to h ive promulgated, whether the < vtiav aguit notions asenbed to him 
by some wi iu i s had my foundation in fict It is said tint he eon- 
sideied the sun to be a cncular ma^ of hot non, something laigcr 
than the Peloponnesus, and the fetus to be stone -> which lnd bevii 
w hilled fi om the caith bv the 'violent cncurm olution of the -uinounding 
ether It is not easy to believe that such ab-md opinions wue held 
by an investigate! who examined nitural phenomena so stiictlv as to 
arrive at seveial conclusions which the subsequent discovenes of 
science have confirmed 

f A sort of bov with a lamp inside It was used m a cei t an 
class of diseases, the patient being shut up m it to encouiigc pu- 
spiration 

t The screen fan was geneially made of embroideicd leather, pap^r, 
straw or feathers It hung by the side of the chimney piece, md was 
used by ladies to shade then f tees fiom the fi e 
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Or does the man i’ th’ moon look big, 

And weai a hngei penwig? 

Show m his gait, 01 face, moi e tricks 
Than orn own native lunatics? 

But if w’ outdo him here at home, 

What good ot youi design can come 9 
As wind 1* th’ hypocondies pent, 

Is but a blast, if clownwaid sent, 

But it it upward chance to fi;f, 

Becomes new light and prophecy, 

So when your speculations tend 
Above then just and useful end, 

Although they piomise stiange and gieat 
Discoveries ot things far set, 

They aie but idle di earns and fancies, 

And savoui stiongly of the ganzas f 
Tell me but what’s the natuial cause 
Why on a sign no painter draws 
The full-moon ever, but the half? 

Besolve that with your Jacob’s staff, j 
Oi why wolves laise a hubbub at hei, 

And dogs howl when she slimes m water? 

And I shall fiecly give my vote, 

You may know something moie i emote ’ 

At this, deep Sidiophel looked wise, 

And staling lound with owl-like e}es, 

He put his face nito a postuie 
Of sapience, and began to bluster, 

Poi having tlnee times shook his head 
To stii his wit up, thus he said 

* Hypochondna — the apices on each side of the epigastric region 
t Alluding to a sort of astionomical romance wntten by Godwin* 
afterwards Bishop ot Heitfoid, called The Man in the Moon t or , a 
Discow se of a 7 ot,age thither In this expedition the tiaveller abends 
to the moon m a light carnage drawn h} gee&e — m Spanish (,an»ai> 

% A mathematical installment foi taking heights and distances — 
Beach then a scaling quill, that I mav wnte, 

As with a Jacob s statf to take her height 

Clevejd xnd — The Hecatomb to Jus Mistress 
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‘ Alt has no moital* enemies 
Kevb lgnoi ance, but owls and geobc , 

Those consecrated geese, in oideis, 

That to the Capitol weie vaidei s, 

And being then upon patiol, 

With noise alone beat off the Gaui , 

Oi those Athenian sceptic owls, 

That will not ciedit then own souls, 

Oi any scienc undci stand, 

Beyond the reach of eye oi hand , 

But measmmg all things by their own 
Knowledge, hold nothing’s to be known, 
Those wholesale cnties, that m coffec- 
Houses ciy down all philosophy, 

And will not know upon what giound 
In natiue wo oui doctune found, 

Although with piegnant evidence 
We can demonstiatc it to sense, 

As I just now li wc done to 3 on, 

F01 etching what you cuue to know 
Weie the stais only made to light 
Robbezs and buiglaieis by night 2 
To wait on diunkaids, thieves, gold-findei s, 
And loveis solacing bebrnd doois, 

(fi grnng one anothei pledges 
Of matiimony undei fudges ^ 

Oi witches simplmg, and on gibbets 
(Jutting f 10m malefactois snippets 2 t 
Oi fiom the pilloiy tips of eais 
Of lcbcl-samts and peijuicis^ 


* 0 tthermg simples — 

As simplmg neai fin Tweed cieh sung by turn, 

The listening uvei would neglect 111 s ? tun 

Q vrth —-Dispensary, 

t And felons’ bones fiom rifled gibbets tom, 

Like those wlnoli some old hag at midnight ste ils 
For witohciaitb, a,mulet% and chaims, and spells 

O ld 11 vm — Satucs on tho Jesuits, iv 
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Only to stand by, and look on, 

But not know what is said 01 done 2 
Is tlieie a constellation tkeie 
That -was not bom and bied up lieie, 
And theiefoie cannot be to learn 
In any mfeiioi concern? 

Weie they not, during all then lives, 
Most of ’em pnates, wholes, and tbie^es? 
And is it like they have not s'till, 

In then old pi actices, some skill ? 

Is tbeie a planet that by bnth 
Does not dcuve its bouse fiom earth, 
And tbeiefoie piobably must know 
What is, and hath been done below ? 
Who made the Balance, or whence came 
The Bull, the Lion, and the Bam? 

Did not we heie the Aigo rig, 

Make Berenice’s pen wig? r 

Whose livery does the coachman weal H 

Oi who made Cassiopeia’s chan ? J 

And theieloie, as they came fiom hence, 

WiLh ib may hold intelligence 

Plato denied the woild can be 

Governed without geometry § 

Pox money b mg the common scale 
Of things by measure, weight and tale, 


Queen Peieruce,wlien her husband, Ptolemy E-v ergetes, undertook 
an expedition into Sjna, made a \ow to cut off her han, m ease he 
should come back m safety On his letum she kept her pledge, and 
dedicated hei hair m the temple built hr Ptolemj PhiHddphns to the 
memory of his -wife, Arsmoe By some accident the offering was lost, 
and Conon of Samos, a mathematician, to ^oothe her feelings, declared 
that the han was earned up toheaien nlieie v vas foi med into seven 
stirs near the tail of the Lion Hence the constellation Coma 
Benmtes 

t Bootes, m the con&teUation of Charles s Warn the Great Bear, is 
sometimes called the Duver 

t A constellation m the northern hemisphere consisting of fifty-five 
stars Cassiopeia was the wife oi Cepheus, King o± Ethiopia 

$ Alluding to the saj mg attiibuxcdto Plato, that the Deity governed 
the unrveise on geometneal punciples 
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In all tli’ affans of cliuicli and state, 

’Tis botli tlie balance and the weight , 

Then much less can it be without 
Divine aetiology made out, 

That puts the othei down in worth, 

As fai as heaven’s above the eaitli * 

£ These leasons,’ quoth the knight, ( I giant 
Aie something moie significant 
Than any that*the learned use 
Upon this subject to pioduce, 

And yet they’ie fai fiom satisfactoiy, 

T’ establish and keep up youi factoi y 
Tli’ Egyptians say, the sun has twice 
Shitted his setting and his use, 

Twice has he risen m the west, 

As many times set m the east ,* 

But whether that be true or no, 

The devil any of you know 
Some hold, the heavens, like a top, 

Are kept by cn culation up. 

And weie’t not foi their wheeling round, 

They’d instantly fall to the ground, t 
As sage Empedocles X of old, 

And fiom him modern authors hold 

* This mar\ ellous story is related by Herodotus, who was informed 
by the Egyptian puests that m the period of 11,340 year* undei the 
reigns of their ancient kings, the sun rose twice where he now sets and 
set twice wheie he now uses Di G-rey quotes an equally lemaikable 
fable from Chinese history, m which it 1* stated th it on one occasion the 
sun did not set for ten days The Egyptian miracle is alluded to by 
Spenser — 

And if to these Eg> ptian wizards old 
Which m star read were wont have best insight, 

Faith may he given, it is by them told 

Hut since the time they hut took the sun’s height, 

Four times his place he shifted hath in sight, 

And twice hath risen where he now doth west, 

And wested twice where he ought rise aright 

Fan y Queen , v 1 

f Anaxagoras, m his Commentaries on Aristotle maintained that the 
heavens were sustained by the velocity of circumrotatory motion 
t A celebrated philosopher of Agrigentum, m Sicily, who flourished 
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Plato believed the sun and moon 
Below all othei planets mn “ 

Some Meicuiy, some Yenus seat 
Abcrve the Sun himself m height 
The learned Scaliger complained 
’Gainst what Copernicus maintained, f 
That m twelve bundled years, and odd, 

The Sun had left its ancient load, 

And nearei to the Eaith is come 
’Bove fifty thousand miles fiom home, 

between 400 and 5oo jeais bc He possessed great wealth, and, by 
favouring dernoci atic principles, acquired so much popularity that it 
length he assumed the state and distinctions of a soy eieign, wealing a 
purple lobe, a golden girdle, and a Delphic ciown and ne\ei 
appealing in public without a letmue of attendants He used his 
influence m icpiess,mg disoideis, and promoting rational liberty He 
tv is a poet, oiatoi, and physician , and Lucretius, who condemns his 
philosophy, pronounces a panegyric on lus poctiy It is said that 
Empedocles flung himself into one of the burning caverns of Etna, m 
older that by suddenly disappearing, it might be supposed he bad 
gone direct to heav en , but the more probable version of his death, 
related by Laertius, is that ndmg to Messina m his chariot he was 
thrown out and broke his hip, which bi ought on a fever of which he 
died, in his 77th >ear One of the opinions held by Empedocles was, 
that the heavens consisted of a solid body of an, cijstallized b> hie , 
that the stais, composed of hie, were fixed permanently m the crystal, 
and that the sun w as a mass of fire, making a constant revolution 
round the earth r JLhcs>e opinions are embodied by Shakspeare in the 
familiar lines — 

Doubt that the stars are fire, 

Doubt that the sun doth move, Ac 

* Plato solem et lunam caetcns planetis mfciiores esse putavit — 
G Cumun m Cosmog — G Empedocles held that while the stars were 
fixed the planets w andered at will in space, and that the moon was 
twice as fai fiom the sun as from the earth In going back upon the 
thcoues of the ancients Hudibias discovers a variety of contradictions, 
and, consequently, distru ts the inferences drawn by the astrologer 
fiom a svstem upon which the most learned men entertained an 
irreconcilable diversity of opinions 

t Scaligei observed that the writings of Copernicus deserved a 
sponge and then author a rod The eight succeeding lines m the 
text, as it now stands, were substituted m the second edition for the 
following foui which appealed m the fust — 

About the sun’s and earth’s approach, 

And swoie that he that dared to broach 
Such paltiy foppenes abroad, 

Deseivcd to have his rump well clawed. 
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Swoie ’tv as a most notonous flam, 

And lie that had so little shame 
To vent such foppenes abroad, 

De^ei ved to have his rump well clawed, 
Which Monsieui Bodm heaimg, swoxe 
Tint he desei\ed the lod much moie, 
That duist iipon a truth give doom, 

He knew less than the pope of Rome 
Gaidant believed great states depend 
Upon the tip o’ th’ Beai’s-taiTs end, 
That as she whisked it towards the Sun, 
Stiowed mighty empnesup and down, 
Which others say must needs be false, 
Because youi tiue beais have no tails j 


+ John Bodm, a Pieneh lawyer, bom at Angers, and died at Laon, 
x59 6 He pa*s( d thiough ilmost oven plia&e of scepticism and belief, 
and was alternately Cln latnn, Jew deist and ithcist He supported 
the dootniic of Copernicus, and other mathematicians, that m the 
course ol time the cuclc of the caith had appioached nearer to 
the sun 

t Teiom Caidan, or Cardanus, an Italian phj sician and astrologer, 
bom at Fu lain 1501 He acquned great celebrity by his skill m 
medicine, and the success of his predictions, visited Scotland on the 
invitation of the Archbishop of bt Andiew’s, whom he cured of an 
asthma c 1st the nativity of Edward VI whose death he foretold 
received a pension fiom the Pope, and after a series of adventures, 
wlneh he related in m auto biogiaphy, he died at Rome Accord- 
ing to feeiligei md othcis, he starved himself to venfy a prediction he 
h id made of his own death lie was a voluminous writer, a man of 
extensiv e eiudition, and the authoi of manv cunous diseovenes in phi- 
losophy and medicine Quite conscious of his own meats, the noto- 
riety he obt uned ippears to have inspired him with the most extrava- 
gant v amtv bpeakmg of himself he writes, ‘ I have been admired 
by many nitions, and an almost infinite number of panegyrics m 
piose and veise have been composed to celebiate my fame I was 
bom to release the woild fiom the manifold errors undei which it 
groaned What I have found out could not be di&covaed bj my pie- 
decessors, 01 mv contempoianes * As might be expected from on 
egotist of this descaptiou, he held some notions more lcmaikable for 
their folly md eccentricity than their soundness, of which that asenbed 
to him by Butlci was one 

J I he vulgar belief that beais bad no tails seems to have ongmated 
in the fact that their tails aic \eiy short m comparison with those of 
other animals 
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Some <^a y the Zodiac constellations 
Have long since changed then antique stations ' 
Above a sign, and piove the same 
In Tauius now, once m the Bam, 

Affirmed the Tugonsf chopped and changed, 

The wateiy with the fiery langed 
Then how can then effects still hold 
To he the same they weie ot old 2 
This, though the ait weie true, would make 
Giu modem soothsayers mistake, 

And is one cause they tell moie lies, 

In figuies and nativities, 

Than th’ old Chaldean conjuieis, 

In so many bundled thousand yeais, J 
Beside then nonsense in tianslatmg, 

Poi want of accidence and latin, 

Like Idus, and Calendae, enghshed 
The quart ei -days, by skilful linguist, § 

And yet with canting, sleight, and cheat, 

’Twill serve their turn to do the feat, 

Make fools believe m then foreseeing 
Of things befoie they are m being, 

To swallow gudgeons eie they’ie catch ed, 

And count their chickens eie theyie hatched A 
Make them the constellations piompt, 

And give ’era back then own accorapt, 

* Refen mg to the giadual change produced m the pooition of the 
constell xtioiib by the precession of the equinox 

t A frigon is the junction of three signs, by which the zodiac be- 
comes petitioned into foui divisions eaeh n imed aftei one of the four 
elements Ihus tilt, watery tngon included Cancel, Scorpio, and 
Risccs, the fiery, Ancs, 1 eo, and Sagittarius, the euithl} Tauius, 
Yngo, and Capricomus and the any, Gemini Libia, and Aquanus 
t The Chaldeans, as Ciceio lemaiks, pretended to haie bcenm pos- 
session of astiological Ivuow ledge foi tlic space of 4",0uo rears 

§ Mi Smith, of Harlcbton, suggests tnat tins ispiobtbly a, banter 
on Fanshaw s translation of Hoi ace — 

Omnem relegit idibns pecumam, 

Quaint calendis ponere 
At Michaelmas calls all his monies m, 

And at our Lady puts them out again 


II BTJTLEB 
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But still tlie best to him that gives 
The best price foi’t, or best believes 
Some towns, some cities, some, for brevity, 
Have cast the Veisal woild’s nativity, 

And made the mfant-stais confess 
Like fools 01 childien, what they please 
Some calculate the hidden fates 
Of monkeys, puppy-dogs, and cats , 

Some lunnmg-nags, and hghtmg-cocks. 
Some love, trade, law-suits, and the pox 
Some take a measure of the lives 
Of fathers, mothers, husbands, wives, 
Make opposition, tune, and quaitile, 

Tell who is barren, and who feitile, 

As if the planets fust aspect 
The tendei infant did infect 
In soul and body, and instil 
All future good and futuie ill, 

Which m then daik fatal’ ties ltukmg, 

At destined penods fall a-woikmg, 

And break out, like the hidden seeds 
Of long diseases, into deeds, 

In fuendships, enmities, and stiife, 

And all th’ emergencies of life 
JSf o soonei does he peep into 
The woild, hut he has done his do, 
Catched all diseases, took all physic 
That cures or kills a man that is sick , 
Mamed Ins punctual dose of wives, + 

Is cuckolded, and breaks, oi thrives 


* The stars were divided by the astrologers into five aspects — con- 
junction, when their revolutions brought them togethei opposi- 
tion when they were diametrically opposite to each other sextile, 
quarlile, and trine, when they were distant from each other a sixth 
part, a fourth pait, or a third part of the cncle The aspect under 
which a child happened to be bom was supposed to determine his 
temper, constitution and destmy 

f That is, the number of wives to which he was predestined by the 
planetary influence predominant at his birth 
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Tlieies but the twinkling of a stai 
Between a man of peace and wai , 

A thief and jubttce, fool and knat e, 

A huffing ofhcei and a slave , 

A ciafty lawyei and pickpocket, 

A gieat philosopher and a blockhead, 

A foimal pieacliei and a playei, 

A learned physician and manslayei 
As i± men fiom the stais did suck 
Old age, diseases, and ill luck, 

Wit, follv honoui, virtue vice, 

Trade travel, women claps and dice 
And diaw, with the hist an they breathe, 
Battle and murder sudden death t 
Aie not these fine commodities 
To he nnpoited from the skies, 

And vended here among the lahhle, 

Eor staple goods and warrantable 2 
Like money by the Druids borrowed, 

In th’ other woild to be restoiM 
Quoth Srdiophel, ‘ To let you know 
You wiong the ait and artists too, 

Since arguments are lost on those 
That do oui principles oppose 
I will, although Tve done 5 t bcfoie 
Demonstrate to youi sense once more, 


* ‘ These influences, they would make us bclie\ e, are a hind of little 
m\ lsible xmdwivtb — Charaotei of an Hermetic Philosopher 

t Alluding to a depiecation m our Litany, objected to bv the Dis- 
senters — See Bemset s ibndgment of London Ca^es, c i\ — G- 

% The fraud of the aatrologeis m taking money for predictions pre- 
tended to be derived from the stars is here complied to a similar 
imposition practised by the Druids, who boi rowed monev on promises 
of repayment aftei death Diuida. pecuniam mutuo icupiebant m 
posteriore \ita reddituii — PvrriciUb Dr INash obsenes tint this 
practice amongst the Druids was founded on their doctime of the 
immortality of the soul ihe fact would pei liaps, be more correctly 
described by saying that they turned the doctrine to a profit ible 
account Puichas speaks of 4 some priests of Pc km who barter with 
the people upon some hills of c\change,to be paid, an hundred for one, 
m hea\ en — Pilgrims , in » 


4 — 2 
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And diaw a figute tint slnll tell you 
What you, peihaps, forget befel you, 

By way of hoiaiy inspection, 

Winch some account oui woi&t election ’ 

With that, he cncles diaws, and squares, 

With cypheis, astial chaiacteis, 

Then looks ’em o’ei to undei stand ’em, 

Although set down hab-nab, at random ' 

Quoth he, £ This scheme of th’ heavens set, 
Biscoveis how m fight you met, 

At Kingston, with a may-pole idol t 

And that y’ weie banged both back and side well. 

And though you overcame the beai, 

The dogs beat you at Brentford fan , 

Whole stiudy butcheis bioke youi noddle,]; 

And handled you like a fop doodle’ § 

Quoth Hudibias, £ I now peiceive 
You aie no conjuier, by youi leave 
That paltny stoiy is untiue,|| 

And foiged to cheat such gulls as you 5 


* ‘Sliot lnbbe or nabbe, at random’ — H oughed 1 here can be 
no doubt that hab nab were originally distinct woidb, and weie always 
written wit a or between them Ihe literal meaning w as to ha\e oi 
not to line, fioni the A S habban, to have, and nabbern, not to ha\c 
Jn the Craaen di ileet we find hah at lum , which is the exact equivalent 
of ] im p at him Di Naus obsmes that hob or nob, now only used 
convm illy to ish i pa^on whether he will have a alass oi wine oi not, 
is eaidcntlj a coiiuption of hab or nab, which he expl tins haaeor 
lmi. not, hit or miss it a \enttue, quasi, haie or n ave i i , ha\e not, 
ns nil! loi will not Butler uses it m the sense m winch it is used 
by Bobnslied— things set down hah mb, i e at landom 

t It is scarcely necessarj to observe, that maypoles weie held m 
especial abhonenee b> the Pin dans 
% rile btiuctuie of this vnbroqlio between Iludibras nd Sidrophel is 
cxuemcly mgemoub The adicntmeb heie descubed b> Sidiophel aie 
3 v.ditecl m the ioiged Second Put of Kudibuu>, published nnmediatelv 
afta the appeal ance of the Tm>t Part— See vol i p a8 Bv drawing 
on that spin ions publication for incidents m the life oi Hudibias, the 
aUiologu it once be+njs Ins ignoiance of the le l cn cum stances 
which he pietendb to be acquainted with and affoids the knight an 
oppoj tumtv not onlj of detecting the cheat attempted to be practised 
on lum, but of exposing the counterfeit doggrel at the same time 
§ A foolish, insignificant fellow 

|| “Iheie was a notorious idiot (that is heie described by the name 



HUDIBBAS. 


‘ Hot true quotli lie, c Ho Wei you vapoui, 

I can what I afhini make appear, 

Whachum shall justify it t’ youi face, 

Aud piove he was upon the place 
He placed the saltmbanclios < pait, 

Tiansfoimed t’ a hi enchmau hv my ait, 

He stole youi cloak, aud picked youi pocket, 
Chowsed and caldesedt you like a blockhead, 
And what }ou lost I can pioduoe, 

If you deny it, heie 1 th house ’ 

Quoth Hudibias, £ I do believe 
That aigument’s deraonstiative , 

Halpho, beai witness, and go fetch us 
A constable to seize the wi etches , 
hoi though theyhe both filse knaves aud cheats, 
Impost 01s, juggleis, comiteiieits, 

I’ll make them seive foi peipendic’lars, 

As txue as e’ei weie used by buckla^eis 
The} he guilty, by then own confessions, 

Of felony, and at the sessions, 

Upon the bench, I will so handle ’em, 

That the vibi atiou of this pendulum 
Shall make all tailois 5 yaids of one 
Unanimous opinion, J 


and character of Whachum) who counterfeited a Second Part of 
Budibms , as, untow aidly as Captain Po, wlio could not wnte himself 
and yet made a shift to stand on the pillory for foigmg other men s 
hands as his fellow, W hachum no doubt desen cd xn whose abomi- 
nable doggiel this stoiy of Hudibns and a Fienoli mountebank, at 
Brentfoid ftu, is as propel ly described — Buxler — Ed 1674 

* Fr salti 11 banque — mountebank 

f A woid of his own coming and signifies putting the foi tune-teller 
upon you, c ilkd Chaldeans, or Egyptians — W vrburion Eutler uses 
it elsewheie m a diftuent sense — 

Ashamed that men »o learned and wise 
Should be caldestu by gnats and dies 

EUphmd in the Moon 

j ‘ The device of the ubiation of a pendulum was intended to settle 
a certain measure ot ells and 3 aids &>c , (that should have its inunda- 
tion in nature ) all the woild o\er ioi by swinging a weight at the 
end of a stung, and calculating (by the motion of the sun, 01 any star) 
how long the vibration would last,m p oportion to the length of the 
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A thing lie long has vapoiued of, 

But now shall make it out by pi oof ’ 

Quoth Sidiophel, ‘I do not doubt 
To hud fi lends that 'will beai me out, 

Hoi have I hazaided my ait, 

And neck, so long on the state’s pait, 

To be exposed, 1’ th’ end, to sufFu. 

By such a biaggadocio huffei ’ * 

* Huffei ,5 quoth Hudibias, ‘ this swoid 
Shall down thy false thioat cram that word 
Italpho, make haste, and call an officei, 

To appiehend this Stygian sophister, 

Meanwhile I’ll hold ’em at a bay, 

Lest he and Whachnm urn away 5 
But Sidiopkel, who fiom th’ aspect 
Ot Hudibias did now eicct 
A hguie woise poi tending far 
Than that ot most malignant star, 

Believed it now the fittest moment 
To slum the dangei th >t might come on’t, 

While Hudibi as was all alone, 

And he and Whachum, two to one 
Tins being iesol\ed, he spied by chance, 

Behind the dooi, an non lance, f 
That many i stuidy limb had goied, 

And legs and loms, and shoulcleis boied, 

stung md weight of the pendulum thev thought to i educe it back 
agun, and fiom my pait of time compute the exict length of uiy 
stung tint must nectssnily \ ibrati. m so much spice of time so that 
if i mm should isk m Chun for a quaiteL of an hour of satm o t 
lalleta, they would know perfectly wh it it me mt and all mankind 
learn a new way to mei&uie tilings, no moie bj- the ynd,foot,oi inch, 
but by the horn, quaitcr, ind mmute — Butler — Ed nS74 
Py which he hid. composed a pcdlai s j ngon 
1 01 all the woild to learn and use m bai gam, 

An universal canting idiom 
To understand the swinging pendulum, 

And to communicate m ill designs 
\\ ltli the eastern intuoso in md unis 

Eh pliant in the Moon 

* Bully, blustcrei Some of the old wnteis use the woid huff 6?ivjf, 
‘ Ano thot will soon take peppci in the no<*e ’ t A spit 
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He snatched it up, and made a pass, 

To make Ins way through Hndibias 
Wliackum had got a fiie-foik, 

With -which he vowed to do Ins work. 

But Hudibias was well piepaied, 

And stoutly stood upon hn guaid 
He put by Sidiophello’s thiust, 

And m light manfully he lushed. 

The weapon fiom his giipe he wmng, 

And laid him on the eaith along 
Whachum Ins sea-coal piong thiew by, 

And basely turned his hack to fly, 

But Hudibras gave him a twitch, 

As quick as lightning, m thebieech, 

Just m the place wheie honoiu s lodged, 

As wise philosophexs hive judged, 

Because a kick in that pait moie 
Hiuts honoui, than deep wounds before k 
Quoth Hudibias, £ The stars deteimme 
You aie my pusoueis, base vermin 
Could they not tell you so, as well 
As what 1 came to know, foietell'* 

B} this, what cheats you aie, we And, 

That m }oui own concerns aie blind t 
Yoiv» In es aie now at my dispose, 

To he ledoemed by fine 01 blows 
But who his honoui would defile, 

To take, 01 sell, two lives so "vile^ 

I’ll give you quaitei , but yoiu pillage, 

The conqueung wunoi’s ciop and tillage, 

Which with Ins swoid he leaps and ploughs, 
That’s mine, the law of aims allows’ 

i in, his speech at the Rota Butler amplifies this — ■ Some are of 
opinion that honour lu seated m the lump only, chief! v , at least, for, 
it its obsei\cd, that a smill hick on thit part does more hurt and 
•wound honour than a cut on the head oi face, 01 a stab, or a shot of a 
pistol on any other pait of the bodv * 

t lhat i« that they an. mi ponton who being unable to foretell 
what j& to hippen to thcmsch ea, pretend to predict the fortunes of 
Others 
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This said m haste, m haste he fell 
To mmmaging of Sidiophel 
First he expounded both his pockets, 

And found a watch, with lings and lockets, 
Which had been left with him t’ elect 
A figuie foi, and so detect, 

A coppei plate, with almanacks 
Engi awed upon’t, with othei knacks 
Of Bookei’s,* Lilly’s, Sarah Jnnmeis,t 
And blank-schemes to discovei mmmeis,}; 
A moon dial, with FTapier’s bones, § 

And seveial constellation stones, 


* Lilly supplies us with a short biogi iphy of this astiologer John 
Bool a was bora m M mchcstei, m 1601 was well instructed in Latm 
and fiorn his childhood showed 1 gicit pission foi astiology He 
belied an appicnticcship to a hibcidishei m Lawiuicc lane, London, 
but left tli it business to to «,ch w ntuig it a school m H idley, Middlesex, 
lie was iltawaids clcik to a Justice of the l'eace ind aKo to an 
al del man of London m which s tuations he acquired much respect 
He w as 111 cm client proficient in astioloay says Lilly , wiote \ crscs on 
the months ind prooui ed consich 1 iblc lcputation by the success of Ins 
predictions lie had gieit skill ‘ m judging of thefts, and lesoh mg 
love questions * w as an honest man, ancl abhorred deceit — a chaiactcr 
not very easily reconciled with the juggling piofession he folloi ed 
lie died m 1667 and Jblias Ashmole puicliased Its hbraiy foi £140 
f Him pci son, called by Lilly, Sirili fekelhom, w is speculatnx to 
one Aitliur G mntlet, * a aeiy lewd tellow, piofesniiuy physic in Gray fa- 
111 n lane Lilly was‘\cly finuliai with hei, and says that she had 
the best eyes foi hei special pui pose he had evei seen Slie hied for 
m my yeais, till her death, with Mrs Stockman, 111 the Isle 0 1 Puibeclc , 
and Lilly gives the following mstmee of liei si ill m mteirogatmg the 
speculum " ‘ Ilu mistress one time being desnous to iccompany her 
mother, the Luly Bcconsfield, unto London who lned twelve miles 
fiom her habitation, c rnsed feu ill to inspect hei ciistal, to see if she, 
\ 1/ hei mothei was gone, yea 01 not the ingels appealed and 
showed liei mother opening a tiunk and tikmg out aicd waistcoit, 
wnereby she peiceived she was not gone Next day she went to her 
mother *s, and tlieic as she entered the chamber, she was opening a 
tmnk, and had a led wustcoit m hei hand Saiali told hei oft, the 
angeL would for some yens follow her and appear m cv eiy room of 
the house, till she was weary of them — Life, 
t Ihieies 

4 L01 d 2 ST ipici of Merchiston, bom 111 1 55o, the mvcntoi of loguithms 
In oidei to ibbieuate the libom oi his tiigonomctucil calcnlitions,he 
darned sever il ingenious contrivances foi anrnng it a slioit mode of 
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Engiaved m planet aiy boms, 

That ovei moitals had stiange poweis 
To make ’em tlmve m law 01 tiade, 
And stab 01 poison to et ade , 

In wit or wisdom to impiove. 

And be victonous m love 
Wliachnm had neithei cross noi pile, ' 
His plunder was not woith the while, 
All which the conqueioi did discompt, 
To pay toi era mg of his lump 
But Sidiophel, as full of tucks 
As Rota-men of politics, + 

Stiaight cast about to ovei -leach 
Th’ unwaiy conqueioi with a fetch, 
And make him glad, at least, to quit 
His victoiy, and fly the pit, 


computation, one of which was by means of little rods which, being 
made of i\oiv were called Nipiei’s Bones He gxie a full account ot 
these contrn mce-> m lus woih called Iiabdologia, published m id 17, a 
short time beioi e his death 

*■ I he pik oil jate of the Fiench, our modem herds and tails, or 
pitch md toss The face is the obicise of the com which has the 
head 01 face on it the pile is the ic\eiso The Lngh'di tarns cross 
and pile m iv possibl} have been denved fiom some coins which bore a 
c Oss on one side, md a speus head, 01 anow, prium, on the othei 
Ci oss and pile was a fax ounte game at the time of the Restoration and 
w is pi 13 cd cx cn bj 1 idles It is ficqucntlj icfened to zn the comedies 
Hue is an example — 

Carolina bmee marriage obliges men so little, and W'Omen so much, 
I wondci we enduie the cheat 011 1 

Jf oodly Y aic in the light tis woise than Cioss I win, Pile jou 
lose — bn xdw CLL — Epsom If tlh 

It is illuded to ignn m anothci part of Eudibuxs — 

That \ ou as sure may pick and choose, 

As cioss I wm, and pile j ou lose — P 111 c 3 
Ilenick has a couplet on Cioss and Pile m the Hetpencles 

f I he Rota was a club ol politicians who met at the luih s Head, m 
New Palace Yaid U estmmstu, wheie they discussed and diew up a 
popular foim of commonwealth the elements of which will be found m 
the Oceana of Harnngton, who was the chief of the club It acquired 
then imeof the Roti Horn a piopo al made bj its mun) ers that a thud 
part of the pailiament should lote out by ballot exerj >cxi, md be 
ineligible fox le election damig tliree jeais 
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Before tlie seculai pimce of daikness 7 
Anived to seize upon lus caicass 
And as a fox with liot pui suit, 

Chased thiough a waiien, casts about 
To save lus ciedit, and among 
Dead veimm on a gallows hung, 

And, while the dogs lun undemeith, 
Escaped by countei feiting death, 

Hot out of cunning, but a tiam 
Of atoms j ustlmg m his biam, 

As learned philosophers give out t 
So Sidiophello cast about, 

And fell to’s wonted tiade again, 

To feign himself m earnest slam 
Fu^t stretched out one leg, then anothei, 
And, seeming m his bieast to smothei 
A bioken sigh, quoth he, ‘Wheie am 1 2 
Ain e, 01 dead'* oi which way came I 
Through so immense a space so soon^ 

But now I thought myself i* th’ moon, 

And that a monster, \\ ith huge whiskeis, 
More foimidable than a Switzei’s, 

My body tlnough and thiough had dulled, 
And Whachiun by my side had killed, 
Had cioss-e\ammed both oiu ho^e, 

And plundeied all we had to lose, 

Look, theie he is, I see him now, 

And feel the place I am mn thiough 
And tlieie lies Whichmn by my side 
Stone-dead, and m his own blood dyed, 
Oh 1 oh 1 ’ with that he fetched a gioan, 
And fell again into a swoon. 


* * As the de\ ll is the spmtual prince of dullness, so is the constable 
the secular who go\ems m the night with as gicnt authouty as 
hi* colleague but X ir more imperiously — BuriAn — 1 d 1674 
t The ancient atomic philosophers Dcmocntus Epicuiub, Ac , held 
th it sense m biutcs md cogitition and volition m men, were pioduced 
b> lmpiesbion of coipoicil atoms on the hi am — ET 
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Shut both bis eyes, and stopped bis bieath, 
And to the life out-acted death, 

That Hudibias, to all appearing, 

Believed him to be as dead as bening * 

He held it now no longei safe 
To tiny the letuin of Ralph, 

But latbei lea^e lnm m the luich 
Thought he, c He his abused oui chuich, 
Refused to give himself one fiik 
To cany on the public woik, 

Despised oui synod-men f like dnt, 

And made their discipline his spoit. 
Divulged the seeietsof then classes, 

And then conventions piovcd high places , j 
Dispaiaged then tithe-pigs, as pagan, 

And set at nought then cheese and bacon , 
Railed at then covenant, and jeeied 
Then leveiend paisons, to my beaid, 

Doi all which scandals, to be quit 
At once, this junctuie falls out ht 
IT1 make him hencefoitb, to bewaie, 

And tempt my fuiy, if be daie 
He must, at least, hold up his hand, 

By twelve fxec lioldeis to be scanned, 


+ The antiquity of this saving, ‘ as de id as a lien mg is more easily 
aTumed than its origin Bliley ictus it to the 1 xpidity with "which 
death ensues aftei the fish h is been l iken out of the w ater but this 
is not quite a itisfactory The si) mg w is current at a very early 
penod, and occuis m many old tracts We find it also m Shakspeare — 

Rugby He is> wise, su he knew >om woislnp would kill him it he 
came 

Caiu b By gai, de herring is no dead so a& I vill kill him — Meny 
Wives oj JJ mclsoi , n 3 

T Giaie svnod men that were revered 
ioi solid flee, and length of heard 

See vol 1 p zzz 

J That ib, corruptions m discipline — 1ST Les Samantams et les 
Piyens saeuficicnt sui des h interns — L archer When the deul 
tempted Chnsfc, he set him upon the highest pinnacle of the Jtmple 
Gie it church preferments aie grcit temptations — Buillr —Thought. 



60 


HUDIBRAS 


Who, by then skill m palmisliy, 

Will quickly lead 3ns destiny, 

And make him glad to lead Ins lesson, 

Oi take a turn foi’t at tlie session ' 

Unless Ins liglit and gifts piove tiuei 
Than evei yet they did, I’m suie, 

Eoi it he ’scape with whipping now, 

’Tis moie than he can hope to do, 

And that will disengage niy conscience 
Of th’ obligation, m Ins own sense 
111 make him now by foice abide, 

What he by gentle means denied. 

To give my honoui satisfaction, 

And light the biethien m the action’ 

This being leaolved, with equal speed, 
And conduct, he appio ached his steed, 

And, with activity unwont, 

Essayed the lofty beast to mount , 

Which once achieved, he spuned his palfiey, 
To get f lorn th’ enemy and Ralph tiee, 

Left danger, fears, and foes behind, 

And heat, at least thiee lengths, the wind 


* l hat is he must either lead lus nick vase, or be hanged — See 
po^t, p <57, note i 
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AN IIEROICAL EPISTLE OF HUDIBRAS TO SIBROPHEL 
Eccc nerum Crispinus 

W ELL, Sidropliel, though ’tis m \am 
To tampei with yo ui cia 7 y hi am, 

Without tiepanumg of youi skull, 

As often as the moon’s at full, 

5 Tis not amiss, eie je’ie given o’ei, 

To tiy one despeiate medicine moie, 

Eoi wheie youi case can be no woise. 

The desp’iat’st is the wisest couise 
Is’t possible that you, whose ears 
Aie of the tube of lssachai’s,t 
And might, with equal reason, eithei 
For ment, 01 extent of leathei, 

With William Piyime’s, befoiethey were 
Ketienched, and ciucrfled ; J compaie, 

Should yet be deaf against a noise 

So 1 oaring as the public voiced 

That speaks youi \ntues fiee and loud, 

And openly m eveiy ciowd, 

As loud as one that sings his pait 
T’ a wheelbanov, 01 tuimp-cait, 

* This Epistle appealed ten yeais after the pubhcation of tne 
Second Pait of Hucltbuts, Tilth which, notwithstanding the title, it lias 
no connexion whatever It was nisei ted lor the in»t time as 
a continuation of the Second Paifcinthe edition of 1674, and has been 
letamed m the same place b} ill subsequent editors, although it must 
be regarded as an e *ci escence The Sidiophel ot the Epistle and 
the feidiopliel of Umlihas aie diftcunt peisons, I he tormei is said 
to have been de igned ±01 S11 P ml il, is a let eiige upon him tor 
Ins having publicly and ltpciledl} dimmed th’t Lutlcr w n s not the 
author of Mudilnas — bee ante, p 9, note * I he only reason tint 
can be suggested foi tddie^ mg him undci a name that hid been 
previously applied to Lillj ,is th it the ramc had become a b) e word oi 
contempt, and th it its application to fen Paul heightened the oppio- 
bnum of the satuc 

f Gen xlix 14 


t See vol 1 p 148, note § 



02 IIUJDIBR 4.S TO SIOROPlirL 

Oi youi new nicked-named old invention 
To ciy gi een-hastmgs A with, an engine , f 
As if the \ehemence had stunned, 

And tom your diumheach with the sound, 
And ’cause your folly’s now no news, 

But ovei grown, and out of use, 

Pa made youi self there’s no such mattei, 
But that ’tis vanished out of nature, 

When folly, as it glows m ytais, 

The moie extiavagant appeals, 

Poi who but you could be possessed 
With so much ignoiance and beast, 

That neithei all men’s scorn and hate, 

Noi being laughed xnd pointed at, 

Noi biaycd so often m a moitai,^ 

Can teach you wholesome sense and nuitiue, 
But, like a lepiobate, what coui^e 
Soe\ei used, giow woise and woi se 2 
Can no tiansfusion of the blood, § 

That makes fools cattle, do you good <l 
Noi putting pigs t’ a bitch to muse, 

To turn them into mongrel curs, || 


* Euly pels ne called ‘hastmgs llieie is an eulypen known is 
"hasting p< u, sometimes called ‘ giten chisel * * * § In anoteonGiey n Hudt- 
hrm, 1 giten hustings is said to ha\c been m ipple well known loinieily 

f A sp< viking ti umpet, mtioduccd by Sir Samuel Morland, who 
cl limed the mvuition in an iccount lie published of it m 16 }t> entitled 
r j abet S(< ntoi ophomca IIis claim to onginility was disputed, hence 
Butler speiks oi it as a ‘new nicks d mined old intention’ There 
seems to be good lcison for supposing tint S11 Simuelwis the .first 
person who det eloped prietically the pnnuple of the wte tm engine 

t Pro* ^wii zz 

§ The first person who ippeais to hate miint lined the doctnne of 
the transfusion of the blood was Libitius, a German physician It 
was taken up m Fnglind by Dr Richai d Lowei who, 111 his Tract atm 
de Coule , item de motu et colore Sanqimm et Chyh in cum t/anmtu pub 
lushed m 1669, claimed the merit of the discovay wlneh was disputed 
by Francis Potter, of Wiltsbiie lhe f icolfcy entci ed w 11 ml> into the 
discussion, and the doctnne and its rival suppoitus furnished for 
many years a theme of speculation and controversy 

j| k remarkable instance of this kind is made mention of by 
Gnaldus Cambrensis, of a hunting sow that had suckled a bitch — G 
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Put you mto a ■way at least, 

To make youiself a bettei beasts 
Can all youi cutioal intrigues, 

Of tiymg sound fiom lotten eggs, 

Youi seteial new-found lemedies, 

Of cui mg wounds and scabs m ti ees , 

Youi arts of fusing them foi claps, 

And puigmg then infected saps, 

Becovenng shankeis, ciystalhnes 
And nodes and blotches m then nnds, 

Have no effect to opei ate 
Upon that duller block, youi pate? 

But still it must be lewdly bent 
To tempt your own due punishment 
And, like your wkimsied chanots, diaw 
The boys to couise you without law, 

As if the art you have so long 
Professed, of making old dogs young, 

In you had virtue to renew 
Hot only youth, hut childhood too 
Can you, that undei stand all books 
By judging only with your looks, 

Besolve all piohlems with ;youi face. 

As otheis do with Bs and As, 

Unnddle all that mankind knows 
With solid bending of j^our brows, 

All aits and sciences advance, 

With screwing of youi countenance. 

And with a penetrating eye. 

Into th 5 abstiusest learning piy. 

Know moie of any tiade b’ a hint, 

Than those that have been bied up in’t 
And yet have no ait, tiue 01 false, 

To help your own bad naturals? 

But still the moie you stuve t’ appeal, 

Aie found to he the wietchedei 

* Some fantastical novelty, probablj , introduced by one of the pro* 
jectors of the Royal Society 
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Foi fools aie known }>y looking wise, 

As moil find w oodcocks by then eyes 

Hence ’tie that ’cause 3 e ’ave gamed 0’ th college 4 

A qnaitei sliue, at most, of knowledge, 

And hi ought m none, but spent lepute, 

Y’ assume a powei as absolute 
To judge, and censuie, and conti ol, 

As if you weie the sole S11 Poll,+ 

And saucily to pietencl to know 
Moie thin youi dividend comes to 
You’ll find the thing will not be done 
With ignoiancc and face alone J 
Ho, though ye ’ave pui chased to youi name, 

In lnstoiy, so g] eat a fame, 

That now youi talent’s so well known, 

Foi having all belief outgiown, 

That eveiy stiange piocligious tale 
Is measuied by youi Geiinan scale, § 

By which the vntuosi tiy 
The magnitude of eveiy lie, 

Cast up to what it does amount, 

And place the bigg’st to youi account , 


♦ Giesham College — See j port, p 1 19, note f 

t Sir Politic Would-be, a ndiculous pretender to politics, in Ben 
Jonsons lot pom. — WAPBUKroN More likely to ha\e been intended 
to 111 11k the ic\l object ol the s itire, Sir P lul Ne il 

t ‘ It should seem that the most impudent ficc is the best, for he 
that does the sh unctullcst thing the most uueonceined is said to set a 
fjood face upon it foi the truth io, the face is but the outside of the 
mind but all the ci ift is to know how tis lined lie may, foi 

an} thing he knows lnve is good a title to his pretences as another 
man, foi judgment not being passed m the case (w Inch shall ne\ ei be 
by Ins means), his title still stands fm All he can possibly attxm to 
is but to be mother thing than nature meant him, though a much 
woisc He makes that good that Pliny sajs of clnldien — Qui eelenus 
f iri cepere, taidius mgiedi mcipmnt I he aptei he i& to smattei, the 
slowci he is m making any advance m his pretences He trusts words 
before he is thoroughly acquainted with them, and they commonly 
show him a trick bcfoio he is aware, and he shows at the same time 
bin jgnormce to the learned, and his learning to the ignorant ’ — 
BdtleR — Chat acter of a P)Ctuider 

§ The German mile being equal to four English 
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That all those stories that aie laid 
Too tiuly to you, and those made, 

Aie now still cliaiged upon your score, 

And lessei authois named no moie 
Alas! that faculty betiays 
Those soonest it designs to laise. 

And all youi yam lenown will spoil, 

As guns o’erchaiged the moie lecoil, 
Though he that has but impudence, 

To all things has a fan pietence, 

And put among his wants but shame, 

To all the woild may lay his claim 
Though you have tued that nothing’s borne 
With gi eater ease than public scorn, 

That all afiionts do still give place 
To your impenetiable face. 

That makes youi way through all affans, 

As pigs through hedges creep with theirs 
Yet as ’tis counterfeit, and brass, 

You must not think ’twill always pass. 

For all impostois, when theyhe known, 

Aie past their laboui, and undone * ** 

And all the best that can befal 
An artificial natuial, 

Ts that which madmen find, as soon 
As once they’re broke loose from the moon, 
And, proof against her influence, 

■Relapse to e’er so little sense, 

To turn stark fools, and subjects fit 
For sport of boys, and rabble-wit 


* ‘ He that is impudent is like a merchant that trades upon his 
ci edit without a stock, and, if his debts were known, would break 
immediately The inside of hit, head is like the out&ide, and his peruke 
as naturally of his own. growth as Ins wit lie parses m the world 
like a piece of counterfeit com, looks well enough until he is rubbed 
and worn with use, and then his copper completion begins to appeal 
and nobody will take him but by owl light — Butler — Char cate) of 
an Impudent Man 

II BCT1LEE 
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PART III — CANTO I 

THE ARGUMENT 

The knight and squire resolve at once 
llie one the othei to 1 enounce , 

Dicy both ipproach the lad) s bovver 
I he ‘■.qune t inform, the knight to woo her 
She tieats them with a ma^quei icle, 

By fuiie-s and hobgoblins made 

Prom which the ^qune conve>s the knight, 

And steils lnm fiom himself by night 

?mjs tiue, no lover lias that power 
J- T’ enfoice a clespeiate amoui, 

As lie tliat lias two stungs t’ Ins bow, 

And bums ioi love and money too, 

Doi then he’s hiave and lesolute, 

Disdains to 1 endei in. his suit , 

Has all his flames and laptuies double, 

And hangs 01 di owns with half the tiouhle. 

While those who sillily pui sue 

The simple, downught way, and tiue, 

Make as unlucky applications, 

And steei against the stream then passions 
Some foige then mistresses of stars, 

And when the ladies piove aveise. 

And moie untovard to he won 
Than by Caligula the moon/ 

Ciy out upon the stars foi doing 
111 offices, to ci oss their wooing, 

When only by themselves they’re hmdeied, 
Doi tiustmg those they made hei kmdied, 
And still the haisher and hide-boundei, 

The damsels piove, become the fonder. 


* ‘ Caligula was one of the emperors of Rome, son of Geimanicus 
and Agrippina He vv ould needs pass for a god, and had the heads of 
the ancient stxtues of the gods taken off, and Ins own pi iced on m 
their stead, and used to stand between the stitues. of Castor and 
Pollux to be woi Shipped, and often bragged of lymg uuith the, moon ’ — 
Note on early edition, published after Butlei s death 
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Eoi what nmd lotei ever died 
To gam a soft and gentle bnde? 

Or loi a lady tendei heaited, 

In pmlmg sti earns, 01 hemp departed 2 
Leaped headlong mt 9 Elysium, 

Through th’ windows of a dazzling room 2 
But foi some cioss lll-natuied dame, 

The amoious fly huint m his fhme 
This to the knight would be no news, 

With all mankind so much m use 
Who theiefoie took the wisei eouise, 

To make the most of his amours, 

Resolved to tiy all sorts of ways, 

As follows m due time and place 
17 o soonei was the bloody fight 
Between the wizaid and the knight, 

With all th’ appmtenances o\ ei, 

But he i elapsed again t 9 a lovei , 

As he was always wont to do, 

When he ’ad discomfited a foe, 

And used the only antique philfceis 
Derived fiom old heioic tilteis 
But now tiiumphant and victorious, 

He held th’ achievement was too glorious 
Foi such a conqueioi to meddle 
With petty constable oi beadle, 

Or fly foi refuge to the hostess 
Of th’ inns of court and chancei y, justice, 
Who might, perhaps, reduce his cause 
To th’ ordeal trial of the laws , 

Where none escape, but such as branded 
With red-hot irons, have past bare-handed, 
And if they cannot read one veise 
I’ th’ psalms, must sing it, and that’s worse v 


* ‘In Hudibrass days/ observes Dr Giey * they used to smg a 
Dsalm at tbe gallows and therefore he that, bv not being able to read 
, verse in the Psalms, was condemned to be hanged, must smg, or, at 

5 — 2 
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He, therefoie, judging it below Inm 
To tempt a shame the devil might owe him, 
Besolved to leave the sqime foi bail 
And mampnze for him, to the jail, 

To answei, with his vessel, all 
That might disastrously befal 
He thought it now the fittest juncture 
To give the lady a rencounter, 

T’ acquaint hei with his expedition, 

And conquest o’er the fieice magician, 
Descnbe the mannei of the fiay, 

And shew the spoils he bi ought away. 

His bloody scouigmg aggravate, 

The number of the blows, and weight, 

All -which might piobably succeed, 

And gam belief he ’ad done the deed 
Which he xesolved t’ enfoice, and spaie 
Ho pawning of his soul to sweai , 

But, rathei than pioduce his back, 

To set his conscience on the iaok. 

And m puisuance of his urging 
Of articles perfoimed, and scouigmg, 

And all things else, upon his pait, 

Demand delivery of her heait, 

Hei goods and chattels, and good graces, 
And person, up to his embraces 
Thought he, the ancient euant knights 
Won all then ladies’ hearts m fights, 


least, hear a lerse sung, under the gallows before he was turned off’ 
Ihis custom arose from the piaetice of what was called benefit of 
clergy In the times when book-lcm mng was a lare accomplishment, 
a pei son who was tried for any capital crime, except tiea^on or 
sacnhge, might obtain an acquittal by praying Ins clergy, the 
meaning of which was to call foi a Latin bible, and read a passage m 
it gen ei ally selected from the Psalms If he exhibited this capacity, 
he was saved as a person of learning, who might be useful to the state, 
if he could not read, however, he w is hanged Hence the common 
saying among the people, that if they could not read then neck verse 
at sessions, they mu&t sing it at the gallows 
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And cut 'whole giants into fitters,* 

To put them into amoious twitters, 

Whose stubborn bowels scorned to yield, 
Until their gallants weie half killed, 

But when then bones weie di ubbed so soie, 
They duist not woo one combat moie, 

The ladies’ heaits began to melt, 

Subdued by blows then loveis felt 
So Spanish heroes, with then lances, 

At once wound bulls, and ladies’ fancies , 
And he acquires the noblest spouse 
That widows gieatest herds of cows. 

Then what may I expect to do, 

Who ’ave quelled so vast a buffalo 2 
Meanwhile the squne was on his way, 
The knight’s late oideis to obey. 

Who sent him for a stiong detachment 
Of beadles, constables, and watchmen, 

T’ attack the cunnmg-man, for plundei 
Committed falsely on Ins lumber. 

When he, who had so lately sacked 
The enemy had done the fact. 

Had nfled all his pokes t and fobs 
Of gim ciacks, whims, and ]iggumbobs,J 
Which he by hook 01 eiook§ had gatheied, 
And foi bis own inventions fatheied, 

And when they should, at gaol deliveiy, 
Unriddle one another’s thievery, 

Both might have evidence enough 
To render neither halter-proof 


* Fragments The word in tins sense is obsolete Some editions 
read fritters 

t Poche, Fr — a pocket , als.o a bag, or sack, as ‘ a pig m a poke ” 
Earlv m the fifteenth century a wide capacious slecv e w as. called a poke 
t Knick-knacks, tunkets — 

tumbles all 

Our jigambobs and trinkets to the wall 

Beooie —Antipodes 


See post, p 1 58, note t 
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He thought it despeiate to tany, 

And ventuie to be accessoiy. 

But lather wisely slip his fetteis, 

And lea\e them for the knight, his betters 
He called to mind th’ unjust foul play 
He would have offeied him that day, 

To make him cuiiy his own hide, 

Which no beast ever did beside, 

Without all possible evasion, 

But of the riding dispensation , 

And theiefore, much about the hour 
The knight, foi leasons told befoie, 

Itesolved to leave him to the fuiy 
Of justice, and an unpacked jury, 

The squire concuned t’ abandon him, 

And serve him m the self-same turn, 

T’ acquaint the lady what he ’ad done, 

And what he meant to cany on , 

What piojcct ’t was he went about, 

When Bull ophel and he fell out , 

His firm and steadfast lesolution, 

To swear her to an execution/ 

To pawn Ins mwaid ears to many her,+ 

And bribe the devil himself to cany her 
In which both dealt, as if they meant 
Then party-saints to lepiesent, 

Who nevei failed, upon then sharing 
In any piospeious anns-beaung, 

To lay themselves out, to supplant 
Each other cousin-gei man saint X 

*• To swear that he had executed his pait of the bargain— the 
whipping imposed upon him bj the lad) 
t Bv inward e us, observes the caily annotator, is here meant his 
conscience 

{ I he treachery of Ralph m abandoning and betraying his master, 
and the distrust which Iludibia 5 ! -it cveiy tuin of the action betiays of 
Ralph, howtvei 11 reconcil ible with di amatic consistency, as pointed 
out m a note on Dr Giev’s edition, foicibly lllusti ite the higher prn- 
posc of the poet — that of exhibiting the selfishness andjeilousy of the 
two sects lcpiesented by the knight and aquiie 
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But eie the kmglit could do his pait 
Tlie squne bad got so much, the sfcait, 

He ’ad to the lad^ done lus en md, 

And told her all his tucks afoiehand 
Just as lie blushed his lepoit, 

The knight alighted m the comt, 

And having tied his beast t 5 a pale, 

And taking tune foi both to stale, 

He put his band and beaid m oidei, 

The spiuoei to accost and boaid hei 
And now began t’ appioach the dooi, 
When she, wh 5 had spied him out befoie, 
Conveyed th’ mfounei out of c ight, 

And went to entertain the knight 
With whom encounteung, aftci longeest 
01 humble and submissive congees, 

And all due ceremonies paid, 

He stioked his beaid % and thus he said 
‘ Mada , I do, as 3 s my duty, 

Honour the shadow of your shoe tie ,§ 
And now am come, to bung }om ear 
A piesent you’ll be glad to heu 
At least I hope so the thing’s done, 

Oi may I ne\ ei see the sun , 

Foi which I humbly now demand 
Perfoimance at ;youi gentle hand, 


* This old pin nse was familiarly used in the sense of addressing a 
person impetuously, 01 with a determination to he heard Thus — 
For I vi ill bo ud her, though she chide 
As loud thunder —Taming oj the Sknw 1 z 
Fion + her, boaid her woo her — Tiulfth Sight, 1 3 
1 11 board him piesently — Hamlet , 11 z 
f Longer — thm ting himself fora ard m the manner of a fencer 
X Setting the beird m order prepaiatoiy to an address was a custom 
as ancient as Homer 

$ I wish her beauty. 

That owes not all its duty 
To gaudy tire, or glistering shoe-tie 

CttA.siiA.'n — Wishes 164.6 
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And that you’d please to do youi part, 

As I liave done mine, to my smait’ 

"With that he shrugged his stuidy back, 
As if he felt his shoulders ache 
But she, "who well enough knew what, 
Befoie he spoke, he would be at, 

Pietended not to appieliend 
The mysteiy of what he meaned, 

And theiefoie wished him to expound 
His daik expiessions less profound 
‘ Madam,’ quoth he, £ I come to prove 
How much I’ve suffered for youz love, 
Which, like youi votary, to wm, 

E have not spaied my tatteied skm. 

And, fox those meutonous lashes. 

To claim youi favour and good graces ’ 
Quoth she, £ I do remember once 
I fxeed you from th’ mchanted sconpe,t 
And that you piomised, foi that favoui, 

To bind your back to ’ts good behaviour X 
And foi my sake and service, vowed 
To lay upon ’t a heavy load, 

And what ’t would bear t’ a scruple piove, 
As other kmglits do oft make love , 
Which, whether you liave done or no, 
Concerns youi self, not me, to know. 

But if you have, I shall confess, 

Y’ axe lionestei than I could guess ’ 

Quoth he, c If you suspect my tioth, 

I cannot prove it but by oath , 

And, if you make a question on’t, 

I’ll pawn my soul that I have don’t 


* A pleasant affectation on the part of the lady the incident which 
she pretends to remember vaguely as to date having occuned only the 
d t\ before 

f A small fort , here applied to the stocks 
t ihe eaily edition* lead — 

lo bind your back to th good behaviom 
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And lie that makes his soul his suiety, 

I think, does give the best secui’ty * 

Quoth she, £ Some say the soul’s secuie 
Against distiess and foifeituie, 

Is free fiom action, and exempt 
From execution and contempt , 

And to be summoned to appeal 
In th’ othei world’s illegal heie, 

And therefore few make any account, 

Int’ what incumbrances they i unt 
Foi most men cairy things so even 
Between this woild, and hell, and heaven, 
Without the least offence to eithei, 

They fieely deal in all togethei, 

And equally abhor to quit 
This woild ±01 both, 01 both for it. 

And when they pawn and damn their souls, 
They aie but pnsoneis on paroles ’ 

‘ Foi that, 5 quoth he, ‘ ’tis rational, 

They may be accountable m all 
For when there is that intei corn se 
Between drvme and human poweis, 

That all that we determine heie 
Commands obedience every wheie. 

When penalties may be commuted 
For fines, or ears, and executed, 

It follows, nothing binds so fast 
As souls m pawn and mortgage past 
For oaths aie th’ only tests and scales 
Of light and wrong, and true and false. 


* Dr Grey illustrates this passage by reference to the ston of Peter 
and John de Cno'ijal, ■who bong condemned to death on circumstan- 
tial evidence, foi a murder, and having m vim solicited a pardon fiom 
Ferdinand IV of Spam, declared their innocence on the wav to execu- 
tion and, solemnly appealing to the tribunal of God, summoned tl e 
lung to appear before it within thirtv daj s King Ferdinand laughed 
at the aflair, but it, neteithele'.s disquieted him On the thirtieth 
da v, however he was quite wtll and retired to rest ridiculing the 
summons Ihe next morning he was found dead m his bed 
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And there’s no othei way to tiy 
The doubts of law and justice by ’ 

Quotli she, ‘What is it }ou would sweai 2 
Theie’s no believing till I heai 
For, till they be undei stood, all tales, 

Like nonsense, aie not tiue noi false 1 
Quoth lie, ‘ When I xesolved t’ obey 
What you commanded th’ othex day, 

And to petfoxm my exercise, 

As schools aie wont, foi youi fan eyes, 

T’ avoid all scmples m the case, 

I went to do’t upon the place, 

But as the castle is in chanted 
By Sidxophel the witch, and haunted 
With evil spiuts, as you know, 

Who took my squne and me foi two, 
Befoxe I’d haidly time to lay 
My weapons by, and disanay, 

I heaid a foxmidable noise, 

Loud as the Stentiopliome voice,'* 

That loaied far off, — f Dispatch, and strip, 
I’m ready with th’ infernal whip, 

That shall divest thy nbs of skm, 

To expiate thy lingeimg sm, 

Thou ’ast broke pcxhdiously thy oath, 

And not pexfoimed thy plighted tioth, 

But spaxed thy renegado back, 

Whexe th’ hadst so gxeat a puze at stake, 
Which now the Fates have oxdexed me, 

Fox penance and levenge, to flea, 

Unless thou picsently make haste, 

Time is, time was 5 1 — and there it ceased 
With which, though startled, I confess, 

Yet th’ honor of the thing was less 
Than th’ othex dismxl appiehension 
01 interruption or prevention, 


* The allusion is to Hollands spe iking trumpet —See ante, p 
note f t An allu&ion to the brazen head 
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And theiefoie, snatching up the lod, 

I laid upon my back a load, 

Besolved to spai e no flesh and blood, 

To make my word and konotu good. 

Till tned, and taking tiuce at length, 

Poi new leuuits of bieath and stiength, 
I felt the blows still plied as fast, 

As if they ’ad been by lovers placed, 

In laptuies of Platonic lashing, 

And chaste contemplative bai dashing, * * * § 
When facing hastily about, 

To stand upon my guaid and scout, + 

I found tli’ infernal cunning-man, 

And th’ undei -witch, his Cahban, 

With scouiges, like the tunes, armed, 
That on my outwaid quaiteisstoimed 
In haste I snatched my weapon up, 

And gave then hellish rage a stop. 

Called tin ice upon youi name,J and fell 
Couiageously on Sidrophel, 

Who now, tiansfoimed lnmself t’ a beai,§ 
Began to loai aloud, and teai , 

When I as funonsly piessed on, 

My weapon down Ins thioat to mn, 

Laid hold on him, but he bioke loose, 
And turned himself into a goose, 

Dived under water, m a pond, 

To hide himself fi om being found 
In vain I sought him , but as soon 
As I pei ceived him fled and gone, 
Piepaied, with equal haste and lage, 

His undei-soicerei A engage, 

But biavely scorning to defile 
My swoid with feeble blood, and vile, 


* Beardless youths were called by the Turks bardashe t>, which implied 
unnatural paramouis 

t The knight in \\ be supposed to reier to his function of scout master 

% Agreeabl} to the miaiiablt custom of all knights ernnt 

§ Oud — Mctam tm 
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I judged it better from a quick- 
Set hedge to cut a knotted stick, 

With, which I furiously laid on. 

Till m a haish and doleful tone, 

It loaied, — hold, foi pity, Su, 

I am too great a sufferer, 

Abused, as you have been, b’ a witch, 

But conjuied mt’ a woise capuch, { 

Who sends me out on many a jaunt, 

Old houses m the night to haunt, 

Eoi oppoitumties t 1 impiove 
Designs of thievery 01 love , 

With diugs conveyed m dunk or meat, 

All feats of witches counterfeit, 

Kill pigs and geese with powdered glass, 

And make it for enchantment pass, 

With cow-itcli t meazle like a leper, 

And choke with fumes of guinea pepper , 
Hake lecheis, and their punks, with dewtiy,J 
Commit phantastical advowtiy,§ 

Bewitch hermetic-men to run 
Stark staling mad with mamcon,|| 

Believe mechanic vntuosi 

Can raise ’em mountains m Potosi, 

And, sillier than the antic fools, 

Take treasure foi a heap of coals, IT 
Seek out foi plants with signatuies, * ** 

To quack off universal cuies, 


* Capnccio — It 

t Cowhage, a leguminous plant hivmg pods covered with shaip 
prickly hairs It ^ a native of warm climates 

% Datura , a genus of solanaceous plants The dafw a stramonium or 
thorn apple, has a fetid and narcotic odour which occasions headache 
and stupor § Adulteiy 

jj A species of nightshade It was believed to have the power of 
pi oduemg m iciness 

<jl The meaning seems to be inverted m this lme 

** Ihe medicinal virtues of mmv plants, were supposed to he indi- 
cated by their foi ms and nmrhs VSood soircl was u^td as a cordial 
because its leaf is shaped like a heait, livcrwoit for disorders of the 
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With figures, giound oil panes of glass/ 
Make people on their heads to pass , 

And mighty heaps of com mci ease, 
Deflected fitom a single piece, t 
To diaw m fools, whose natural itches 
Incline perpetually to witches, 

And keep me m continual feais, 

And danger of my neck and eais. 

With less delinquents have been scoui ged, 
And hemp on wooden anvils foiged, 
Which others for ciavats have worn 
About then necks/ and took a turn 5 — 

‘ I pitied the sad punishment 
The wi etched caitiff undeiwent, 

And held my drubbing of his hones 
Too gieat an honour for poltroons, 

Poi knights are bound to feel no blows 
Prom paltiy and unequal foes,§ 

Who, when they slash and cut to pieces, 
Do all with civillest addresses 


liver, tlie yellow juice of the celandine for the jaundice, and the heib- 
dragon to counteiact the effects of poison because its stem was speckled 
like a seipent — Kote on Dr Giey s Iludilras 

* lhe camei a obscuia and other m\ entions of a similar kmd, were 
regarded with great wondei m Butler s time, and, as Di 3Sash obserx es, 
passed with the vulgai foi enchantments 

t lhe whole of this passage applies with greater force to the age of 
the Restoration, when jugglers and conjurers came into extraordm xry 
request, than to that of the Crvil Wars, or the Commonw e xlth Sleight 
of hand tucks, such as that indicated m this couplet, by which a single 
piece of money was apparently multiplied ad infinitum, were much, 
encouraged by the nobility, who frequently hired show -men and pro- 
fessors of magic to entertain their guests E\ elyn speaks of the sur- 
prising feats of a fellow who swallowed a knife and large pebble- 
stones at the house of Lady Sunderland, a distinguished pationess of 
such peiformances 

t lhe petty delinquents who were sent to the houses of correction, 
where they beat hemp with which greater cn als were afcerwaids 
hanged 

§ It w as a rule of knight-errantry never to resent the insults of low 
or interior people Don Quixote instructs Sancho to di xw his sword 
and lay on m such cases, declaung that it would be beneath his own 
dignity to a\ enge th himself 
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Their horses never give a blow, 

But when they make a leg and bow 
I therefoie spared his flesh, and piessed him 
About the witch, with many a quest’on 
Quoth he, — Foi many years he di ove 
A kind of biokmg-tiade m love, 

Employed m all th’ imuigues and tiust, 

01 feeble speculative lust , 

Piocmei to th’ extras agancy 
And aazy nbaldiy of fancy, 

By those the devil had forsook, 

As things below him, to piovoke. 

But being a vntuoso, able 

To smattei, quack, and cant, and dabble, 

He held his talent most adroit, 

Eoi any mystical exploit, 

As otheis of lus tube had done, 

And xaised then puces tlnee to one, 

For one piedictmg pimp has th’ odds 
Of chaldions of plain downnght bawds 
But as an elf, the devils -valet, 

Is not so slight a thing to get, 

Foi those that do his business best, 

In hell aie used the luggedest, 

Befoie so meiitmg a person 

Could get a giant, but m i eversion, 

lie served two ’pienticeships, and longei, 

I* tlf mysteiy of a lady-mongei 
For, as some wute, a witch’s ghost, 

As soon as fiom the body loosed, 

Becomes a puisney-imp itself, 

And is anothei witch’s elf, 

He, after searching far and neai, 

At length found one m Lancashire, 

With whom he bai gained beforehand, 

And, after hanging, entertained 

Since which he ’as placed a thousand feats, 

And practised all mechanic cheats, 
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Transformed himself to th’ ugly shapes 
Of wolves and beais, baboons and apes, 
Which he has varied moie than witches, 

Or Phaiaoh’s wizaids could then switches, x 
And all with whom he ’as had to do, 

Turned to as monstrous figuies too, 

Witness myself, whom he ’as abused. 

And to this beastly shape reduced, 

By feeding me on beans and peas 
He ciams m nasty devices, 

And turns to comfits by his aits, 

To make me relish foi desseits, 

And one by one, -with shame and fear. 

Lick up the candied pio\ ender 
Beside’ — hut as h’ wis mnmng on, 

To tell what othei feats h’ had done. 

The lady stopped his full caieei. 

And told him, now ’twas time to hear 
* If half those things’ said she, c be true,’ — 

‘ They he all,’ quoth he, c I sweai by you * 

‘ Why then,’ said she, ‘ that Sidiophel 
Has damned himself to th’ pit of hell, 

Who, mounted on a bioom, the nag 
And hackney of a Lapland hag, 

In quest of you came hithei post, 

Within an hour, Im sure, at most, 

Who told me all you swear and say, 

Quite contraiy another way, 

"Vowed that you came to him, to know 
If you should cany me 01 no. 

And would have hired him and his imps, 

To be youi mntch-makeis and pimps, 

T’ engage the devil on your side, 

And steal, like Proserpine, youi bride ,t 

* Exodtib vii 

t Proserpine gathering flov er% 

Heiself a f urer flower, by gloom} JDis 
Was gathered Miltov 
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But lie, disdaining to embiace 
So filthy a design, and base, 

You fell to vapounng and huffing, 

And cliew upon him. like a luffiin , 
Suipused him meanly, unprepaied, 

Befoie he ’ad time to mount his guaid, 
And left linn dead upon the giound, 

With many a bruise and despeiate wound, 
Swoie you had broke and lobbed Ins house, 
And stole his talismamque louse/ 

And all Ins new-found old inventions, 

With flat felonious intentions, 

Which he could bung out, wheie he had, 
And what he bought ’em for, and paid 
His flea, his moipion, and punese,t 
He ’ad gotten for his pioper ease, 

And all m peifect minutes made, 

By th’ ablest aitist of the tiade, 

Which, he could piove it, since he lost, 

He has been eaten up almost, 

And altogether might amount 
To many hundieds on account, 

For which he ’id got sufficient wan ant 
To seize the malefactors eirant, 

Without capacity of bail, 

But of a cart’s 01 hoise’s tail, 


* The superstition of talismans is this, that m order to fiee any 
place from veimm, or noxious animals of any kind, the figure of the 
ammil is made of a conscciated metal m a planetary hour, and this 
is called the talisman — Warburto* The joke in the tevfc is two- 
told, — that Sidrophel resorted to the u^e of a talisman as a protection 
against vermm while the particular kind of plague to which he was 
subject is announced m the foim he adopted Butler elsewhere alludes 
to this species of ch irm — 

Each m a tattered talisman, 

Like vermin m effigy slam — P m c s 

f Morpion—punaise, Fr The three varieties of w hich the talisman 
was formed betiay still moie plainly the condition of Sidiophel’s house 
and person 
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And did not doubt to bung tlie wi etches 
To seive foi pendulums to watches," 

Which, modem \ntuosi say, 

Incline to hanging eveiy way* 

-Beside, he swoie, and swoie ’twas tiue, 

That eie he went m quest of you, 

He set a hguie to discover 
If you weie fed to Rye 01 Dovei , 

And found it clear, that, to betiay 
Youi selves and me, you fed this way. 

And that he was upon pui suit, 

To take you somewheie heieabout 
He vowed he had intelligence 
Of all that passed befoie and since, 

And found, that eie you came to him, 

Y’ had been engaging life and limb 
About a case ot tendei conscience, 

Wheie both abounded m your own sense, 

Till Ralpno, by his light and grace, 

Had cleaied all sciuples m the case, 

And pioved that you might swen and own 
Whate\ ei s by the wicked done , 

Foi which, most basely to lequite 
The seivice of Ins gifts and light, 

* The indention of the legulatmg or balance spring of a watch by 
which its motion is made as equable as by a pendulum, is ascribed to 
Dr Eobcrt IIooUe one of the prominent membeisof the Royal Society, 
to whom allusion has alieady been made — See ante p z3 note* Ihe 
construction of spnng, or pocket watches, belongs to a period just pre- 
ceding the Eestoration , and the earliest that has been traced is a double 
balance watch, presented to Charles II, beuimg the name of Robert 
Hooke as the unentor, with the date of i658, and that of T Thompson 
as the maker, 1675 Ihe honour of the imention has been claimed 
also on behalf ot Huyghen , who took out a patent lor watches with 
the spring and balance in France It ippears tolerably certain how- 
ever, that Huy ghens w as a few } ears, later than Hooke, and it may be 
reasonably inferred that he deny ed the idea m the first instance, horn 
him Hu> ghens alterwai ds constructed several other kinds of w atches, 
and amongst them some which he called pendulum watches to which 
Butler seems to make a direct allusion 111 the text Iluv ghens designs 
were exciting much attention m England about the time, i<S78, when 
the 1 bi»*d P irt of JXudibias was published 

XX BUTIiEB 6 
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You stiove t’ oblige him, by mam foice, 

To scourge bis ubs instead of youis, 

But that he stood upon his guard, 

And all youi ‘vapouimg outdared , 

Poi which, between you both, the feat 
Has never been peifoimed as yet’ 

While thus the lady talked, the knight 
Turned th’ outside of his eyes to white/ 

As men of mwaid light aie wont 
To turn then optics m upon t , 

He wondered how she came to know 
"What he had done, and meant to do, 

Held up his afhdavit-hand,+ 

As if he ’ad been to be anaigned. 

Cast towaids the dooi a ghastly look. 

In diead ot Suhophel, and spoke 
4 Madam, it but one woid be tiue 
Of all the wizard has told you, 

Oi hut one single cneumstance 
In all th’ apociyphal romance, 

May dreadful earthquakes swallow down 
Thrs vessel, that is all your own, 

Or may the heavens fall, and cover 
These relics of your constant lover ’ 

4 You have provided well,’ quoth she, 
f I thank you, tor youiself and me, 

And shown your piesbytenan wits 
Jump punctual with the Jesuits, 

A most compendious way, and civil, 

At once to cheat the world, the devil, 

* Turning up the whites ot the eyes a constant piactice amongst 
the Puritans, is called by Dr Ecliarcl, showing the heavenly part ot 
the eye 

Her eyes she disciplined precisely right, 

Both when to wink, \nd how to turn the white 

Fenton — Epibtle to Southerns 

f The right hand, which the Covenanters held up on taking an oath, 
as a substitute for kissing the book, which they considered a popish 
ceiemony 
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Ai)d heaven and hell, yourselves, and those 
On whom yon vainly think t’ impose * 

‘ Why then,’ quoth he, ‘may hell suipnse/ — 

‘ That tuck/ said she, 4 will not pass twice 
I’ve learned how fai I’m to believe 
Yoiu pinning oaths upon youi sleeve, 

But theie’s a better way of clearing 

What yon would piove, than downright sweanng, 

Bor if yon Irnve pei formed the feat, 

The blows are visible as yet, 

Enough to seive for satisfaction 
Of nicest sciuples m the action, 

And it yon can produce those knobs, 

Although they’ie but the witch’s diubs, 

I’ll pass them all upon account, 

As if youi natural self had done ’t. 

Provided that they pass th’ opinion 
Of able junes of old women, 

Who, used to judge all mattei of facts 
Foi bellies, may do so for backs 

6 Madam/ quoth he, 6 yoiu lo\ e’s a million, 

To do is less than to be willing, 

As I am, were it m my powei, 

T’ obey what you command, and more, 

But foi pei forming what you bid, 

I thank you as much as it I did 
You know I ought to ha\e a care, 

To keep my wounds from taking air , 

Eor wounds m those that aie all heart, 

Aie dangeious m any part 5 

c I find/ quoth she, ‘ my goods and chattels 
Are like to piove but mere drawn battles, 

Eor still the longer we contend, 

We are but faither off the end 


* The jury of matrons is again alluded to m a subsequent passage 
m this canto — 

Who, therefore, m a strait may freely 
Demand the clergy of her belly 


6—2 
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But panting now we should agree, 

What is it you c\pect fiom me^’ 

4 Yoiu pliglited faith/ quoth he, 4 and word 
You passed m heaven, on leebid, 

Wheie all conti acts to have and t’ hold, 

Aie e^u lastingly ern oiled, 

And if ’tis counted treason here 
To raze lecoids, ’tis much more theie ’ 

Quoth she, c Theie aie no baigams driven, 
Nor mamages clipped up, m heaven,* 

And that’s the leason, as some guess, 

Theie is no heaven m mamages, — 

Two things that naturally press 
Too nai lowly, to he at ease, 

Then business theie is only love, 

Which mamage is not like t’ improve, 

Love, that’s too gen’i ous t’ abide 
To be against its nature tied, 

Roi vheie tis of itself inclined, 

It bleaks loose when it is confined, 

And like the soul, its haibouier, 

Debaried the freedom of the air. 

Disdains against its will to stay, 

But stiuggles out, and flies away f 
And theietoie nevei can comply 
T’ enduie the matnmomal tie, 

That binds the female and the male, 

Where th’ one is but the other’s bail , 

Like Roman gaoleis, when they slept, 

Chained to the prisonexs they kept J 


* Mark xu a 5 

f Love wil nouht ben eonstreyned by miistre 
Whan maistre commeth, the god of love anon 
Beteth his wmges, and fare wel, he is gon 

Cn vucee — Franleleynes Tale 
Love frep as air at sight of human ties 
Spreads his light wmgs, and m a moment flies 

Pope — Eloise and Abelard 

Z The custom among the Komans was the same as among modern 
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Of which tlie tiue and faitlifuUbt lover 
Gives best secunty to suffer 
Marriage is but a beast, some say, 

That cames double m foul way, 

And theiefoie ’tis not to b’ admixed 
It should so suddenly be tiled, 

A baigam at a 'ventuie made, 

Between two paitneis m a tiade, 

Foi what’s inf ei led by t’ have and t hold, 

But someth] ng pa^t away, and sold 2 
That, as it makes but one of tw o, 

Reduces all tilings else as low, 

And at the best is but a mait 
Between the one and th’ other pait, 

That on the mamage-day is paid, 

Or houi of death, the bet is laid,f 
And all the lest of bettei oi voise, 

Both aie but loseis out of puise 
For when upon then ungot; hen « 

Th’ entail themselves, and all thats theus, 

What blmdei baigam e’ei was dmen, 

Oi wagei laid at six and seven ? 

To pass themselves awav, and turn 
Then chddi en’s tenmts eie theyie bom 2 
Beg one anotliei idiot 
To guaidians, eie they aie begot, 

Oi e\ei shall, peihaps hv th’ one 
Who’s bound to much ’em foi lus own, 

Though got b 5 implicit J genet at ion, 

And geneial club of all the nation, 

constables Modus est ut is qui m noxa e^set, eaten am mi t ui dextiae 
alligatam hibeiet qua, ( idem militus smistiam vincnct — N 

* An equivocation, Ihe uouls to have and to hold, m the mai 
riage ceremonv , signify ‘I t ike to posset md keep m deeds of 
com eyance then meaning i , ‘ I gi\ e to be possessed and kept by 
anotliei — N 

t Some editions read the bet it laid 
% Infolded, complicated — 

In his. woolly fleece 

I cling implicit Pope 
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Foi winch she’s fortified no less 
Thau all the lsl md with foiu seas * 

Exacts the tubute of her dowei, 

In i eady insolence and pow er, 

And makes him pass away, to haxe 
And hold, to hei, himself, her sla\e, 

Moie wretched than an ancient villain, 
Condemned to drudgeiy and tilling, 

"While all he does upon the by, 

She is not hound to -justify, 

Nor at her piopei cost and charge 
Maintain the feats he does at large t 
Such hideous sots wcie those obedient 
Old vassals to then ladies xegent, 

To give the cheats the eldest hand 
In foul play, by the laws o’ th’ land, 

Foi which so many a legal cuckold 
Has been lun down m courts, and tiuckled 
A law that most unjustly yokes 
All Johns of Stiles to Joans of Nokes,J 
Without distinction of degiee, 

Condition, age, or quality. 

Admits no power of 1 evocation, 

Nor valuable oonsideiation, 

Noi wilt of enor, noi leveise 
Of -judgment past, fox bettei 01 woise, 

W ill not allow the privileges 
That btggai s challenge undei hedges, 


# By the common law a child was legitimate if the husband were 
within the jurisdiction of the foui seas , unless it could be shown by 
evidence that personal mteicouise wis impossible 

t lhat is, that the husband ib bound under all circumstances to 
mimtam the ciedit of his wife, a situition a& degiadmg as tint of tlie 
ancient tenure o f villain ige, by w Inch the tenants w ere bound to render 
the most abject services to their lords, while ihe wife on the other 
hand, is m no lespect responsible foi the conduct 01 support of her 
husband 

% For the immediate purpose of the satire, Butlei humorously con- 
vex tb John a-l\okeb into a woman 
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Who, when they’re grieved, can make dead horses 
Then spiritual judges of divorces, * 

While nothing else but iem m te 
Can set the pioudest wretches free , 

A slavery beyond enduiing, 

But that ’tis of their own pi o curing 
As spideis nevei seek the fly, 

But leave him, of himself, t’ apply , 

So men are by themselves employed, 

To quit the fieedom they enjoyed, 

And lun then necks into a noose, 

They’d break ’em after to bieak loose 
As some, whom death would not depait, 

Have done the feat themselves by ait f 
Like Indian widows, gone to bed, 

In flaming cm tarns, to the dead, 

And men often dangled foi t, 

And yet will nevei leave the sport 
]STor do the ladies want excuse 
For all the stratagems they use, 

To gam th’ ad\ antage of the set £ 

And luich the amoious 100k and cheat, 

Foi as the Pythagorean soul 

Bunss thiough all beasts, and fish and fowl § 

And has a smack of e\eiy one, 

So love does, and has ever done, 

And therefoie, though ’tis ne’ei so fond, 

Takes stiangely to the vagabond 


* The gipsies, it is said, aie satisfied of the validity of such 
decisions — FT 

t Alluding to the several reviews of the Common Prayer before the 
last, where it stood till death us depart, and then alteitd ‘ till death 
us do part — G 

J Game — 

We will in France plav a set 

Shall strike his f itliei t, ciown into the liaznid 

Hemy Viz 

$ It is said of Pj tliagoras that he could remember all the transmi- 
gr itions through w Inch his soul h td passed, m the animal and \ cgetabie 
w 01 Ids 
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’Tis "but an ague tliat's reversed 
Whose hot fit takes the patient first;. 

That aftei bums with cold as much 
As non m Greenland does the touchy 
Melts in the furnace of desne, 

Like glass, that’s but the ice of fire , 

And hen his heat of fancy’s ovei, 

Becomes as haid and fi&il a lovei f 
Foi when he’s with lo\e-powdei laden, 

And pumed and cocked by Miss, or Madam, 

The smallest spaikle ot an eje 
Gives fne to his aitilleiy, 

And off the loud oaths go, but, while 
They he m the very act, lecoil 
Hence ’tis so few dare take them chance 
Without a sepai ate maintenance, 

And widows, who have tiled one lover, 

Tiust not again till they ’ave made o\ei , [ 

Oi if they do, bcfoie they many, 

The foxes weigh the geese they carry , 

And eie they ventuie o’ei a stieam, 

Know how to size themselves and them 
Whence wittiest ladies always choose 
To undeitake the heaviest goose 
Foi now the woild is giown so waiy 
That few of either sex daic mairy, 

But lalhei ti ust on tick, t’ amouis, 

The cioss and pile foi bettei 01 voise,§ 

A mode that is held honourable 
As well as Fi ench, and fashionable , 

# Alluding to the well known effects of touching metal with the 
hands m evticmcly cold climates, b} which the skm it, seared and 
torn off 

t As glass m the process of vitrification becomes haid so the lo\ei 
melted m the furnace of clesne, becomes cold and mdilfertmt when the 
heat of fmey 1 -, over 

t Made o\ a their property m trust to a third person, for their sole 
and sepai ate use — N 

§ See ante , p 57, note * 
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Foi •when it falls out foi the "best, 

Wheie both ate incommoded least. 

In soul and body two unite 
To make up one heimaphiodite, 

Still amoious, and fond, md billing, 

Like Philip and Men} on a shilling w 
They’ve moie punctilios and capuches 
Between the petticoat and bieeches, 

Moie petulant extiavagances, 

Than poets make ’em m romances , 

Though v hen then hei oes ’spouse the dames, 

We heai no moie of chaims and flames, 

Poi then their late attiacts decline, 

And turn as eagei as packed wine. 

And all then cattei wauling tucks, 

In earnest to as jealous piques, 

Which th 5 ancients wisely signified 
By th’ yellow m autos of the bnde t 
For jealousy is but a kind 
Of clap and grmcam { of the mind, 

The natmal effects of love, 

As othei flames and aches piove 
But all the mischief is, the doubt 
On whose account they fust bioke out, 

Foi though Chineses go to bed, 

And lie-m in then ladies’ stead, § 

* In Philip and Mny shilling', (one of which I have by me, coined 
m the \ eat i555) the faceb are placed opposite to e ich other, and pretty 
close — & Cleveland makes a similai apphcition ot this com m the 
closing couplet ot his v erses on an hermaplnodite — 

Hius did nature & mintage \ ary, 

Coming thee a Philip and Maiy 
f Roman brides wore the jellow suit called ftammeim 
$ Or g?uicomet> — the lues venerea It appears to h vv e been a cant 
term 

§ Ihe early annotatoi has the following note on this passage ‘ I he 
Chinese men of quality when tl eir wives a 2 c biought to bed, ire 
nursed and tended with as much care as women heie md ire supplied 
with the best strengthening and nourishing dict,m ordei to qiudity 
them for future services * * * § Hus. euuous custom is not confined to China 
Dr Nash quotes earlier examples from Apollonius Rhodius ana \ ale- 
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And, foi the pains they took before, 

Aie mused and pampeied to do moie 
Oui gieen-men* do it worse, when tli’ hap 
To fall m laboui of a clap, 

Toth lay the child to one another, 

But who’s the fathei, who the mother, 

’Tib hard to say in multitudes, 

Oi who imported the French goods 
But health and sickness being all one, 

Which both engaged before to own, 

And aie not with then bodies bound 
To woiship,+ only when they’re sound, 

Both give and take then equal shares 
Of all they suffer by false waies, 

A fate no lovei can diveit 
With all his caution, wit and art 
For ’tis m vain to tlunk to guess 
At women by appearances, 

That paint and patch their impel fections 
Of intellectual complexions, 

And daub then tempeis o’ei with washes 
As artificial as then faces, 

Weai undei vizai d-masks ^ then talents 
And mother-wits befoie then gallants, 

Until they he hampeied m the noose, 

Too fast to dieam of bieakmg loose, 

ms FHccns and. it is said to hive prevailed also m the Brazils, 
wluit says I'm ch is, ‘ women m tuvail arc dehveied without gi eat 
dillicultv , and piescntly go ibout then household business, the hus 
b md m hei ste id keepeth hi-- bed , is visited by Ins neighbours , hath 
Ins biotlis made him md junkets sent to comfort him ’ 

■* Gitcnhorns — ) ouths ,, 

t In id. ci dice to the words spoken by the bridegroom m the Office 

01 1 Theapphcation of this satire upon marriage to the profligate days 
ot the Itestoi ition is detei mined by the allusion to the vizaid-masks, 
which were worn is a distinctive sign by certun ladies who chiefly 
frequented the g illtiies of the theaties Thus Dr> den — 

But stay — methmks some vizard mask I see 
Cast out her luic fiom the mid galleiy 

j Epilogue on the Union ot the two Companies , U58 6 
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When all the flaws they sti ove to hide 
4.re made unready with the bride, 

That with her weddmg-clothes undi esses 
Hei complaisance and gentilesbes, 

Tries all her aits to take upon hei 
The government fiom th’ easy owner, 

Until the wieteh is glad to wave 
His lawful light, and turn hei sla^e, 

Find all his having and his holding, 

Reduced t’ eternal noise and scolding. 

The conjugal petal d/ that teais 
Down all portcullises of ears, 

And makes the i olley of one tongue 
Foi all then leathern shields too strong. 

When only aimed with noise and nails, 

The female silk-v oims nde the males, 

Tiansfoim ’em into rams and goats 
Like sirens, t with their charming notes , 

Sweet as a screech-owl’s serenade, 

Or those enchanting murmurs made 
By th* husband mandiake, and the wife, 

Both huned, like themselves, ‘ilrv e ’ X 

* An old engine of war made in the form of a high-ci owned hat, 
and chiefly used to break down gates, di iw-budgcs, barneades, &c 
ilie noise of a scolding wife, bie dang don n the poitcullis of the ears, 
is here compared to the explosion of a petard 

f The fenens are thus desenbed m a note by the early annotator 
‘ The Suens, accoiding to the poets, were three sea monsters, hall 
women and half fish, their mines were Paithenope, Ligea, and 
Leucosia Tlieir usual residence was about the island of Sioilj , where, 
b} the charming melody of their voices, they used to detain those thit 
heard them, and then transformed them mto some sort of brute 
animals 5 

X Ancient botanists entertained various conceits abont this plant, 
m its foihed roots they discovered the shapes of men and women and 
the sound which pioceedcd from its strong fibres when strained or 
tom fiom. the ground, they took for the voice of a human being 
sometimes they lmigmed that they had distmctlj heard their conver- 
sation The poet takes the liberty of enlarging on the&e hmts, and 
lepiesents the mandrake husband and wife quarrelling undei ground 
a situation, he sa>s, not more uncomfor f able than that of a married 
pair continually at \anance, since the&e, if not in fact, ue vntuallj 
buned ali\ e — S' 
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Quoth he, £ These ieasons aie but stiams 
Of wanton, ovei -heated brams, 

'Which i xllieu m then wit 01 dunk 
Bo lathei wheedle with, than tlimk 
Man w r as not nun m paiachse, 

TJntil he was cieated twice, 

And had his better half, his bnde, 

Cai ved from th* ongmal, his side, 

T’ amend his natiual defects, 

And peitect Ins lecuuted sex, * 

Enlaige his bleed, at once, and lessen 
The pains and laboui of mci easing, 

By changing them foi other caies, 

As hy his dued-up paps appeals 
His body, that stupendous fiame, 

Of all the woild the anagiam,+ 

Is of two equil paits compact, 

In shape and symmetiy exact, 

Of which the left and female side 
Is to the manly light a biide, 

Both joined togetliei with such ait, 

That nothing else but death can pait J 


* Cleveland m the piece previous!} quoted (see ante p 89 note *), has 
some lines which Lutlu appeus to have imitated mthc above passage 
Clc\ eland irgucs, like the 1 night, tint matrimony is essential xo the 
complete ness of man s existence Adam originally m Paradise 
cngiO'.scd both the sexes md after Eve was caned from his side, he 
resulted to mini ig( to repair Ins loss — 

Adam til his rib was lost 

II id both tin. sexes thus engrossed 

TV ben Piowdencc oui sire did cleave, 

And out of Adam e u\ ed Tie 
I hen did m m bout wedlock treat, 

To make his body up complete 

f Strictly, from its dei nation anagiam means a transposition of 
the lettcis of a woid by which a new meaning is extricted fiom it— as 
m Dr Burneys well known anagi im of Hoiatio Nelson — Honor est a 
Kilo 1 he figurative sense in winch it is employed by Butla supposes 
the world tr msposed into the foi m of man 

11ns notion is piobablj founded on that theoiy m the Symposium 
of Plato, which divides the species into moieties, that are supposed to 
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Those heavenly attiacts of yours, your ejes, 
And face, that all the world suipnse, 

Tint dazzle all that look upon ye, 

And scoich all othei ladies tawny, 

Those lavishing and churning graces, 

Aie all made up ot two halt faces 
That, m a mathematic line, 

Like those m othei heavens join, 

Ot which, if eithei giew alone, 

5 T\vould flight as much to look upon 
And so would that sweet bud, your lip, 
Without the othei 's fellowship 
Oui noblest senses act by pans, 

Two eyes to see, to heai two eais, 

Tli intelligence! s of the mmd, 

To wait upon the soul designed 
But those that serve the body alone, 

Aie single and confined to one 
The woild is but twm paits, that meet 
And close at tlf equinoctial fit, 

And so aie all the woiks of natuie, 

Stamped with hei signature on matter , 
Which all liei cieatuies, to a leaf, 

Oi smallest blade ot glass, xeceive A 
All which sufficiently declaie 
How entiiely nmiiage is hex caie, 

The only method that she uses, 

In all the wondeis she produces, 

And those that take their rules fiom her 
Can never he deceived, noi en 
Box what secuies the crvil life, 

But pawns of children, and a wife * 


ioam the eaith seeking 1 each other, from an instinctive desire for re- 
union, an allegoiy tvpical of the origin of love Moore makes a 
happv use ot this notion m speaking of ballad music before it is 
redded to poetiy ‘ A pretty air without vs ords resembles one of those 
halj creatures of PI ito, which are described as wandering m search of 
the remainder of themselves through the world — National Airt> 

* lhat is, that the sevual law pervades the whole of nature 
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That lie, like hostages, at stake, 

To pay foi all men undertake , 

To whom it is as necessaiy, 

As to be bom and breathe, to many, 

So umveisal, all mankind 
In nothing ehe is of one mind 
Foi m what stupid age or nation, 
Waslnamage ever out of fashion * 

Unless among the Amazons/ 

Oi cloisteied fnars and vestal nuns, 

Ox stoics, who, to bai the fieaks 
And loose excesses of the sex, 
Piepost’iously would have all women 
Turned up to all the world m common, f 
Though men should find such mortal feuds 
In sharnig of then public goods, 

’T would put them to more chaige of lives, 
Than theyhe supplied with now by wives, 
Until they giaze and weai their clothes, 
As beasts do, of theu native growths, 

For simple wearing of their horns 
Will not suffice to serve their turns 
For what can we pretend t* inherit, 

Unless the mamage deed will hear it 1 * 
Could claim no right to lands or rents, 
But foi our parents’ settlements, 

Had been but younger sons o’ th’ eaith, 
Debarred it all, but for our bnth 
What honours, or estates of peers, 

Could be preserved but by their hens] 
And what security maintains 
Their light and title, but the banns* 
What crowns could he hereditaiy, 

If greatest monaichs did not marry, 


* The Amazons although they suffered no man to live amongst 
them, held periodical intercourse with men _ 

Hus was one of the doctrine^ of Zeno the founder of the Stoics, 
Which, m common with some othei tenets, he deuved fiom Plato 
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And with their consoi ts consummate 
Then weightiest mteiests o f stated 
For all the amouis of punces aie 
But gunantees of peace or wai 
Oi what but mamage has a eliaun, 

The lage of empiies to disarm* 

Make blood and desolation cease, 

And file and swoid unite m peace, 

When all then fieice contests toi toiage 
Conclude m articles of mamage* 

Nor does the genial bed piovide 
Less foi the interests of the bude. 

Who else had not the least pietence 
T’ as much as due benevolence } 

Could no moie title take upon liei 
To vntue, quality, and honoui. 

Than ladies errant unconfined, 

And femme-coverts to all mankind 
All women would be ot one piece, 

The vntuous mation, and the miss, 

The nymphs of chaste Diana’s train, 

The same with those m Lewknei s lane, A 
But for the diffeience maimge makes 
’Twixt wives and ladies of the lakes f 

* Some "v enrs ago s\\ armed with notonously lascmous and profligate 
strumpets — Note m early Edition It is alluded to by Gav — ‘ lou 
know, sir }ou sent him. as far as Hocklev-m-tbe-Hole for three of the 
ladies, for one in Vinegar-yard, and for the rest of them somewhere 
about Lewkners lane — -Beggars Opera Lewknei s-lane now Charles- 
street, Drury-lane, maintains its. old charactei to the pi esent day 
f Wai burton thinks that this means the stew's, and is intended as 
an allusion to the old romance of Sir Lancelot and the Lady of the 
Lake Dr Nash suggest that we may perhaps look for these ladies 
elsewhere, m the laguncs of Venice, certain stieets m Westmmstei or 
Lambeth marsh, Bankside, &c, a solution which still leaves unex- 
plained the term tales A more satisfactory solution maj be found 
m the original meaning of the word la! e y to play, from the Saxon 
loil an Hence, lakin a play-thmg, and laker, a pi a} er, or actoi Ihe 
following passages from Piets Ploughman supply exact illustrations — 
And if h> m luste for to lay! e 

A loveliche lail w as hit nevere bv twvne a long and a short 
A lady of the lake is, therefoie, obviously, a lad) of the play — a 
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Besides the joys of place and biith, 

The sev 1 s puadise on eaith, 

A pnvilege so sacied held, 

That none will to then motheis yield, 
But latlici than not go befoie, 

Abandon heaven at the dooi * 

And if th’ indulgent law allows 
A gi eater heedorti to the spouse, 

The leason is, beciuse the wife 
Runs greater hazards of hei life, 

Is trusted with the foim and matter 
Of all mankind, bj cartful nature, 

Wheie man bungs nothing but the stuff 
She fiamcs the wondrous fabric of. 

Who theiefoie, m a strait, may freely 
Demand the clergy of her belly, t 
And m ike it save her the same way, 

It seldom misses to betiay, 

Unless both pai ties wisely enter 
Into the lituigy mdentuie $ 

And though some fits of small contest 
Sometimes fall out among the best, 

That is no moie than every lover 
Does fiom lus hackney-lady suffei , 

That makes no bicach of faith and love, 
But lather, sometimes, serves t’ impiove 


lady of pleasure, and is pioperly contrasted by Butler with married 

* That is, that maimge yields to ladies those rights of social 
position and person il precedence which the} are so vain of, and 
which, lathei than not lme them duly recognised they would stop 
short even at the door ot the church Thus the Wife of Bath vould 
allow nobody to precede her, when the congregation went up to the 
altar m succession at the oftenng on rchc-Sunday — 

In al the pansshe wyf ne vas ther noon 
That to the ofliyng byiorn hire schulde goon, 

And if ther dide certevn so wroth was sche 
That sche was thanne out of alle chante 
t Allowed to women cncewte — See ante, p 83, note * 
t Alluding to the oidmance enjoining a foim by which persons, dis- 
pensing with the Liturgy, weie mained before a justice of the peace 
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For as, in lunnmg, eveiy pace 
Is but between two legb a mce, 

In wlncb both do then uttermost 
To get befoi e, and win the post. 

Yet when they he at then laces’ ends, 

They he still as kind ancl constant fuends. 
And, to lelieve then weanness, 

By turns give one anothei ease. 

So all those false alaims of stufe 
Between the husband and the wife, 

And little quanels, often pio\e 
To be but new leciuits of love, ? 

When those who he always kind or coy, 

In time must eithei tne 01 cloy 
1ST or are their loudest clamouis moie 
Than as they he lelished, sweet or soui , 
Like music, that pioves bad or good, 
Accoidmg as ’tis understood 
In all amours a lover burns 
With fiowns, as well as smiles, by turns, 
And heaits have been as oft with sullen, 
As chaimmg looks, suipused and stolen, 
Then why should moie bewitching clamour 
Some lowers not as much enunoui 2 
For discoids make the sweetest aus, 

And cuises aie a kind ot piayeis, 

Two slight alloys foi all those grand 
Felicities by mamage gained 
Foi nothing else has power to settle 
Tli mteiests of love peipetual, 

An act and deed that makes one heait 
Become anothei s countei-part, 

And passes fines on faith and love,t 
Inrolled and legisteied abo\e. 


* Amantium irae amoris mtegratio cst —Ter —And 111 3 
f Makes them nicvocable, as passing a fine in lai\ secure® the title 
m a conveyance or settlement — JS T ote on Grey s Hudih as 
XI BUTLER 7 
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To seal tlie slippeiy knots of vows, 

Which notlnng else bat death can loose 
And vhat seem lty’s too strong 
To guaid that gentle heai t fiom wiong, 
That to its fnend is glad to pass 
Itself away, and all it lias, 

And, like an anckonte, gives over 
This woild, foi the heaven of a lover 

‘ I giant,’ quoth she, £ theie aie some few 
Who take that course, and hnd it tme, 

But millions whom the same does sentence 
To heaven, b’ anothei way, lepentance 
Love s aiiows aie but shot at loveis, 
Though all they hit they turn to loveis, 
And all the weighty consequents 
Depend upon moie blind events 
Than games teis when they play a set, 

With gieatest cunning, at piquet, 

Put out with caution, but take in 
They know not what, unsight, unseen 
For what do loveis, vhen they he fast 
In one anothei ’s aims embiaced, 

But stuve to plundei, and convey 
Each othei, like a pi use, away? 

To change the piopeity of selves, 

As sucking childien aie by elves? ' 

And if they use then peisons so, 

What will they to then foi tunes do? 

Then foi tunes 1 the perpetual aims 
Of all their ecstacies and flames 
Foi when the money’s on the book,f 
And £ all my woildly goods’ — but spoke, 
The foimal livery and seism 
That puts a lover m possession, 


* Alluding to the prank 5 ! of fairies m changing childien at nurse 
f Ihe wedding fees, accoidmg to the injunctions of the Rubric, 
should be laid on the book with the redding rmg 
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To that alone tlie budegioom s wedded, 

The bude a flam that’s supeiseded. 

To that then faith is still made good, 

And all the oaths to ns they vowed, 

Foi when we once lesign om poweis, 

W’ have nothing left we can call oms 
Oui money s now become the miss 
Of all yoni lives and sei vices. 

And we foisaken and postponed, 

But bawds to what befoie we owned, 
Which as it made y’ at fii st gallant ns, 

So now lures otheib to supplant us, 

Until ’tis all turned out of doois 
As w r e had been, fox new amouis 
Foi what did evei heness yet, 

By being bom to loidships get? 

When the moie lady she’s of manois, 

She’s but exposed to moie ticpanneis 
Pays for then projects and designs, 

And foi hex own destination fines 
And does but tempt them with hei uches, 
To use hei as the devil does watches, 

AVho takes it for i specixl giace 
To be their cully toi a space, 

That, when the times expired, the diazekf 
Poi ever may become his vassals 
So she, bewitched by looks and spmts, 
Betiays hei self, and all sh’ mheiits, 

Is bought and sold, like stolen goods, 

By pimps, and match-makeis, and bawds, 
Until they foice hei to convey 
And steal the thief himself away 


*■ The meaning is, that, being trepanned mto maimge by a fortune- 
hunter, her wealth may be said to ensure hei destruction. 

t Sometimes called dia~cl diozzle — a diab, (haggle tail, dirty 
slattern — 

Now dwells each dros^el in hei glass 

Warner — 4. Lb Engl c xlvn 

7 — 2 
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These are the everlasting fiuits 
Of all youi passionate love-suits, 

Tli effects of all your amoious fancies, 

To poitions and mheiitances, 

Youi love-sick laptuie foi fruition 
Of dowiy, jomtuie, and tuition. 

To ‘which you make addiess and courtship, 

And with youi bodies stuve to woiship, 

That tli’ infant’s foi tunes may paitake 
Of love too, foi the mothei s sake 
Tor these you play at purposes, 

And love your loves with As and Bs, 

Toi these, at Beast and Ombre woo, 

And play foi lo\ e and money too , 

Stuve who shall be the ablest man 
At light gallanting of a fan, 

And vho the most genteelly hied 
At sucking of a 'vizaid-bead,t 
How best t’ accost us m all quaiters, 

T’ our question and command new gaiters, J 
And solidly discourse upon 
All soits 6f di esses pio and con 

* Allusions to fashionable g lines much m vogue m the time of 
Charles II Angel-beast and onibie were games at card> the latter of 
■which is familial to all leaders of The Tape of the Loci TV aller has 
a poem On a Caul tom at Ombie by a Lady A note b> the last editor 
of Grev’s Hudibi a s states that ombre w as introduced into England by 
Catherine of Braganza, Queen of Chailes II but it appears fi om a 
tract published m 1660 to lme been known before the Restoration 
‘ I love my love with an A was one of the favounte dtlasi>errents at 
Whitehall Pcpjs tells us that he once found the Duke and Duchess 
of Yorl , with all the great ladies at Whitehall ‘ sitting upon a carpet 
upon the ground there being no chans plaving at ‘ I love my love 
with an A because he is so and so and I h ate him with an A, because 
of this and that , and some of them particularly the Duchess herself, 
and m> Ladv Castlemame, were v ery witty * 
t A bead was sometimes fixed to the inside of the mask, and held 
m the mouth to keep the mask on, when the lady’s hands were other- 
wise engaged 

$ At the game of questions and commands and other similar games 
of forfeits, no part of a lad>’s garniture was exempt from the penalty , 
and the gallantry of these da>s fiequently levied its fines on such 
articles as garters 
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For there’s no mysteiy nor trade, 

But m the ait of love is made. 

And -when you have moie debts to pay 
Thin Michaelmas and L idy-day, 

And no way possible to do’t f 

But love and oaths, and restless suit, 

To us y’ apply, to pay the scoies 
Of all youi cullied past amouis , 

Act o’ei youi flames and daits again, 

And chaige us with youi wounds and pain. 
Which othei s’ influences long since 
Have chaimed }oui noses with, and shins, 
Foi which the suigeon is unpaid, 

And like to be, without oui aid 
Loid 1 what an amorous thing is want 1 
How debts and moitgiges enchant 1 
What giaces must tint lady have, 

That can fiom executions save 1 
What channs, that can leveise extent, 

And null decree and exigent 1 
What magic il attnets, and gi ices, 

That can lecleem fiom seve Jaucia 1 
Fiom bonds and statutes can disthaige, 

And fiom contempts of couits enlarge 1 
These aie the highest excellences 
Of all youi tiue oi false pietences. 

And you would dimn youi selves, and swear 
As much A an hostess dowager, 

Grown fat and puisy by retail 
Of pots of beei and bottled ale, 

And find her fetter for 3 oui turn, 

For fat is wondrous apt to bum, 


* In these lines, Butler display with humoi ous effect his intimate 
knowledge of law-term^ Extent it. a ^hemf b writ fur the \aluation 
of land, exigent a writ commanding a pa^onal appeal ance where 
the defendant cannot be found or attaching something w hereby he 
may be distrained , and the s are Jaciai, is a writ to show caube why 
judgment should not be executed 
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Who at yom flames would soon take fixe, 
Belent, and melt to your de&ne. 

And, like a candle m the socket, 

Dissolve liei giaces mt’ your pocket ’ 

By this time ’twas grown daik and late, 
When th 9 heat d a knocking at the gate, 
Laid on m haste, with such a powder/ 
The blows grew louder still and louder. 
Which Hudibras as if th 9 had been 
Bestowed as fieely on his skin, 
Expounding by hiS mwaid light, 

Or lathei moie piophetie flight, 

To be the wizard, come to search, 

And take him napping m the lurch. 
Tinned pale as ashes, 01 a clout, 

But why, 01 wheiefoie, is a doubt 
Eoi men will tiemble, and turn palci. 
With too much, or too little valour 
His heait laid on, as if it tried 
To foice a passage tlnough his side, 
Impatient, as he vowed, to wait ’em, 

But m a fury to fly at ’em, 

And theiefoie beat, and laid about. 

To find a cranny to creep out 
But she, who saw m what a taking 
The knight was by his funous quaking, 
Undaunted cued, £ Com age, sir knight. 
Know I’m resolved to break no nte 
Of hospitality t* a sfei anger, 

But, to secure you out of danger, 

"Will heie myself stand sentinel, 

To guaid this pass ’gainst Sidiophel 
Women, you know, do seldom fail 
To make the stoutest men turn tail, 

And biavely scorn to turn their backs, 
Upon the desp’iatest attacks’ 


* Haste, bustle, violence 
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At tins tlie knight giew lesolnte 
As Ironside, or Haidiknute,’- 
His fortitude began to rally, 

And out lie cued aloud, to sally, 

But she besought him to convey 
His com age lathei out o’ tli’ way, 

And lodge m ambush on the flooi, 

Or foitihed behind a dooi, 

That, if the enemy should entei, 

He might lelieie hei m th’ adventuie 

Mean while they knocked against the dooi, 
As fieice as at the gate befoie. 

Which made the lenegado knight 
Relapse again t’ Ins foimei flight 
He thought it desperate to stay 
Till th 5 enemy had foiced Ins way, 

But lathei post himself, to seive 
The lady toi a fiesh reserve 
His duty was not to dispute, 

But what sh’ had oidered execute, 

Which he resolved m haste t’ obey, 

And theiefoie stoutly maiched away, 

And all h’ encounteied fell upon, 

Though in the daik, and all alone , 

Till feai, that bravei teats peifoims 
Than ever coinage daied m aims, 

Had drawn him up before a pass, 

To stand upon his guard, and free, 

This he courageously invaded 
And, having entered, barricadoed, 
Ensconced himself as formidable 
As could be underneath a table, 

Wheie he lay down m ambush close, 

T’ expect th’ arrival of his toes 
Eew minutes he had lam peidue , 

To guard his despeiate avenue, 


* Princes of the eleventh centurj , celebrated for then \ alour 
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Before lie heard a dreadful shout, 

As loud as putting to the rout, 

"With which impatiently alarmed, 

He fancied tli enemy had stoimed, 

And, aftei entering, Sidiophel 
Was fallen upon the guaids pell-mell 
He theietore sent out all his senses k 
To bung him m intelligences, 

Which yulgais, out of lgnoiance. 

Mistake foi tailing m a trance, 

But those that trade m geomancy,f 
Affiirn to be the stiength of fancy. 

In which the Lapland Magi deal, 

And things mci edible leveal $ 

Mean while the foe beat up his quarters, 

And stoimed the outwoiks of his foitiess. 
And as anothei of the same 
Legiee and paity, m aims and fame, 

That m the same cause had engaged, 

And wai with equal conduct waged. 

By venturing only but to thrust 
His head a span beyond his post, 

B’ a geneial of the cavalieis 

Was dragged thiough a window by the ears , § 


* 1 hat is, he swooned 

t A species of sorcery by means of figures and lines traced m marks 
and chinks m the earth 

t lhe Laplanders early enjoyed a high reputation for their skill m 
magic , and it is related of them that they often fell into trances, 
during which they made predictions 

§ Ihere aie tw o or tin ee i ersions of the mciden f to which this refers 
At the siege of Picton Castle, m Pembiokeshire Sir Richaid Philips 
(who marned a daughtu of Sir Riasmus Dry den the kinsman of the 
poet), was summoned to a pailey bj the Ca\ aliers, commanded by 
Colonel Randolph Lgerton Philips being a httle man mounted upon a 
bench to show himself at one of the windows Esreiton a man of lofty 
statuic sitting on his horse underneath Dunng their conteience, 
Lgeiton affecting to be tlcif dcsned him to lean out a httle more 
when he seized him and dr urged him through the window, soon after 
which. the castle sunendered A wntei m the C cntlnmn \ Magazine 
(\ol li p 175) calls the governor of the castle fen Eiasmus Philips, 
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So lie was seived m Ins lecloubt, 

And by the othei end pulled out 

Soon as they had him at then meicy, 
They put him to the cudgel fieieely, 

As if they scorned to tiade 01 baiter, 
Ey giving, or by taking quartei , 

They stoutly on his quaiteis laid, 

Until his scouts came in t’ his aid x 
For when a man is past Ins sense, 
There’s no way to 1 educe him thence. 
But twinging him by th’ eais 01 nose, 
Or laying on of heavy blows, 

And if that will not do the deed, 

To burning with hot irons proceed + 

No sooner was he come t* himself, 
Eut on his neck a sturdy elf 
Clapped m a trice his cloven hoof, 

And thus attacked him with xeproof 
‘ Moital, thou ait betiayed to us 
E’ oui friend, thy evil genius, 

Who foi thy lion id pel Junes, 

Thy bleach of faith, and turning lies, 
The bietlnen’s pnvilege, against 
The wicked, on themselves, the samts, 


which is ceitamly a mistake, and stvs that Egerton ascended a ladder 
to hold the conteience Fenton [History of Pcmbrol entire] &ajs that 
the castle was gammoned by Sir Rich aid for the king and gncs a dif- 
ferent account of the transaction According to his statement the 
nursery, situated m tile lov\ei szoiy of one of the but ons had a small 
window m it, at which the maid was standing with Sir Lusmus then 
an mfant m her aims, when a tioopei of the pul iment forces 
appioached with a lettei which she opened thewiulow to recene 
the trooper taking advantage ot the rno\ement r used himself m his 
stuiups as she stretched forward, and snatching the infant from her 
arms, threatened to put it to deith if the castle was not surrendered 
The child was saved by the cipitulation of the gamson Randolph 
Egeiton mentioned m the Hist of these veisious of the story, was 
buried m Westminster Abbev 

* That is, till he leeovered his senses 

t An allusion, says the eailj mnotator, to cauterizing m apo- 
plexies, &c 
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Has here thy wx etched caicass sent, 

Fox just revenge and punishment , 

Which thou hast now no way to lessen, 

But by an open, fiee confession, 

Fox if we catch thee failing once, 

’Twill fall the heaviei on thy bones 
What made thee venture to betxay, 

And filch the lady’s heait away, 

To spirit hei to matrimony V — 

‘ That which contx acts all matches, money 
It was the enchantment of hei uches. 

That made m’ apply t* youi ciony witches. 

That m xetuin would pay th’ expense. 

The weax and teax of conscience, 

Which I could have patched up, and turned, 

Foi th’ hundiedth pait of what I earned’ 
e Didst thou not love hex then 1 * Sjieak tiue ’ 
e !No moie,’ quotli he, f thin I love you ’ 

‘How wouldst th’ have used hex and her money ^ 
( Fixst turned hex up to alimony/ 

And laid hex dowiy out in law, 

To null her jomtuie with a flaw, 

Which I beforehand had agieed 
T have put, on purpose, in the deed, 

And bai her widowVmakmg-ovei 
T* a fuend in txust, or pnvate lovex ’ 

( What made thee pick and chuse hei out 
T employ then sorcenes about V 

c That which makes gamesters play with tho^e 
Who have least wit, and most to lose ’ 

‘ But didst thou scoui ge thy vessel thus, 

As thou hast damned thyself to us^’ 


* He hardly means that he would hare given her a separate allow- 
ance for her support Stakely s usage of his wife alluded to h> Dr 
Grey may thi ow some light upon the knight s expression Having been 
repnmanded bj Queen Elizabeth for treating his wife so ill, St ikely 
told her "Majesty that ‘he had alieady turned her mto her petticoaG, 
and if an} man could make moie of her, the} might take her lor him * 
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£ I see yon lake me for an ass 
5 Tis tiue, I thought the tuck would pass 
Upon a woman, well enough, 

As ’t has been often found by pi oof, 

Whose humouis ne not to he won 
But when they aie imposed upon, 

Foi lo\e appioves of all they do 
That stand foi candidates, and woo ’ 

c Why didst thou forge those shameful lies 
Of beaio and witches in disguise^ 
tf That is no more than authois gi\e 
The rabble ciedit to believe, 

A tuck of following the leadeis, 

To enteitam then gentle leadeis 
And we have now no other way 
Of passing all we do or say, 

Which, when ’tis natural and tiue, 

Will be belieied b 5 a veiv few, 

Beside the danger of offence, 

The fatal enemy of sense ’ 

‘Why didst thou chuse that caused sin 
Hypocusy, to set up 

‘ Because it is the thrmng’st calling, 

The only sunts-bell that imgs all in. 

In which all cliuidies aie concerned, 

And is the easiest to be learned 
For no degiees, unless th’ employ’t, 

Can ever gam much, or enjoy it 
A gift that is not only able 
To dommeei among the rabble, 

But by the laws impowered to iout, 

And ave the gieatest that stand out. 

Which few hold forth against, foi fear 
Their hands should slip, and .come too neai , 


* The small bell rung before the minister begins the seruee to 
call to prayers and other ofhces * Her tongue is the clappei of 
the devils saints bell, that rings all mto confusion — Chaiactei oj a 
Scold id? 8 
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For no sm else among the saints, 

Is taught so tendeily against 5 

‘ What made thee bieak thy plighted vows' 2 ’ 

‘ That which makes otlieis break a house, 

And hang, and scorn ye all, befoie 
Enduie the plague ol being pool ’ 

Quoth he, ‘ I see you have moie tucks 
Than all oui doting politics, 

That aie giown old, and out of fashion, 

Compared with youi new lefoimation. 

That we must come to school to you, 

To learn youi moie refined and new * 

Quoth he, ‘ If you will give me leave 
To tell you what I now perceive, 

You’ll find youi self an enant chouse, 

If f weie but at a meeting-house 5 

‘ ’Tis ti ue,’ quoth he, ‘ we ne’ei come there, 
Because w’ have let ’em out by th* year ’ ** 

‘Truly,’ quoth he, ‘you can’t imagine 
What wondious things they will engage m, 

That as youi fellow-hen ds in hell 
Were angels all before they fell, 

So aie you like to be again 
Compared with th’ angels of ns men ’ 

Quoth he ‘ I am lesolved to be 
Thy scholai m this mysteiy, 

And theiefoie hist desne to know 
Some principles on which you go 

‘ What makes a knav e a child of God, 

And one of us V t — ‘A livelihood* 

‘What lendeis beating out of biams, 

And murther, godliness' 2 ’ — ‘Great gams * 

* The devils* are here looked upon as lindloids of the meeting- 
houses, since the tenants* of them were known to be -o diabolical and 
to hold them hj no good title but as it wa^ unceitnin how long these 
lawless times* would last, the poet makes the devils let them onlj by 
the year — 1ST 

f A satire upon the numerous pamphlets published m the form of 
catechisms such as Cheijnd <? Profane Catechism, Earns Soldiers Cate- 
chism, Pari er * Political Catechism, Ac — Or 
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‘ What’s tendei conscience? 1 — £5 Tis a botch 
That tv ill not beai the gentlest touch. 

But, bieakmg out, dispatches moie 
Than th’ epidemrcaFst plague-soie 1 

‘What makes y 1 mcioach upon our trade. 
And damn all others? 1 — c To he pud 5 
£ What’s orthodox and ti ue behcv mg 
Against a conscience? 1 — £ A good living 1 
‘ What makes rebelling against kings 
A good old cause?’ — Admmistimgs 1 

‘ What makes all doctrines plam and clear?’ 
‘ About two bundled pounds a-yeai 1 

£ And that which was pioved true before, 
Piove false again?’ — £ Two hundred moie 
£ What makes the bi eakmg of all oaths 
A holy duty?’ — £ Food and clothes ’ 

£ What laws and fieedom, persecution ? 1 
‘ Being out of power, and conti lbution 1 
£ What makes a chinch a den of thieves?’ 

£ A dean and chaptei, and white sleev es 1 
£ And what would seive i± those weie gone. 
To make it orthodox? 1 — ‘ Oui own 1 
£ What makes moiality a cume, 

The most notorious of the time, 

Moiality, which both the saints 
And wicked too cry out against?' 

‘ ’Cause giace and vntue aie within 
Piohibited degiees of km, 

And theiefoie no true samt allows 
They shall be suffered to espouse 
For saints can need no conscience, 

That with moiality dispense 
As vntue’s impious, when ’tis looted 
In natuie only, and not imputed t 


* In the plague of i<5<55, no less than <58,58(5 persons died m 
London 

t Moi alitv -was of no account without grace It was even considered 
“by some oi the saints a& a Lind of impiety 
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But why the wicked should do so, 

We neithei know, nor care to do ’ x 
‘What’s libel ty of conscience, 

I 5 th’ natuia! and genuine sensed 
‘’Tis to lestoie, witli moie secunty, 
Rebellion to its ancient punty, 

And Clmstian libeity 1 educe 
To th’ elder piactice of tlie Jews, 

Foi a laige conscience is all one, 

And signifies the same with none 5 1 
c It is enough,’ quoth he, e foi once, 

And has lepneved thy forfeit bones 
ISTick Machiavel^ had ne’ei a tuck, 

Though he gave his name to oui Old Nick, 
But was below the least of these, 

That pass i’ th’ woild foi holiness ’ 

This sud the funes and the light 
In th’ instant vanished out of sight, 

And left him m the daik alone, 

With stinks of bumstone, and his own 
The queen of night, whose laige command 
Rules all the sea, and half the land, 


A aatire by implication, upon tlie vices of the cavalier part} 

f It is leported of Judge Jefferys that taking a dislike to a witne^ 
vlio had a long beard he told him ‘that if his conscience as as large 
as his beard, he li id a swinging one to vhich the countrjman re- 
plied, ‘My lord, if you measuie consciences by beards, you ha\e none 
at ill 

t Nicholas Maclnavel, the famous authoi of Del Principe He was 
bom at Florence m 1469, and early distinguished himself by Ins dra- 
matic writings He fust acquired notonet} m public life by engaging 
m a conspiracy ag nnst Leo A , and aftei the death of th at punce lie 
entered into another plot to expel the Cardinal de Medici from 
Floience He was subsequently raised to the highest honours of tl e 
state, held the office of secretary to the republic of Florence and w is 
emplovcd m several important embassies Notwithstanding the laige 
revenues he derived from these appointments, he died m gi eat poverty 
m 1537 It is by an allowable licence of bioad humoui tint Butler 
traces the Satanic 9 dbuquet of Old Nick to Machiaa el It was in 
co on use long before his time 
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And ovei moist and ciazy drains, 

In high spiing-tides, at midnight reigns, 

Was now declining to tlie west, 

To go to Led and take liei lest, v 
When Hudibias, whose stubborn blows 
Denied Lis bones that soft repose, 

Lay still expecting woise and moie, 

Sti etched out at length upon the door, 

And though he shut Ins eyes as last 
As if h’ had been to sleep his last, 

Saw all the shapes that feai or wizaids, 

Do make the de'vil weai loi vizaids, 

And piickmg up his eais, to haik 
If he could heai, too m the dirk, 

Was hist invaded with a gioan, 

And after, m a feeble tone, 

These ti enabling -words 1 Unhappy wietch, 
What hast thou gotten by this fetch, 

Or all thy tucks, m this new tiade, 

Thy holy brotherhood o’ th’ blade $ t 
By saunteimg still on some adventure, 

And giow mg to thy hoise a centum * 

To stuff thy skm w ith swelling knobs 
Of ciuel and liaid-wooded diubs^ 

Foi still th’ hast had the woist ont yet, 

As well m conquest as defeat 
Night is the sabbath of mankind, 

To lest the body and the mmd, 

Which now thou ait denied to keep, 

And cuie thy labouied corpse with sleep’ 

The knight, who heaid the woids, explained 
As meant to him this repmnand, 


* Having already descnbed tlie d iwn of the morning by the n&ing 
of the sun Butler now adopts a new method, and describes it by the 
setting of the moon 

t This religious Knight eirantry this search after trifling offences, 
with intent to punish them as crj mg sms — X 
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Because the charactei did hit 
Point-blank upon his case so fit , 

Believed it was some di oiling spiight 
That staged upon the guaid that night, 
And one of those 3i had seen, and felt 
The diubs he had so fieely dealt, 

When, after a shoit pause and gioan, 

The doleful Spurt thus went on, 

* This ’tis t’ engage with dogs and bears 
Pell-mell together by the eais, 

And, aftei painful bangs and knocks. 

To lie m limbo m the stocks, 

And from the pinnacle of glory 
Pall headlong into puigatoiy ’ — 

(Thought he, This devil’s lull of malice, 
That on my late disasteis i allies’) 

* Condemned to whipping, but declined it, 
By being moie heioic minded, 

And at a riding handled woise, 

With tieats moie slovenly and coaise. 
Engaged with fiends in stubborn wais. 
And hot disputes with conjuieis, 

And when th’ hadst bia^ely won the day, 
Wast fam to steal thyself away 9 
(‘ I see,’ thought he, ‘ this shameless elf 
Would fam steal me too fiom myself, 

That impudently dales to own 
What I have suffeied for and done ’) 
e And now, but ventuimg to betiay, 

Hast met with vengeance the same way ’ 
Thought he, ‘ How does the devil know 
What ’twas that I designed to do 2 
His office of intelligence, 

His oiacles, aie ceased long since. 

And he knows nothing of the saints, 

But what some tieacherous spy acquaints 
This is some pettifogging fiend, 

Some undei door-keepei’s fuend’s fuend, 



HUD1BKAS 


113 


That undertakes to nuclei stand, 

And juggles at the second hand, 

And now would pass for spmt Po,* 

And all men’s daik concerns foieknow 
I think I need not f eai him foi t , 

These i all} mg de\ils do no hurt * 

With that he roused his dioopmg heart, 

And hastily cued out, f What art ? ’ 

4 A wretch,’ quoth he, c whom want of grace 
Has bi ought to this unhappy place 
c I do believe thee , 5 quoth the knight, 

* Thus fai I’m sure thou ’it m the light 
And know what *tis» that tiouhles thee, 

Bettei than thou hast guessed of me 
Thou art some paltry, blackguard spute, 
Condemned to diudgery m the night. 

Thou hast no work to do m tlf house, 

Nor halfpenny to drop in shoes, t 

* Tom Po \\ as an expression commonly u>ed foi an apparition — 
Kote on Grei s Hudibun> Dr ZSTa&h thinks the reference is to Po, or 
Bo [Boh], the son of Odm, a formidable Gothic hero whose n e was 
used b> Ins soldiers to produce tenor amongst his enemies 1 odd 
traces the etjmologv to the Dutch bauv a spcctie We haie a some- 
what c'o'-'er itrmity m the W elsh bo literally hobgoblin 

t One of the old superstitions about fairies was to prepare the 
house carefulh foi then reception before going to bed, b> sweeping up 
the hearth biightenmg the tibles and benches and leaymg a pail lull 
ol clean water for them to bathe in If the housewife, or housemaid 
failed m these particulars, the f lines pinched her black and blue but, 
on the contrary if she attended to them, they testified their satisfac- 
tion by leaving a gift of money m her shoe Ihus, we are told of 
Queen Mab — 

She that pinches country wenches, 

If they rub not clean their benches 
And with shaiper nail remembers 
When they lake not up the embers 
But if so the) chance to feast her 
In their shoe she drops a tcstei 

iVtt. £a<jhhh Parnassus 

Some poor gnl 

Was pinched, became she had forgot 
To letve elean water m the pot — lb 
And if the house be foul 
Or platter, dish, or bowl. 


II BTJTIlEE 


8 
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Without the raising of which sum 
You claie not he so troublesome 
To pinch the slatterns black and blue, 

Foi leaving you then woik to do 
This is your business, good Pug-Bobm , k 
And your diveision dull diy bobbing, t 
T’ entice fanatics m the dnt, 

And wash ’em clean m ditches for’t , 

Of which conceit you are so pioud, 

At eveiy jest you laugh aloud, 

As now you -would lia\e done by me, 

But that I bailed youi railleiy’ 

e Sir,’ quoth the Voice, c y’ aie no such sophy, 
As you would have the woild judge of ye 


XJpstxiife we tumblj creep, 

And find the sluts a&leep , 

1 here we pinch their aims and thighs, 

Is one escapes nor none ebpies 
tut if the house be swept, 

And fiom uncleanne«b kept, 

"We pi use the household maid , 

And suiely she is paid, 

For we do use before we go. 

To diop a tester in her shoe 

The English Parnassus 
Every night before we go, 

We diop a tester in her shoe 

Bobm Goodfelloiv 


Bishop Corbet pleasantly laments that household cleanliness is no 
longer rewarded m the same w ay — 

And, though they sweep their hearths no less 
lhan maidb were wont to do, 

Yet who of late foi cleanliness 
Finds sixpence in her shoe * 

The Fames' Farewell 


* Puck — 

* Either I mistake your shape and making quite, 
Or else you are that shrewd and knavish sprite. 
Called Rohm Goodfellow — Mid JST Dream, u i 


f ob, a cheat, joke, or jest Dry bobbing — dry joking, dull trickery 
% An allusion to the title commonly given to the kings of Persia — 
G This explanation is not \eiy clear Dr Nish’s interpretation sup- 
plies a more satisfactory meaning * You are no such wise person or 
sophister * In this sense the word is used by Cleveland * Certainly 


+ 4 * 
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If you design to weigh oui talents 
T th’ standaid of }oui own false balance, 

Oi think it possible to know 
Us ghosts, as well as wo do you, 

We who ka\e been the e-veilastmg 
Companions ot youi diubs and basting, 

And ne\ ei left you m contest 
With male 01 female, man 01 beast, 

But plowed as tiue t’ }e, and entire, 

In all ad\entuies, as youi squne 

Quoth he, 4 Than may be said as tiue 
By th’ idlest pug of all youi crew, 

Foi none could have betiayed us woise 
Than those allies of ouis and youis 
But I have sent him foi a token 
To youi low-countiy Hogen-Mogen, v 
To whose infernal shores I hope 
He’ll swing like skippers m a rope 
And if ye He been moie just to me. 

As I \m apt to think, than he, 

I am afiaid it is as tiue 
What th’ lll-afiected say of you , 

Y’ have ’spoused the covenant and cause 
By holding up youi clown paws ’ + 

4 Sir,’ quoth the Voice, e ’tis tiue, I grant, 
We made, and took the covenant. 

But that no moie concerns the cause, 

Than othei perfnes do the laws, 

Which, when they ’re proved in open court, 
Wear wooden peccadilloes $ for’t 


it is not m his personal, hut, as the State- Sophies distinguish, in his 
politic capacity' ’ — Character of a London Diurnal 

* Hoche-moche — Inch and great 

t The usual form of pledge, or attestation on taking the covenant 
‘Holding up their hands/ says South, ‘ was a sign that they were ready 
to strike ’ 

t The peccadillo — more correctly piecadil, or piekardil — was a kind 
of high stiff collar, or ruff, and is here, m that sense, applied to the 
pillory The word is supposed to ha\e been demed fiom picca, a 

8 — 2 
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And that’s the leason cov’nanters 
Hold up then hands, like rogues at bars 5 
‘ J see/ quoth Hudibias, £ from -whence 
These scandals of the samts commence. 

That ue but natural effects 
Of S ttau’s malice, and his sects, 

Those spider-saints, that hang by threads 
Spun out o’ th’ entiails of then heads.’ 

k Sn, quoth the Voice, £ that may as true 
And propei ly be said of you, 

Whose talents may compaie with eithei. 

Or both the other put togetkei 
Foi all the independents do, 

Is only what you forced ’em to. 

You, who axe not content alone 
With tucks to put the devil down, 

But must have aimies laised to hack 
The gospel-woik you undeitake. 

As if aitilleiy and edge-tools. 

Were th’ only engines to save souls 
While he, pooi devil, has no power 
By force to lun down and devoui , 

Has ne’ei a classis,* cannot sentence 
To stools, t or poundage of repentance , 

Is tied up only to design 

T’ entice, and tempt, and undeunme 

In which you all Ins aits outdo, 

And prove youi selves his betters too 
Hence ’tis possessions do less evil 
Than meie temptations of the devil, 


speai head, to which the sharp pomxs of the luff bore some resem- 
blance This ruff or collar, came into fashion about the beginning of 
*hc reign of James I , and is said, but upon no very certain authority, 
to have given its name to the stiect Piccadilly 

* Assembly, or spiritual luthority 

r In Scotland called the creepy , on which persons were compelled to 
stand and do penance in the chuich for their bins By poundage of 
lepentance meant commutation of this punishment lor as of 
money 
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Winch all the homd’st actions done 
Aie charged in courts of law upon, 6 
Because, unless they help the ell, 

He can do little of himself, 

And, therefoie, where he’s best possessed, 
Acts most against his inteiest, 

Snrpnses none but those who ’ve pnests 
To turn him out, and exoi cists, 

Supplied with spnitual pi o vision, 

And magazines of ammunition , 

With ciosses, xelics crucifixes, 

Beads, pictuies, losanes, and pixes 
The tools of w 01 king our salvation 
By meie mechanic opeiation 
With holy water, like a sluice, 

To overflow all avenues 

But those who he utterly unarmed 

T’ oppose his entrance, if he stoimed, 

He nevei oflfeis to suipuse, 

Although his falsest enemies , 

But is content to be then dmdge, 

And on their ei lands glad to tiudge 
Box wheie aie all 30111 foifeituies 
Intrusted m safe hands, but outs'* 

Who aie but jailois of the holes 
And dungeons wheie you clap up souls. 
Like under-keepers, turn the keys 
T’ your mittimus anathemas, 

And never boggle to lestoie 
The members you delivei o’er 
Upon demand, with fairei justice, 

Than all yotu covenanting tiustees, 
Unless, to punish them the worse, 

You put them in the secular poweis, 


* Criminals m their indictments are charged with not having the 
fear of God before their eyes, but being led by the instigation ot the 
devil 
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And pass their souls, as some demise 
The same estate m mortgage twice 
When to a legal utlegation 
You tui n youi excommunication, 

And, foi a gioat unpaid thats due, 

Distiam on soul and body too 5 

Thought he, ‘’Tis no mean pait of ci'vil 
State-piudence cajole the devil, 

And not to handle him too lough, 

When h 5 has us m his cloven hoof’ 

*’Tis tiue,’ quoth he, c that intei couzse 
Has parsed between youi h lends and oius, 

That, as you ti ust us, m our way, 

To raise your membeis, and to lay, 

We send you otheis of oui own, 

Denounced to hang themselves, oi diown, 

Oi, flighted with out oiatoiy, 

To leap down headlong many a sfcoiy, 

Have used all me ms to piopagate 
Youi mighty intei est& oi state, 

Laid out oui spmtual gifts to further 
Youi gieat designs of lage and murfcliei 
Foi if the saints aie named iiom blood, 

We only ’ave made that title good, 

And, if it weie but m oui power, 

We should not sciuple to do moie, 

And not be half a soul behind 
Of all dissenteis of mankind’ 

‘ Eight,’ quoth the Yoice, ‘ and, as I scorn 
To be ungiateful m letuin 
Of all thobe kind good offices, 

111 fiee you out of this distiess, 

And set you down m safety — wheie. 

It is no time to tell you heie 

The cock ciows, and the mom diaws on, 

When ’tis decieed I must be gone,+ 

* Outlaw ly 

t The notion that evil spirits walk m the night, and vanish at 
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And if I leave you lieie till day, 

You’ll jfmd it liaid to get away 5 
With, tliat the Spmt gioped about 
To find th’ enchanted licio out, 

And tiled with haste to lilt him up, 

But found his foilom hope his ciup 
TJnseiticeable with kicks and blows, 

Beceived fiom haidened-lieaited toes 
He thought to diag linn by the heels, 

Like Giesham-caits, with legs foi wheels , f 
But feai, that soonest cuies those soies, 

In dangei of i elapse to voise, 

Came m t’ assist linn with its aid, 

And up his sinking vessel weighed 
2$To sooner was he fit to tiuclge 
But both made leacly to dislodge, 

cock crow, the hour immedntdv- preceding the bieak of dat is verv 
ancient Ihua m the hy mu ot Piudentius a Christian poet of the 
fourth centui j — 

Thet ca^ the wandering powers that love 
Ihe silent (1 ukness ot the night, 

At cock ci owing gne oa to io\e 
And all m fe u do tal c th« lr flight 

*1 ransl ited b) Boukse — intiqmtatis Tu 7 qai es 
Innumeiablc rcfcicncts to the cock as the hei ilcl of the morning 
occur m the writings of the incients who i^micd an appiopnate 
place to this bud m the Mvthologi In deihcitin„ it to Apollo 
* An mueiido tint in the last exticimt} , the km B ht alwajs turned 
his hack on his enemies 

f A cart coint] ucted on this singular principle b> a Mi Potter, was 
submitted to the cou&idei ition of the Ivoy il fc>ociet\ in 1 66 * Butler 
iromcall} calL these cuts ‘ Giesham cut becaise at tint time the 
Royal Society held then meetings m Grisham College, in Bishop gate- 
street forma 1} the mansion of ten lliomisGievhim — See Mr Melds 
JHibtory of the Royal Society Ihe following specimen of some rloggrcl 
verses wntten upon the societv oon atta tliex established themsehes 
m the college, is exti icted b} Mr Weld fiom a MS m the Lntish 
Museum — 

Ihe merchant*! on the Exchange do plot 
lo increase the kirgdom s w ealth> tiade , 

At Giediam College i le lined knot 
tmpai illeled designs h ue 1 ud 
To mxke them ehes. a corpoiation. 

And know all things by demonstration 
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The Spmt horsed him, like a sack, 

Upon the vehicle his back, 

And boie him headlong into th’ hall, 

With some few mbs against the wall 
Wheie finding out the postern locked, 

And th’ avenues as strongly blocked, 

IT attacked the window, stormed the glass, 

And m a moment gained the pa«s , 

Through which he dragged the worsted soldiei’s 
Tore-quarters out by th’ head and shouldeis, 

And cautiously began to scout 
To find their fellow-cattle out , 
hTor was it half a minute’s quest, 

Ere he retrieved the champion’s beast, 

Tied to a pale instead of lack, 

But ne’ei a saddle on his back, 

Hoi pistols at the saddle bow, 

Conveyed away the Lord knows how 
He thought it was no time to stay, 

And let the night, too, steal away , 

But, m a trice, advanced the knight 
Upon the baie ridge, bolt upnght, 

And, groping out for Balpho’s jade, 

He found the saddle, too, was strayed, 

And m the place a lump of soap, 

On which he speedily leaped up , 

And, turning to the gate the rem, 

He kicked and cudgelled on amain. 

While Hudibias, with equal haste, 

On both sides laid about as fast, 

And spuned, as jockies use, to bieak, 

Oi paddeis* to secure, a neck 
Wheie let us leave em foi a time, 

And to then churches turn om rhyme , 

To hold forth then declining state, 

Which now come near an even late 

* Highway men Paad , Saxon path hence pad, a robber who 
nifestb the road on foot, generally called a foot pad 
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P 4 .ET III — CANTO II * 

T ARCUMENT 

The saints engage m fierce contests 
About then earn il interests, 

To share their sacnlegious prejs 
According to their 1 ites of grace 
Their various frenzies to leform, 

When Cromwell left them m a stoim , 

Till in th effige of Rumps the i ihble 
Burn all their grindces of the cabal 

T HE learned write, an insect bieezef 
Is but a mongiel pimce of bees, 
That falls befoie a stoim on cows,i 
And stmgs the foundeis of his house, 
Fiom whose conupted flesh that brt ed 
Of yeimm did at hist proceed § 


-* This canto like the letter to Sidiophcl, is wholly unconnected 
with the story of Huchlnas, which it suspends at a point of some dra- 
matic interest to introduce a discussion about the stite of parties nn 
mediately hefoie \nd aftei the Restoiation The icadu however, may 
escape the mteriuption by leseivmg the perusal of this canto for the 
close of the poem , an oulu which, is actually adopted l>} Mr lovvnley 
m his translation of Iludibi as 

t A genus of flies technically called Tabanus The most remark- 
able species is the gieat hoise fly, which, being aimed with two hooks, 
is enabled to seize the si m of cattle, while it stukes with its proboscis, 
and sucks the blood — 

A fierce loud buzzing breeze, then stings dravy blood. 

And dnve the cattle gadding thiough the wood 

Dm den — Georgia in 

i ‘ As we see stinging flies vex and prov oke cattle most immediately 
before storms, so multitudes of those kinds of vermin do always appear 
to stir up the people, hefoie the beginning of all troublesome times — 
Butler — Character of The Seditious Man 

§ It is here assumed that the breeze is generated from the putrid 
f esh of the very animals it afterwards stmgs The early annotator, 
m a note on this passage, commits an obvious error m his mterpre 
tation of Butlers meaning, which leads Di Nash to express I11& con- 
viction that the annotations on the Thud Pait could not have been 
written by Butler It is proper to observ e that this is not a question 
of conjectural criticism The only annotations contributed by Butler 
were upon the First and Second Parts, when theyweic republished 
together in 1574 Ine Third Bait was published by Butler m i<S 78 , 
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So, eie the stoim of war bioke out, 
Beligion spawned a vai ious i out 
Of petulant capucious sects, 

The maggots of conupted texts,* 

That fust iuu all leligion down, 

And aftei eveiy swaini its own 
Boi as the Peisian Magi once 
Upon then motheis got then sons, 

That weie incapable t* enjoy 
That empne any other way f 
So pie&bytei begot the other 
Upon the good old cause, his mother, 
Then boie them like the devil’s dam, 
Whose son and husband are the same,J: 
And yet no natuial tie of blood, 

JSToi intei est foi the common good, 
Could, when then profits intei feied, 

Get quaitei for each othei’s beaid 


without notes The notes weie added to a subsequent edition bv in 
unknown writer aftei Batlu & deith The internal evidence of their 
authorship by anothei hand is unmistaheable 

* The Independents were accused of having altered a text of Scnp- 
ture to enible them, under the authouty of the pen ei ted icadmg to 
vest the elect on of pastors m the hands of the people * Whuefore, 
brethren, look ye out among )0U seven men of honest lepoit, 
full of the IIol\ Ghost and wisdom, whom ue [>aid to hive been 
changed by the Independents into mav appoint ovei this business. * 
— 4.cts vi 3 Di Grej sa}s that Mi Field h id this foigery m seveial 
editions of his Bible amongst the icst m his beautiful edition of 
1659-60, and that he was the first peison who punted it, for which he 
received £15 00 Ibis statement however Dr Gie> aftei w aids dis- 
covered to be erroneous The filse rt idmg first appeared m the 
Cambridge edition, punted by Buck and Dimel id^s so that the 
asseition, repeated by seveial wnteis, that it vvis mtioduced by the 
Independents, is untrue 

t By the term empire is clearlv meant, not the Pei &nn empire, to 
which the description would not apply, hut the chief authonty amongst 
the Magi, or priests of the Pei si ins, to whom, it does apply I he 
incestuous intercourse alluded tom the text was adopted to preserve 
the line of the families o± the Magi without mtermixtui e 

t Larchei m his notes on Tow nlc} s T) anslntion, traces a resem- 
blance in this passage to Milton s allegoiy of Sm and Death — Par 
Zobt, 11 74 6 et seq 
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For when they thrived they nevei fadged/ 
But only by the eaib engaged , 

Like dogs that snail about a Lone, 

And play togethei when they’ve none,t 
As by then tiuest chaiaeteis, 

Then constant actions, plain] y appeals 
Rebellion now began, foi lack 
Of zeal and plundei to giow slacks 
The cause and covenant to lessen, 

And piov’dence to be out of season 
Foi now theie was no more to purchase 
O’ th’ king’s levenue, and the chinch’s, 

But all divided, shaied, and gone, 

That used to urge the biethien on, 

Which foiced the stubbom’st foi the cause. 
To cross the cudgels to the lav s J 
That what by bieakmg them tli bad gamed 
By then support might he maintained. 

Like thiei es, that m a hemp-plot lie,§ 
Secured against the liue-and ciy, 

Foi piesbjtei and independent 
Were now turned plamtifi and defendant, 
Laid out then apostolic functions 
On carnal oideis and injunctions 


* Agreed, united together fagen geftgen Sax — 

How w ill this fadge g — ricelfth Night, n z 
f The Piesbvtemns, 'when thev got into power, displayed intoler- 
ance to the other beets llie object is to show that the sectaries were 
united m the stiuggle foi the upper hand but that the moment it -was 
secured the dommint party jealously excluded their formei allies 
t That ib, there being nothing to be gamed be bre iking the laws, 
to come foi ward m their defence lhe patriot corrupted by the pos- 
session of power maintains, for Ins own ad\ mtige the laws which he 
had pre\iouslj viol ited m making common cause with the people 
§ He shelters himself und( r the co\ ert of the law , like a thief m a 
hemp plot, and makes that secure lnm which was intended for his 
destruction — Bu iuer — Character of A Kncu e A thief taking sanc- 
tuary m a plantation of hemp humorouslv replants the position of 
the Presb\tenans sheltering themseh es under the piotection of laws , 
which ought to haie been put into force again A them 
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And all tlien piecious gifts and graces 
On outlawnes and scire facias , 

At Michaels teim had many trial, 

Worse than the Diagon and St Michael, 
Wheie thousands fell, m shape of fees, 
Into the bottomless abyss 
For when, like bretlnen, and like fi lends, 
They came to shaie then dividends, 

And eveiy paitner to possess 
His church and state joint-purchases, 

In which the ablest saint, and best, 

Was named m tiust by all the rest, 

To pay their money, and, instead 
Of every brother, pass the deed , 

He straight conveited all his gifts 
To pious fiauds, and holy shifts, 

And settled all the other shares 
TJpon his outwaid man and’s heirs , 

Held all they claimed as foifeit lands 
Delivered up into his hands, 

And passed upon his conscience 
By pre-entail of picrvidencej 
Impeached the lest foi lepiobates, 

That had no titles to estates, 

But by their spiritual attaints 
Degiaded fiom the light of saints 
This being levealed, they now begun 
With law and conscience to fall on, 

And laid about as hot and biam-sick 
As th’ utter bamstei of Swanswick,t 


* When the estates of the Church and the Crown were sold m 
id49, the arrears due to the arm} were paid off b> allotments of lands 
and manors , the distribution being made m regiments to trustees 
named by the soldiers Out of this arrangement much, litigation 
arose, owing to the fiauds which, m many instances, weie attempted 
to be practised by the trustees 

t William Pr} nne, who was born at Swanswich Utter, Sax , lite- 
rally outer The utter hamster is he who pleads without the bar, m 
contradistinction to the bencheis who plead within 
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Engaged with money-bags, as bold 
As men -with sand-bags did of old/ 

That biouglit the lawyers m more fees 
Than all nnsanctilied tiu&tees, 

Till he who had no moie to show 
I’ th’ case, leceived the oveitlnow, 

Or, both sides having had the woist, 
They paited as they met at fiibt 
Pool piesbytei was now 1 educed. 
Secluded, and cashiered, and choused 1 f 
Turned out, and excommunicate 
Piom all afians of chinch and state 
Befoimed t 5 a lefoimado saint, j 
And glad to turn ltmeiant. 

To stioll and teach horn town to town, 
And those he had taught up, teach down 
And make those nses§ seive again 
Against the new-enlightened men 
Ab fit as when at fust they weie 
Pevealed against the cavalier, j| 

Damn anabaptist and fanatic, 

Ab pat as popish and pielxtio, 


*■ When the combat was demanded m a legal way by knights and 
gentlemen, it was fought with swoid and lance and when b> yeomen, 
w ith sand bags fastened to the end of a truncheon — Warblrton 
llius m Henry F, Second I ait, the combat between Horner and 
Pctei is fought with sand bags Enter, on one bide, Horner, and his 
neighbours drinking to him so much that he is drunk , and he enters, 
beaiing his stall with a band bag tautened to it, a drum before him 
at the other side, Peter, with a drum, and a similar staff, &x — Act 11 
sc a The custom, was ancient It i& alluded to by St ChrybObtoin 
m his Homily xix 

t When Ciomwcll obtained the ascendancy, he treated the Piesbj- 
terians as the} had treated the Independents 

I A voluntary saint, without pay or office 

§ Ihe sermons of these times were di\ ided mto doctrine and use 
and m the margin of them is often printed use the first, use the 
second, &c — X 

!! That is that the Presbyterians e\ er endeavoured to preach down 
the Independents, by the \ery same doctunes the Fred)} tenans li-d 
used m picacmng down the bishops 
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And, with as little variation, 

To seive foi any sect i* th’ nation 
The good old cause, which some believe 
To be the devil that tempted Eve 
With knowledge, and does still invite 
Tfie woild to mischief with new light, 

Had store of money m hei puise, 

When he took hex foi bettei 01 worse, 

But now was giown deformed and poor, 

And fit to be turned out of door 

The independents (whose first station 
Was m the rear of lefoimation, 

A mongiel kind of chuick-dragoons, w 
That seived foi hoise and foot at once, 

And m the saddle of one steed 
The Saiacen and chustian nd. 

Were fiee of eveiy spiritual older, 

To pieach, and fight, and pi ay, and murder ) 

Ho soonei got the stait, to lurch 
Both disciplines of wai and chuich, 

And providence enough to run 
The chief commanders of them down, 

But earned on the war against 
The common enemy o' th’ saints, 

And m a while prevailed so far, 

To win of them the game of war, 

And be at libeity once more 
T’ attack themselves as th’ had before 
For now thexe was no foe m arms 
T’ unite then factions with alaims, 

But all reduced and overcome, 

Except their worst, themselves at home, 

* As the sea and land services were often united m one person, and 
admirals were selected fiom the officers of the army, who had ne\er 
trod the deck of a ship, so it was not unusual for zealous soldiers to 
assume the functions of the mmistiy Cromwell, Ireton, and others, 
frequently pleached m public Thus Cleveland — 

those kirk-dragoons 

ade up of ears and ruffb, like ducatoons 

" ~ t nfffir John Presbyter 
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Wh’ had compassed all tliey piayed and swoie, 
And louglit, and pleached, and plundeied foi, 
Subdued the nation, cliui ch, and state, 

And all things hut then laws and hate , * 

But when they came to tieat and tiansict, 
And sliaxe the spoil of all th’ had ransicked, 

To botch up what th’ had torn and lent, 
[Religion and the government, 

They met no soonei, but prepaied 
To pull down all the wai had spared , 

Agieed m nothing, but t 3 abolish, 

Subveit, extnpate, and demolish 
Foi knaves and fools being near of kin, 

As Dutch boors are t’ a sooteikm,+ 

Both pai ties joined to do then best 
To damn the public interest. 

And heided only m consults, # 

To put by one another’s bolts, 

T’ out-cant the Babylonian laboureis, 

At all their dialects of jabbeieis, 

And tug at both ends of the saw, 

To teai down government and law 
Foi as t\v o cheats, that play one game, 

Aie hoth defeated of then aim, 

So those who plav a game of state, 

And only cavil m debate, 

Although there’s nothing lost nor won, 

The public business is undone, 

Which still the longer ’tis in doing, 

Becomes the surer way to nun 

This when the royalists peiceived, — J 
Who to their faith as firmly cleaved, 


* That is, the laws of the land, and the h itred of the people — Gr 
f A kind o t f Use birth, fabulously said to be produced by the Dutch 
women from sitting o\er their stoves ‘ Ihere goes a report of the 
Holland w omen that together with their children they aie delivered 
of a sooteikm , not unlike to a rat, which some imagine to he the 
offspring ot stoves. — Cleveland — Chaiacter of a Diurnal Maker 
% JLhis eulogy upon the patience and fidelity of the royalists has 
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And owned the light they had paid down 
So dearly for, the chuich and ciown — 

Th’ united constantei, and sided 
The moie, the moie their foes divided 
Foi though outnumbered, ovei thrown. 

And by the fate of wai run down, 

Then duty nevei was defeated, 

1 ST or fiom then oaths and faith i eti eated , 

For loyalty is still the same, 

Whethei it win 01 lose the game , 

Tiue as the dial to the sun, 

Although it be not shined upon 
But when these bretheren** m evil, 

Their adversaries, and the devil, 

Began once moie to shew them play, 

And hopeo, at least, to ha\ e a day, 

They rallied m paiades of woods, 

And unfit equented solitudes, 

Com ened at midnight m outhouses, 

T’ appoint new-nsmg lendezvouses, 

And, with a peitmacy unmatched, 

For new leciuitst of danger watched 
No sooner was one blow diverted. 

But up anothei party staited, 

And as if natuie too, in haste 
To furnish oui supplies as fast, 

Befoie hei time had turned desmuction 
T’ a new and numeious pioduction, 

No soonei those weie oveicome, 

But up rose others in then loom, 

That like the chustian firth, inci eased 
The moie, the moie they weie suppressed, 

been justly admired for its beauty ‘II est cependant certain, sai s 
M Larcher * qu’ lls etoient tiop foibles et en trop petit nombre pom 
fare remontei Charles II sur le trone de ses perts, et que si lea, 
Presb> tenena, ne Iui en eussent point applam Ie the , ll n’amoit 
peut-etre jamais etC Roi 

* Ihe woid is lengthened foi the metre 

t Fresh volunteers ready to meui the danger of sustaining the king s 
cause 
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Whom neithei chains, nor transportation, 
Proscription, sale, 01 confiscation, 

Nor all the despeiate events 
Of foimei tiled experiments, 

Noi wounds, could ten if v, noi mangling, 

To leave off loyalty and dangling, 

Noi death, with all his b n^s, affught 
Prom ventuimg to maintain the light, 

Prom staking liie and fortune down 
’Gainst all togetliei, foi the ciown, 

But kept the title of their cause 
Prom foifeituie, like claims m laws 
And pioved no piospeious usuipation 
Can ever settle on the nation. 

Until, m spite of foice and tieason. 

They put then loy Ity m possession. 

And, by then constancy and faith, 

Destioyed the mighty men of Gath 
Tossed m a funous hurncane. 

Did Olivei give up his xeign,* 

And was believed, as well by saints 
As moialt men and miscieants, 

* Alluding to the tempest wlncli occasioned considerable damage 
on the coast, and m sever xl pirt& of the countrj , on the day of Ciom- 
wcll s death It is noticed b> mo^t of the contemporary poets — 

But first the ocean as a tribute sent 
The giant prince of all her watery herd 
And the isle, when her protecting genius went, 

Upon his obsequies loud sighs conferred 

Dm deis — On the Death of Gi omit ell 
Nature her elf took nohee of his death, 

And sighing, swelled the sea with such a breath. 

That, to remotest shores her billows rolled, 

The appro idling fate of their gre^t ruler told 

Waller — Upon the Death of the Lord Protestor 
Nature herself rejoiced at his death, 

And on the waters sung with such a breath, 

As made the sea dance higha than before, 

While her glad waves came dancing to the shore 

Cleveland — Ansner to the above 

f Some editions read moital, which destroys the sense Bee ante, 
p 1 09 note f 

II BLILEE 
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To founder m the Stygian feiry, 

Until he was retneved by Sheiry,* 
Who, m a false eironeous dieam, 
Mistook the New J erusaleru, 

Piofanely foi th’ apociyphal 
False Heaven at the end o’ th* Hall 
Whither it was decreed by fate, 

His piecious reliques to translate 
So Bomulus was seen befoie 
B’ as oithodox a senatoi J 
Fiom whose divine illumination 
He stole the pagan levelation 

Next him his son, and heir apparent 
Succeeded, though a lame vicegerent § 
Who hist laid by the parliament, 

The only ciutch on which he leant, 

And then sunk underneath the state, 
That rode him above horseman’s weight 


* Peter Sterry was one of Cromwell s chaplains, and m a sermon he 
preached at the funeral, lie assured the people that the Piotector 
would be of more use to them, now that he was dead, than he had 
been m his life time because being ascended into heaven at the 
right hand to J esus Christ, he would there intercede for them, and be 
mindful of them on all occasions * 

t Abutting upon Westminster Hall there were three ordinaries or 
taverns, called bj the singular names of Heaven Hell, and Purgatory 
The allusion in the te\.t is to the disinterment of Ciomw ell s body after 
the Restoration, when his head was set up near the tavern called 
Heaven, at the end of the Hall 

t Julius Pioeulus who made a solemn statement before the senate 
that Romulus had appeared to him after his death, and predicted the 
future greatness of the city 

^ Richard Ciomwell the eldest son of Cromwell named tor the 
success on by his father and proclaimed Loid Piotector by the Pnvy 
Council He leigned long enough to summon a parliament, and 
resign his authority, which he wanted courage and capacity to 
enfoice These lines weie stolen by tie author of a ballad, pub 
lished afteiwaids amongst the Remains attubuted to Butler — 

"VS hat s woise old Noll is marching off. 

And Dick, his hen appaient, 

Succeeds him m the gov eminent, 

A very lame -vicegerent 

lale of tliu Colblei and Ticat o/Biay 
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And now tlie saints began then reign * * * § 
l 1 01 which th 5 had yearned so long m yam, 
And felt such bowel-lnnkeimgs, 

To see an empne all of kings, t 
Delneied fiom th’ Egyptian awe 
Of justice, government, and law, 

And fiee t’ eiect what spiritual cantons 
Should he xevealed, 01 gospel Hans-Towns J 
To edify upon the mms 
Of J ohn ot Leyden’s old outgoings, 

Who foi a weathei-cock hung up 
Upon their mothei-clmieh’s top § 

Was made a type by Piovidence, 

Of all then ie\ elations since, 

And now fulfilled by his successor^ 

Who equally mistook then measuies 
Foi when they came to shape the model, 
Not one could fit another’s noddle. 

But found then light and gifts raoie wide 
Fiom fadgmg || than th’ unsanctified, 

While eveiy individual hi other 
Strove hand to fist against another, 

And still the maddest, and most ciacked, 
Weie fonnd the busiest to transact, 

Fox though most hands dispatch apace, 

And make light work, the pioveih says, 
Yet many different intellects 
Aie found t’ have conti aiy effects, 


* A sneer upon the Committee of Safety — G 

f Ee\ 1 6, \ io 

% lliat is to form communities in grace similar to the political 
combinations of the Swiss cantons, and the Germ in Hans-1 owns 
league 

§ John Bochhold, the fanatical leader of the Anabaptists, who 
seized upon the city of Munster and held it duung a protricted siege 
Wlmn he fell it last into the hands* of the bc»iegeis he is said to ha\e 
himself suggested the ignominious* punishment afterwards inflicted on 
lnm He and two of his, associate*, were hung in non cages, upon the 
highest tow er m the city 
\ bee ante, p iz 3, note *. 
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And many heads t’ obstiuct mtngues, 

As slowest insects have most legs 
Some were for setting up a king, 

But all the rest foi no such thing, 

Unless king Jesus { others tampered 
For Fleetwood Desborough, and Lambeit,+ 

Some foi the rump,J and some more ciatty, 

For agitatois,§ and the safety || 

* Alluding to the Fifth-Honai chy men Butler has thus described 
the chaiacter of a member of this sect — ‘ His design is to make Chnst 
lung, as his forefather the Jens did, only to abuse and ciucify him, 
that he might share his lands and good^, as he did his vice gerent & heie 
He fancies the fifth-monarchy as the quintessence of all crovern- 
ments, abstracted fiom all matter, md consisting wholly of revelations, 
visions and mysteries John ot Lev den was the fiist founder of it 
and though he unseamed, like Romulus m a tempest, his posterity 
have levelations cveiy full moon that theie may be a tune to set up 
his title agun, and with better success , though his brethien, that have 
attempted it since, li td no sooner quai tcred his coat with then own, 
but then whole outwaid men were set on the gates of the city where 
a head and four qu liters st md a»> t> pes and figuics of i fifth monaiohy 
— Character of A Fifth Monarchy man 

f Fleetwood, De&borough, aud Limbeit, after the death of the Pro 
tectoi , intrigued against the government oi Richard Cromwell, and 
cxch had his paitisans The foiniei two had been connected wi + li the 
Piotector by marriage, Fleetwood having married his daughter Ireton s 
widow, and Desborough, his sister , yet, notwithstanding the advan- 
tages they might be supposed to have denv ed fiom these cu cumstance'g 
Lambert, a mm of gi eater capacity and eneigy than either, enjoyed 
the lirgest ‘-hare of populat influence 

% In Kay, i659 the council of officers, with Fleetwood as their 
president, resolved upon the revival of the Long Parliament, which 
had been broken up by Ciomwell m 165 3 Ludlow prepaied a list of 
the surviving membeis who weie accordingly summoned to attend, 
I enthall being recalled to lus office of Speaker 1 he Pi esby tenons, 
secluded 111 1548 , piesented themselves to take their places with 
Prynne at then head, but were lefused admittance and when the few 
remaining privileged membeis weie collected m the House, they were 
found to be a mere lemnant of the old assembly Hence that Pailia- 
ment acquired the nick-name of the Rump 
§ Ike chiefs of the army hiving established a general council of 
officers, the soldieis foimed, out of their own body a subordinate 
council, consisting of deputies chosen fiom each legimcnt, which was 
to act as a sort of House of Commons to the general council of officers 
These persons weie called agitators 
j[ When the Rump Parliament was broken up by Lambert, within 
a few months after it had been summoned m ich m the same manner 
as the Long Pailiament had been broken up by Cromwell the officers 

~~ T ^ +T n yin la fhfmerl 
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Some for the gospel, and massacres 
Of spmtual afitdavjt-makeis, 

That swoie to any human legence 
Oaths of supiem’cy and allegiance, — 
Yea, though the ablest s wealing saint, 
That vouched the bulls o’ tli’ covenant 
Otheis for pulling down th’ high places 
Of synods and piovmcial classes, 

That used to make such hostile imoads 
Upon the saints, like hloody Nimrods , 
Some foi fulfilling piophecies * 

And th’ extnpation of th’ excise, 

And some against th’ Egyptian bondage 
Of holy-clays, and paying poundage 
Some foi the cutting down of gi oves X 
And lectifymg bakers’ loaves, 

And some for finding out expedients 
Against the slaveiy of obedience. 

Some weie foi gospel-mimsteis, 

And some for redcoat seeulais,§ 

As men most fit t’ hold foith the woid, 
And wield the one and th’ othei swoid, 
Some weie foi carrying on the woik 
Against the pope, and some the Tuik , 
Some foi engaging to suppiess 
The caroisado of suiplices,|| 


themselves mto a provisional council, lor the management of public 
affinis Tin* council was called a Committee of Salet> 

* Warburton thinks this means t ikmg up arms against the Pope 
But there is no historical evidence to show that a crusade agamst the 
Pope was entei tamed by an / pirtv, although some such notion seenib 
to be alluded to m a subsequent lmc 
t Alluding to the abolition of festiv als, and the poundage levied on 
property 

% The pillared aisles of churches and cathedrals w ere supposed to 
hav e been suggested by the ancient gioves dedicated to idols in the 
pagan ages 

§ lhat is, some were for the maintenance of the regular clergy, and 
other* for that class of preachers previously designated as ‘ church- 
dragoons 

jj When the soldiers, m a night expedition, put their shirts over 
their armour, m older to be distinguished, [that is, that they might 
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That gifts and dispensations kmdeied, 

And turned to th’ out wax d man the mwaid 
Moie pioper foi the cloudy night 
Of popeiy than gospel -light, 

Oth eis weie for abolishing 
That tool of matrimony, a ring. 

With which th’ unsanctihed bridegroom 
Is mamed only to a thumb , — * 

As wise as ringing of a pig, 

That used to bieak up ground and dig, — 
The bnde to nothing but her will,+ 

That nulls the aftei -marriage still, 

Some weie for th’ uttei extn pation 
Of linsey-woolsey $ m the nation, 

And some against all idolising 

The ci oss m shop-books, 01 oaptismg,§ 


know each other m the dark] it is called a cammcle these sectnnes 
were for sup pi edging the episcopil meetings then held secutly, which 
the author witn high humour calls a camisade — W m buruon Htnce 
a night attack was called a camisade, or camisado Ihe word is, 
literally, a shirt Ihe aversion m which surplices weie held has been 
alreadv noticed 

* Thumb is inserted meiely to accommodate the rhyme Under the 
ordinance which instituted minuses before a justice of the peace, 
rings wue dispensed with beal-nngs weie worn m earl} times on 
the thumb and i alstaff speaks ot an * alderman s thumb ring — 
i Rent y IV n 4 A similai allusion occurs m Grlapthorncs Comedy 
of Wit in a Constable i<539 

t W irburlon supposes that this is x quibble upon the first response 
the bride makes m the marriage ceremonj 4 T w ill * This suggestion 
greatly diminishes the force of the satire, which may, with more 
likelihood, be supposed to nnpl} that the bnde bmds lieiself m the 
mainage ceremony to no obligation except hei own will, w'hich Butlei 
elsewhere descubcs as the only faculty of women — 

The souls of w omen are so small, 

Ihxt some helieie they have none at all , 

Oi if the} ha\ c like ci ipples, still 
Th have but one faculty, the will 

Miscellaneous Thoughts 

t See vol 1 p id3,note * 

§ The use of the cross was consideied popish and superstitious , and 
Butler carries the satire so far as to suggest, th it the cioss with which 
tiadesmen maiked off their accounts m their ledgers was a mark of 
idolatry 
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Others, to make all tilings i eca nt 
The chnstian or surname of saint 
And foice all churches, streets, and towns, 
The holy title to i enounce/ 

Some ’gamst a thud estate of souls, f 
And bunging down the pi ice of coals/ 
Some foi abolishing black-pudding, 

And eating nothing with the blood m § 

To abiogate them loots and blanches || 
While ofcheis weie foi eitmg haunches 
Of warn oi s, and, now and then, 

The flesh of kings and mighty men, 

And some for bieakmg of then bones 
With rods of lion, by seciet ones, If 
For thi ashing mountains, + and with spells 
Foi hallowing canieis packs and bells, H 
Things that the legend ne'vei heaid of, 

But made the wicked soie afeaid of 


* For some vears pieviouslp to the Bestoi ation the designation of 
Saint was removed from the names of streets, cliuiches, parishes, and 
all public foundations 

t Eithti the puigitory of the Homan C itholic Church or thit m ei- 
mcdiate state which some regud as the uceptacle ot all souls unt 1 
the dav of judgment a doctrine much dis^ v* * * § ** ed in Butlu s time 

% Ihe heaw taxes levied on coals occasioned much complaint 
amongst all clashes of the people and mmj petitions were presented 
to parliament pi otestmg isr nnst the infliction 

§ That is, some wished to introduce the customs of the Jews 
U It is bv no means ceitun that this punctuation is con ect Dr 
2? ash sub titutes a comma it die end of the lint which lathu m 
creases the difficulty lo make sense of the passage the lme must 
be connected with the piecedmg sentence and not with that winch 
follows I his is done bv placing a comma at the end of the pievious 
line, instead of a semi colon, the reading ol former editions 
«|f This phrase— Psalm lxxxm 3— oceuis m other pi ices — 

Shall precious Saints and seciet ones, 

Break one another s outward bones 

When «ia\ igc be us agice with bears, 

Shall seci et ones lug saints by the ears 

** A ^neer upon the cant of the Fifth -Hon irehv -men, for their mis- 
application of the text, Isaiah xli i 5 — G 
ft Zcch xiv 30 
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The quacks of government, who sate 
At th’ umegarded helm of state, 

And undei stood this wild confusion 
Of fatal madness and delusion 
Must, soonei than a pi odigy, 

Poitend destiuction to he nigh, 

Considered tnnely how t’ withdiaw, 

And save then wind-pipes fiom the law, 

For one lencountei at the bar 

Was woise than all th' had scaped in war, 

And theiefoie mot m consultation 
To cant and quack upon the nation, 

TsTot for the sickly patient’s sake, 

USToi what to give, but what to take, 

To feel the puises of their fees, 

More wise than fumbling aitenes, 

Piolong the snuff of life m pam, 

And fiom the giate lecovei — gam 
’Mong these theie was a politician^ 

With moie heads than a beast m vision, | 

And moie mtngucs m eveiy one 
Than all the wholes of Babylon , 

So politic, as if one eye 
Upon the othei weie a spy. 

That, to trepan the one to think 
The othei bhnd, both stiove to blink, 

And m his daik piagmatic way 
As busy as a child at play 

* Alluding to Sir Anthony Ashley Cooper (aflerwards Lord Shaftes- 
bury) Hollis, and othei fa, who witnessing the confusion that ensued 
upon Cromwell fa death and loicseemg that the Re^toi ation was mel- 
table early withdrew from the agitation, and took measures to ensuie 
their person il security 

t Lord Shaftesbury whose character is drawn by Dry den in Absalom 
and Achitophel , and The Medal and by Lutlei amongst his characters 
under the title of An Undesei ving Favourite Yet whatever amount of 
truth thei e may be m all the s itires upon bhaftcsbuiy , it should not be 
forgotten that he earned the habeas corpus act thiough parliament, 
and bi ought m the measure by w hich Judges are lendered independent 
of the Ciown 

$ Ihe beast with seven heads and ten horns in Revelations 
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IT had seen thiee governments run down/ 
And had a hand in every one , 

Was foi ’em, and against ’em all, 

But barbarous when they came to fall 
Foi oy trepanning th’ old to rum, 

He made his intei tst with the new one, 
Played true and faithful, though against 
His conscience, and was still advanced 
Por by the witchcraft of lebellion 
Tiansfoimed t’ a feeble state-camelion, 

By giving aim from side to side, 

He nevei failed to save his tide, 

But got the stait of eveiy state, 

And, at a change, ne’ei came too late , 
Could turn his woid, and oath, and laith, 
As many ways as m a lathe , 

By turning wriggle, like a sciew, 

Lit’ highest tiust, and out, foi new 
For when h’ had happily mamed. 

Instead of hemp, to be piefened, 

And passed upon a government, 

He played his tnck, and out he went, 

But being out, and out of hopes 
To mount his laddet, moie, ot lopes, 

Would stirve to raise himself upon 
The public min, and his own, 

So little did he undei stand 

The despeiate feats he took m hand, 

For when li’ had got himself a name 
Foi fiauds and tricks he spoiled his game, 
Had foiced his neck into a noose, 

To shew his play at fast and loose ,f 


* He wa^ an active politicim during the rule of Charles I ,the Par* 
liament and Cromwell, and smed under them all 
t Fast and loose, formeil> called Pricking at the Belt or Girdle, a 
cheating game still m vogue amongst trampeis and impostors* at fans 
A leathern btiap is coiled up tightly and placed standing on a table, 
the lolcU being bo artlully arranged that one of than ib made to re&cmble 
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And, when lie chanced t’ escape, mistook, 

For art and subtlety, Ins luck 
So light his -judgment 'was cut fit, 

And made a tally to his wit, 

And both together most piofound 
At deeds of darkness undei ground , 

As th’ eirth is easiest undei mined, 

By veimm impotent and blind 
By all these arts, and many uaoie, 

H’ had practised long and much befoie, 

Our state-aitihcei foiesaw 
Which way the woild began to draw 
Foi as old smneis have all points 
O’ th’ compass m then bones and joints, 

Can by then pangs and aches find 
All turns and changes of the wind, 

And, bettei than by Napier’s bones, 

Feel m then own the age of moons 
So guilty smneis, m a state, 

Can by then cumes piognosticate, 

And m then consciences feel pam, 

Some da^s befoie a shower of 1am , 

He theiefoie wisely cast about 

All ways he could, t’ msuie his thioat, 

And hither came, t observe and smoke 
"What couises otliei uskeis took, 

the central roll of the stiap Hie playci pucks m that paiticular fold 
■with a stick belie; mg that he lias thub made past the bti ip but the 
strap being m leahty foose the tncWei detaches it at once lherc are 
numeious allusions to tins game m the diamatic writings of the 
sixteenth and seventeenth centuries — 

Like a light gipsy hath, at fast and loos>e. 

Beguiled me to the veiy heart of loss 

Antony and Cleopatra , it io 
To sell a bargain well is as cunning as fast and loose 

Love’s Labour Lost, in t 

Selling bargains, md dum-foundmg, ribald jests m the * merry days of 
the Restoi ation weie tucks of another kind, ending similarly m a 
cheat — See Bn's, den’s Prologue to the Ptopkctess 
* See ante, p 56, note § 
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And to tiie utmost do lus best 
To save himself, and bang the rest 

To match this saint theie was anotlici, 

As busy and peiveise a biothei,^ 

An haberdasher of small wares 
In politics and state-affans , 

More J ew than rabbi Aclntophel, 

And better gifted to lebel, 

Foi when h’ had taught his tube to ’spouse 
The cause, aloit upon one house. 

He scorned to set his own m order, 

But tried another, and went further, 

So suddenly addicted ^till 
To ’s only principle, his will, 

That whatsoe’ei it chmced to prove, 

Ho force of aigument could move, 

Hoi law, noi cavalcade of Holbum t 
Could render half a giam less stubborn, 

For he at any time would hang, 

Foi th’ oppoi tunity t’ haiangue, 

And lathei on a gibbet dangle, 

Than nnss his deal delight, to wi angle, 

In which his parts w T eie so accomplished, 

That, light 01 wrong, he ne’ei was nonplussed, 
But still his tongue lair on, the less 
Of weight it boie, with greatei ease, 

* It is supposed that this chaiacter was intended for Colonel John 
Iilburn whose antipathy to authoutj, m whatevei shape it appealed, 
showed itself with equal vehemence under the Atonaichy md the Pio- 
tectorate At one period, prosecuted by the fetai Chamber for sedition 
he w is afterwuds arraigned for treason against Cromwell He was 
the incarnation of the le\ tiling spirit and his discontented and conten- 
tious disposition was so notonous that when he died an epigram was 
written on him, suggesting that John should he buried m one place 
and Lilburn in another, as they would ceitamly quarrel if they were 
buried m the same grave — 

Lav John here, and Lilburn thereabout, 

For if they both, should meet the} would fall out 
f The road from Newgate to lybum lay through Bolbom, and the 
cavalcade is that of the shuifl and his attendants, conducting a male- 
factor to the gallows 
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And, witli its evei lasting clack, 

Set all men’s eais upon the lack, 

No soonei could a hint appear, 

But up he started to pickeei, 

And made the stoutest yield to meicy, 
When he engaged m control eisy, 

Not by the foice of carnal leason, 

But indefatigable teazmg , 

With volleys of eternal babble, 

And clamour, moie unanswerable 
Foi though his topics, hail and weak, 

Could ne’ei amount above a freak, 

He still maintained ’em, like his faults, 
Against the clesp’iatest assaults, 

And backed then feeble want of sense 
With gieatei heat and confidence, t 
As bones of Hectois, when they difter, 

The moie they’ie cudgelled, glow the stiffer 
Yet when his piofit model ated, 

The fuiy of his heat abated , 

For nothing but his intei est 
Could lay his devil of contest 
It was his choice, or chance, or cuise, 

T’ espouse the cause foi better or worse, 
And with his woildly goods and wit, 

And soul and body woi shipped it J 
But when he found the sullen tiapes 
Possessed with th’ de^il, woims, and claps. 
The Tiojan mare, m foal with Gieeks, 

Not half so full of jadish tucks, 

Though squeamish m hei out w aid woman. 
As loose and rampant as Dol Common, § 


* To skirmish before a battle or to go out m foraging parties To 
pic&eer means also to rob, oi pillage 

t When, Lilburn was anaigned for treason against Cromwell, he 
pleaded at his trial that no tieason could be committed against such 
a government, and what he had done was in defence of the liberties of 
his country — N 

t Alluding to the words in the Office of 3Xatrimon> 
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He still resolved to mend tlie matter, 

T* adhere and cleave the obstmater. 

And still, the skittishei and looser 
Hei freaks appealed, to sit the closer, 

Foi fools aie stubborn in then way, 

As coins aie haidened by th’ allay x 
And obstinacy’s ne’er so stifi, 

As when ’tis m a wiong belief 
These two, with otheis, being met, 

And dose m consultation set, 

Aftei a discontented pause, 

And not without sufkcient cause, 

The oratoi we named of late, 

Less ti oubled with the pangs of state, 

Than with Ins own impatience, 

To give himself hist audience, 

Aftei he had a while looked wise, 

At last broke silence, and the ice 

Quoth he ‘Theie’s nothing makes me doubt 
Oui last outgomgsf hi ought about 


* In Butlers time allay and alloy weie indifferently used to express 
the mivtuie of a bisei metal with a finer ihev aie now emplo\ ed m 
dillerent, and with lefeience to the text, opposite senses , allay being 
applied to anv thing which softens, 01 mitigites xhe predominant 
quality, vnd alloy, a met illic mixtuie which 1 educes the punt> of the 
principal metal, and hardens it m the piocess 

t One of the cant terms used b> tlie sectaries, com eying the same 
meaning as woi kings out,’ which occur a little firtlitr on ‘Ihe 
Nonconformist, savs Butler, de cribmg one of th it sect, * does not care 
to have anything founded in nght, but left at large to dispensations 
and out goings of Providence ’ He cries down the Common prayer 
because thei e is no ostentation of gifts to be used m the reading of it,’ 
and, like the Church of Home (which he abominates), he addresses him- 
self to the rabble m a language of which they understand not one 
w ord ‘ As the apostles made then divine calling appear plainly to all 
the world, by speaking languages which they neiei understood before, 
he endeavours to do the same thing mo-t preposterously by speaking 
that which is no language at all, nor understood by anybody, but a 
collection of affected and fantastic expressions, wholly abstract from 
sense, as Nothingness, Soul Dammnqness, and Savingness Ac in such a 
fustian stvlc as thd lurks and Persians use that signify nothing 
hut the vanity and want of judgment of the speaker, though they 
believe it to be the true pioperty of the spirit and highest perfection 
of all sanctity — Character oj an hypocritical Nonconjarmist 
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More than bo see the cliaracters 
Of real jealousies and feais 
Not feigned, as once, but sadly horrid, 
Scoied upon every membei s forehead , 
Who, ’cause the clouds aie diawn together. 
And tin eaten sudden change of weather, 
Peels pangs and aches of state-turns, 

And i evolutions m their coins, 

And, since our workmgs-out aie crossed, 
Throw up tHe cause befoie ’tis lost 
Was it to run away we meant, 

When, taking of the covenant, 

The lamest enpples of the brothers, 

Took oaths to run befoie all otheis/ 

But m therr own sense, only swore, 

To strive to iun away before, 

And now would prove, that woids and oath 
Engage us to i enounce them both 1 * 

Tis tiue tlie cause is m the lurch, 

Between a light and mongiel-chuxch. 

The piesbyter and independent, 

That stickle which shall make an end on’t, 
As ’twas made out to us the last 
Expedient, — I mean Maigaret’s fast,f 
When Providence had been suborned, 

What answei was to be returned J 


* The declaratory words of the covenant were — ‘Our true and 
unfeigned purpose is, each one to go before another m the example of 
a real reformation r 

t The speaker drops the word 1 Saint m conformity with the 
linage alieady alluded to — See ante, p 1 35, note* Ihis practice is 
sud to ha\e been earned so far b> some fan itical sectaiies, that to 
mark still more strong]} then aveision to the woid Sunt the} would 
s ly Sir Peter and Sir Paul The term expedient w as applied to the 
lectures dein cicd on da>s set apait specialty foi public de\otion 
t Sue \ol i p 104 note *§ Some of the sect tries pietended to hold 
a familiar mtei course with heaien which gave a spm*ual sanction to 
their actions and discourses Thev affected to debate questions of 
moment with the Almighty, and to be the depositanes of His com- 
mands which thev alwajs regulated by their own desnes ihis 
blasphemous fanaticism was justly treated with the sexiest nony 
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Else why should tumults flight us now, 

We have so many times gone thiough, 

And undei stand as well to tame 
As, when they seive oui turns t* inflame? 
Have pioved how mconsideiable 
Aie all engagements ot the 1 abide, 

Whose fienzies must be reconciled 
With diums, and lattles, like a child/ 

But ne\ei pioved so piosperous, 

As when they weie led on by us, 

For all our scoui mg of leligion 
Began with tumults and sedition, 

When huiiicanes of fieice commotion 
Became stiong motives to devotion 
As carnal seamen m a stoim, 

Turn pious concerts, and leforra, 

When lusty weapons with chalked edges f 
Maintained oui feeble puvileges, 

And biown-hilIs,J levied m the city, 

Made bills to pass the giand committee. 
When zeal, with aged clubs and glea\es, 
Gave chase to lochetb, and white sleeves, § 


jy the Cavaliei paity yet not a great minj >eai& afterwards TV lute 
nail under the Stuart*, witnessed assumption* of Dmne authonty 
guite as revolting when the biith of a pimee wasascrioed to mira- 
culous agency, and the membeis of the Inmty were described as 
[living ‘conspired to send an heir to the throne — See Djryden s 
Poons, u 170 , Ann Ed 

* Behold the child, by Nature’s kindly law 
Pleaded with a rattle, tickled with a straw 

Pope — Essay on Man, n 

t To fight with rusty, or poisoned weapons w as against the law of 
an is so when the citizens used the forma ,thc> chalked the edge* — 
TV APBUKTON 

% A kind of halbert fomaerly tamed by the English infantry In 
later times it became the weapon of the street w atchmen — 

Lo, with a band of bowmen and of pikes 
Brown bills, and taigiteeis four hundred stiong 
I come Ldiiaulll 11 

Ihese weapons were browned to prevent them fiom becoming ru<?ty 
$ Ihc lochet is the linen vest worn by bishops under their robes — 
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And made the church, and state, and laws, 
Submit t’ old iron, and the cause 
And as we thrived by tumults then, 

So might we better now again, 

If we knew how, as then we did, 

To use them rightly m our need 
Tumults, by which the mutinous 
Betiay themselves instead of us. 

The hollow-heaited, disaffected, 

And close malignant aie detected, 

"Who lay their lives and foi tunes down, 
Foi pledges to secuie our own, 

And fieely saciiffce their eais 
T’ appease oui jealousies and fears 
And yet, foi all these pio^vidences 
W* aie offeied, if ve have oui senses, 

We idly sit, like stupid blockheads, 

Oui Lands committed to oui pockets, 

And nothing but oui tongues at laige, 

To get the wretches a dischaige 
Like men condemned to thunder-bolts, 
Who, eie the blow, become mere dolts, 

Or fools besotted with then crimes, 

That know not how to shift betimes, 

That neithei have the hearts to stay, 

ISTor wit enough to run away. 

Who, if we could lesolve on eithei, 

Might stand 01 fall at least together, 

2 STo mean nor tnvial solaces 
To paitneis in extieme distress, 

Who use to lessen then clespans, 

By pai ting them mt 9 equal shares , 

As if the moie theie were to beai, 

They felt the weight the easiei , 


The passage alludes to the frequent attacks made on the bishops by 
the rabble and the appi entices, m the sheets and the avenues to the 
TT-knsip oi Peeis 
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And eveiy one the gentler hung, 

The moie he took his turn among 
But ’tis not come to that, as yet, 

It we had com age left or wit, 

Who, when oui tate c m be no w or&e, 

Aie htted toi the biavcst com&e, 

Hvve time to rally, and piepaie 
Oui labt and best defence, despair 
Despaii b\ which the gallant’s^ teats 
Ha\e been achieved m gieatest stiaitb, 

And homd’bt dangeis sately waned, 

By bemg couiageously outhi a\ ed , 

As wounds by wider wounds aie healed, 

And poisons by themselves expelled 
And so they might be now again, 

It we weie, what we should be, men., 

And not so dully despeiate, 

To side against otu selves with fate 
As eliminate, condemned to suffer, 

Aie blinded hist and then turned ovei 
This comes ot bie iking covenants. 

And setting up exempts + of saints, 

That fane, like aldeimen,;} fan giaoe, 

To be excused the effioice § 

Foi spmtual men are too tianscendent, 

That mount their banks foi independent, 

* This specul it oa is repeated in a subsequent passage m this 

CUltO — 

"lis true, a scorpion s oil is said 
lo c« ic the wounds the leriniu made 
The thooiv ot rounds inflicted by the stmg of the scorpion bang 
cui able by its oh n oil, was mi ntauied by sn Kcnelm Digby 

f Vispimtcd eiaun m the old editions I he enoi bccmb to have 
a aen trom the pronunci ttion of tile word, winch is 1 1 encli Exempts 
of saints ipplics to peisons who obtained dispensations from eertam 
obligations 

% Jloie correctl> , like persons who decline to ser\e as aldermen 
§ This w ord i> not coined by Butlei as Dr 2s ish ^uppo&eo It s 
old French foi which the woid tjfaaatt is now used It bears two 
meanings — the power to pioauce effects, and the production of the 
cflcctb desired 

II BUTLER 10 
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To hang, like Mahomet, m the an, 

Or St Ignatius, at his piayei,+ 

By puie geometry, and hate 
Dependence upon church 01 state 
Disdain the pedantry o’ th’ letter,]: 

And since obedience is better, 

The Scripture says, than sacnfice, 

Piesume the less on t will suffice, 

And scorn to have the moderat’st stints 
Piescubed their peiemptoiy hints, 

Or any opinion, tiue or false, 

Declaied as such, m doctrmals, 

But le±t at large to make their best on, 

Without being called t’ account 01 quest 5 on 
Intel pi et all the spleen leveils, 

As Whittington explained the bells , § 

And bid themselves turn back again 
Loid Mayors of New Jerusalem, 

But look so big and overgiown, 

They scorn their ediheis to own, 

* See ante , p * * * § 9 , note f 

f The legend of Ignatius Loyola * elates of him that sometime'? in 
the ecstaby of prayer he was raised fiom the ground for a considerable 
time together 

t That is, they did not suffer their consciences to be controlled by 
the letter of Scripture, but rather intei preted Scripture by their con 
sciences, which they made the rule of their faith and conduct 

§ In the old ballad, Whittington is described running away from 
his mastei, and being recalled by the hellb of London, whose sounds he 
mterpieted into a summons to return, piomising at the same time that 
he should one day become Lord Mayor — 

But as he went along 
In a fair summei s morn, 

London hells sweetly lung 
‘ Whittington bach ret T ’ 

Evermore sounding so, 

‘ Turn again, Whittington, 

Eor thou m time shalt giow 
Lord Mayor of London * 

Sir Richard Whittington was Lord Mayor of London three times, m 
1397, 1405 and 1419* and he amassed a fortune of £35o,ooo At 
Whitehall 111 Charles II s time, the ladies had a favourite toy called 
* Ringing Whittington’ — a cage with bells at the top, which were g 
by the motions of a small bird confined \\ ithm 
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Who taught them all then spi inkling lessons. 
Then tones, and sanctified expi essions, 
Bestowed then gifts upon, a saint. 

Like chanty, on those that want.. 

And learned * the apocryphal bigots 
T’ mspne themselves with short-hand notes, t 
Foi Tvhich they scorn and hate them woise 
Than dogs and cats do sow-geldeis 
Foi who hist bied them up to pi ay, 

And teach the house of commons’ way 2 
Wheie hid they all then gifted phiases, 

But fiom oui Calamys and Cases 2 
Without whose spnnklemg and sowing, 

Who e’ei had lieai d of hTve oi Owen ^ 

Then dispensations had been stifled, 

But lor oui Adonnam Byfield, § 


* Taught The \ erb was constantlv used by the old writers m this 
sense winch comes from the Sa\on Iceran, to teach, and is still &o 
used ill some of the provincial dialects — 

But all too late love learneth me 
lo pamt all kind ot colouis new 

Slrre* — State of a Loier 
A thousand moie mischances than this one 
Have learned me how to brook this patiently 

Two Gui of J crona, v 3 

•} Apocrv phal bigots some suppose to be a kind of second rate in- 
dependent divines, who availed themselves of the discourses of the 
genuine bigots, oi presby terian ministers, by taking down the heads of 
it in short-hand and then letailmgit at private meetings — H ihe 
custom is alluded to m one of the j Rump Songs — 

N o factious lecture does he miss, 

And scapes no schism tliats xn fashion. 

But with slioit hair and sinning shoes, 

He with two pens and note book goes, 

And winks, and writes at random , &c 

The Reformation 

? Calamy and Case were amongst the most violent and distinguished 
preachers on the pi esby terian side, and Owen and Nye on that of the 
independents 

§ An active covenanter, originally an apothecary, who rose fiom 
obscurity and bankruptcy to become a chaplain m the army, one of 
the scribes to the Assembly of Divines, and minister of Colhngbom, m 
Wiltshne 


10—2 
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And had they not begun the war, 

Th J had ne er been sainted as they ai e 
Foi saints m peace degeneiate, 

And dwindle down to lepiobate, 

Then zeal conupts, like standing watei, 

In th’ mteivals of wai and slaughtei , 

Abates the shaipness of its edge, 

Without the power of saculege, 

And though they Ve tucks to cast then sms, 

As easy as seipents do then skins, 

That m a while grow out again, 

In peace they turn mere carnal men, 

And fiom the most lefined of samts, 

As natuially glow miscieants 
As barnacles turn solan geese 
I’ th 5 islands of the Orcades 
Their dispensation’s but a ticket 
Foi then conforming to the wicked, 

With whom then gieatest dilfeience 
Lies moie m woids and show, than sense 
For as the Pope, that keeps the gate 
Of heaven, weais thiee ciowns of state ,f 
So he that keeps the gate of hell, 

Piond Cerb’ius, weais thiee heads as well,| 

* Probably an nomcal allusion to a paper published by Sir Robert 
Moray m the Philosophical Tiamactiovs, giving an account of shells 
hanging on trees bv a neck longer than the shell leserablmg the wind- 
pipe ol a chicken the shell itself containing a bud, with a bill like a 
goo^c and the feet like those of other water-fowl I he ^ex-goose 
called a birnacle, is so c died from the ibsuid notion which ionnerly 
pre\ ailed that it giew out of wood or rather out of the bun cles, or 
shells, which ai e found xtlucLed to the bottoms ot ships rocks, and 
timber below the suitacc ot the sea ihe Solan goose is called bcrnaca 
m Poihtguese 

t The tiar i, or triple crown It was originally meiely a round high 
cap , and wa* aftei Maids encompassed with x single ciown and anally 
with thiee ciowns rising abo\ e e xch othei, coveted with precious stones, 
d sui mounted by an orb beaiing a cross 

X Ceiberus haec mgens latratu legna tnfauci 
Per oint — Jim. is \ 1 
Before the thicshold dreadful Ceiberus 
His thiee detormed heads did lay along 
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And, if the woild lias any tioth, 

Some have been canonized in both 
But that which does them gieatest haim, 
Then spmtual gizzards aie too waim, 
"Which puts the ovei heated sots 
In fevei still, like othei goats , 

Bor though the whoi e bends heretics 
With flames of fixe, like ciooked sticks, 
Oui schismatics so vastly diffei, 

Th’ kottei th’ aie they gtow the stiffei , 
Still setting off then spmtual goods, 
With fieice and peitmicious feuds 
Bor zeal’s a dieadful tei mag ant, 

That teaches saints to teai and lant 
And independents to profess 
The doctune of dependences,* 

Turns meek, and seciet, sneaking ones, 
To lawheads fieice, and bloody bones, 
And not content with endless qmnels 
Against the kicked, and then moials, 
The Gibellmes, foi want of Guelis t 
Divert then lage upon themselves 
Boi, now the wai is not between 
The hiethien and the men of sm, 

But saint and sunt to spill the blood 
Of one anothei’s biotheihood, 

Where neithei side can lay pietence 
To libeitv of conscience, 

Or zealous suffenng fox the cause, 

To gam one gi oat’s woith of applause, 
Box, though enduied with lesolution, 
’Twill ne’er amount to peiseeution, 
Shall piecious saints, and seciet ones,J 
Bieak one anothei’s outwaid bones § 


* ‘I am called an Independent * was the reply of one who came to 
subscribe at the session -s because I depend upon my Bible — G 
t Two violent factions th it aiose m Italy m the thirteenth century 
headed by two brotheis Guelph, who espoused the cau&e of the Rope, 
and Gibel th it of the Emperor X See ante , p 1 35 note f 

§ One of the canting phrases drawn fiom Scripture 
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And eat the flesh of bretheren, 

Instead of kings and nnghty naent^ 

When fiends agiee among themselves, 

Shall they be found the greater elves 2 
When Bell’s at union with the Dragon, 

And Baal-Peor fi lends with Dagon, 

When savage beais agiee with beais, 

Shall seciet ones lug saints by th’ ears, 

And not atone their fatal wiath, 

When common dangei threatens both** 

Shall mastiffs, by the collais pulled, 

Engaged with bulls, let go their hold** 

And saints, whose necks are pawned at stake, 
hT o notice of the danger tike‘s 
But though no powei of heaven or hell 
Can pacify fanatic zt al, 

Who would not guess there might be hopes 
The fear of gallowses and ropes 
Before then eyes, might reconcile 
Their animosities awhile. 

At least until th’ had a clear stage, 

And equal freedom to engage, 

Without the danger of surprise 
By booh oui common enemies'* 

This none but we alone could doubt 
Who undei stand their woikings-out, 

And know ’em, both m soul and conscience, 
Giv 1 n up t’ as reprobate a nonsense 
As spiritual outlaws, whom the power 
Of miracle can ne’ei lestoie 
We, whom at fiist they set up under 
In levelation only of plundei, 

Who since have had so many tuals 
Of then encroaching self-denials, t 
That rooked upon us with design 
To out-ieform, and undei mine, 


* See ante , p 1 35 

t Alluding to the self denying or dm mce. 
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Took all om interests and commands 
Peifidiously, out of om hands , 

Involved us m the guilt of blood, 

Without the motive gams allowed, 

And made us seive as mnnstenal, 

Like youngex sons of father Belial, 

And yet, foi all th’ inhuman wiong, 

Th’ had done us, and the cause so long 
We nevei failed to cany on 
The woik still, as we had begun , 

But tiue and faithfully obeyed, 

And neithei pieached them huit, noi piayed, 
ISToi tioubled them to ciop oui eais, 

DSToi hang us, like the catalieis, 

ISToi put them to the chaige of jails, 

To find us pillories and carts’ -taxis, 

Oi hangman’s v ages/ which the state 
Was foiced, befoie them, to be at, 

That cut, like tallies, to the stumps, f 
Om ears foi keeping tine accounts, 

And burned oui vessels, like a new 
Seiled peck, 01 bushel, foi being tiue , 

But hand m hind like faithful biotheis, 

* Held foi the cause against all otheis, 
Disdaining equally to yield 
One syllable of what v e held 
And though we diffeied now and then 
’Bout outwaid things, and outwaid men. 


* Thirteenpcnce halfpenny Theie was a com of that value and 
another of half the \alie, sixpence three farthings, Scotch pieces, 
brought mto Lngland by James I — 

Por half of thirteen pence halfpenny wages, 

I would hive denied ill the town eiges 
And you should has e been rid of all the sages , 

I and mv gallows groan 

The Hangman s last Will and Testament — Rump Songs 

f The notches on tallies, kept bv traders, were planed down when 
th' accounts were discharged, so that in process of time the tallies 
w oald become reduced to stumps * 
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Our lirwaid men, and constant fiame 
Of spurt still weie neai the same, 

And till they first began to cant,* 

And spi inkle down the covenant, 

We ne er had call m any place, 

Nor di earned of teaching down fiee giace, 
But joined oui gifts peipetually 
Against the common enemy, 

Although ’twas ouis, and then opinion, 
Each other’s cliuich was but a Rimnion + 
And yet, for all this gospel-union, 

And outward show of church-communion, 
Theyd neet admit us to oui shaies, 

Of ruling cliuich, or state affans, 

Noi give us leave t’ absoh e, or sentence 
T’ our own conditions of repentance , 

But shared our dividend o’ the ciovn 
We had so painfully pleached down, 

And foiced us, though against the giam, 
T’ have calls to teach it up again 
Eoi "twas but justice to lestoie 
The wrongs we had received before, 

And when ’twas held foith m oui way, 
W’ had been ungiateful not to pay, 

Who for the light we ’ve done the nation, 
Have earned our tempoial salvation, 

And put oui -vessels m a way, 

Once moie to come again m play 
Eoi if the turning of us out, 

Has bi ought thi& piovidence about, 

And that our only suffeimg 
Is able to bung m the king, 


From Mr Andrew Cant, and his son Alexander seditious preach 
and pra>mg m Scotland weie called canting — Mercuratb PaUicus , 
i\ — G 

A god of the Sj mns — 2 Kings v — 

Him followed Kimmon, whose delightful seat 

\\ a* fur Damascub Par Lost, 1 
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What would our actions not have done, 
Had we been suffered to go on? 

And therefore may pretend t’ a share, 

At least, in canymg on tli’ affair 
But whethei that be so, or not, 

We ’ve done enough to have it thought, 
And that’s as good as if w’ had done ’t, 
And easier passed upon account 
For if it be but half denied, 

’Tis half as good as justified 
The world is naturally averse 
To all the tiuth it sees or hears, 

But swallows nonsense and a he 
With gieedmess and gluttony, 

And though it have the pique,* and long, 
’Tis still foi something m the wrong, 

As women long, when they re with child, 
For tilings extiavagant and wild, 

For meats ndiculous and fulsome, 

But seldom any thing that s wholesome , 
And, like the woild, men’s jobbeinolest 
Turn lound upon then ears, the poles, 

And what they he confidently told, 

By no sense else can be conti oiled 

And this, peihaps, may piove the means 
Once moie to hedge m Piovidence 
Foi as 1 elapses make diseases 
Moie desperate than their first accesses. 

If we hut get again m power, 

Oui woik is easier than befoie. 

And we moie ±eady and expeit 
I’ tli mysteiy, to do oui pait 
We, who did lathei nuclei take 
The fiist wai to cieate, than make, 


* Pica a vitiated appetite which makes the patient cra\e things 
which are unfit for food 

t Hie held llie meaning is that mens heads are turned lound 
b> swallowing nonsense and lies 
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And when of nothing ’twas begun, 

Eaised funds as strange, to carry ’t on , * 
Trepanned the state, and faced it down, 

With plots and projects of our own, 

And if we did such feats at first, 

What can we now we he better veisecH 

Who have a freer latitude 

Than smneis give themselves, allowed,, 

And theiefore likeliest to bring m, 

On fanest terms, oui discipline, 

To which it was revealed long since 
We weie ordained by Providence, 

When thiee saints’ ears, our piedecessois, 

The cause’s primitive confessois,+ 

B’mg ciucified, the nation stood 
In just so many years of blood, 

That, multiplied by six, expiessed 
The pei feet number of the beast, J 

* Tire taxes levied bj the parliament in four y ears are said to have 
amounted to £ 1 7,513-, 400 t See vol 1 p 1^8, note § 

t Let him that hath understanding count the numbei of the beast 
foi it is the number of a man and his number is six hundied three 
score and six ’ — Revelations xm 18 By multiplying the thiee units — 
the thiee saints — by six, the number of yens tlk,Ci\il TV u lasted, wc 
obtain thiee sixes which, placed in a line, 666 give the exact number 
of the beast This numbei being the maik of Anti Christ has pio 
duced much ingenious -px culation from the earliest ages oi Christianity 
Fevaiclent says Dr Nash discovered this number m the name of 
Mai tin Luthtr, and the sectaries expended no mconsideiable pams 
upon then attempts to tiace it m the names of the bishops ‘ By this 
means they hare found, sajs Butler, m his chaiaeter of an Hermetic 
Philosopher, ‘who is the tiue ownci of the beast m the Apocalypse, 
which has long passed for i stiay among the learned what is the true 
product of 666 , that has lung like Whittingtons bells m the ears of 
the expositors how long it is to the day of judgment and, which is 
more wonderful, whether it shah be m winter or summei * Some of 
the annotators sugge&t that the passage m the text may have been 
intended to refer not to the Apocatyptic, but to the Independent 
beast and that it is made out 111 this wav Three yeais, of blood’ 
elapsed from the time the king set up Ins standard to the decisive 
battle of Naseby , these thiee years answer to the three ‘ confessois ’ 
and three multiplied by s x, the number of their ears yields ig the 
number of yeais during which the Independents prevailed — that is, 
fiom the commencement of the war to the Restoration 
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And proved that we must be the men 
To bring this woik about again , 

And those who laid the hist foundation, 
Complete the thorough lefoimation 
For who have gifts to cairy on 
Bo great a woik, but we alone 2 
What churches have such able pastors, 

And piecious, powerful, pleaching masteis^ 
Possessed with absolute dominions 
O’er brethren’s pluses and opinions, 

And trusted with the double keys 
Of heaven, and their w alehouses. 

Who, when the cause is m distiess, 

Can furnish out what sums they please, 

That broodmg lie m bankers bands, 

To be disposed at their commands. 

And daily mcietse and multiply, 

With doctune, use, and usury 
Can fetch m paities, as, m wai 
All othei heads of cattle aie, 

Fiom th’ enemy of all religions, 

As well as high and low conditions, 

And shaie them, fiom blue ribbands down 
To all blue aprons m the town , 

* This may allude to the apprentices, who took an actne parfcm the 
agi ation or, as suggested in a note m Dr Grey s edition to the 
numerous pieachers who appeared in “blue aprons This latter cunous 
fact seems to be confirmed by the following passages — 

Counting our tapers, works of daikness, and 
Clioo^mg to see priests in blue aprons stand 

— On Chribt OhuuJi TTuidom 
Isfevt to tell you must not be forgot, 

How I did trot 

W ith a great zealot to a lecture , 

Where I a tub did view. 

Hung with an apron blue, 

’Twas the preacher s, I conjecture 

Hump Songs — On the Scltt'matic Rotundas 
Possibly to this custom may be referred the expression b> which Butler 
describes the religion of his hero — 

’Iwas Pie&bvt^rian, true blue — See vol 1 p Si 
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Fiom ladies burned m caleches,* 

With cornets t at their footmen’s breeches, 

To bawds as fat as mother ISTab, 

All guts and belly, like a ciab 
Our paity’s gieat, and bettei tied 
With oaths, and tiade, than any side, J 
Has one considerable nnpiovement 
To double foitify the covenant, 

I mean our covenant to pui chase 
Delinquents’ titles, and the chui oil’s, 

That pass m sale, from hand to hand, 

Among oui selves, foi cunent land, 

And use 01 fall, like Indian actions, 

Accoidmg to the late of tactions, 

Oui best leseive for lefoimation, 

When new outgoings give occasion, 

That keeps the loins ot biethien girt, 

The covenant, then cieed, t’ asseit, 

And, when they ’ve packed a pai Lament, 

Will once moie tiy th’ expedient 
Who can alieady rnustei fi lends, 

To seive foi members to oui ends, 

That lepiesent no part o’ th’ nation, 

But EisherVfolly § congregation , 

* The French name for a light carriage, called m English a calash 
t Ornaments on the breeches 

t Hie presbjtenan partv deuved its chief strength fiom those who 
had taken the covenant, and the citizens 

§ ‘A large and beautiful bouse [in Bishopsgate] with gaidens of 
pleasure, bowling allejs and such like built b> Jx^pei 1 l&liei , fi ec of 
the Goldsmiths , late one of the Six Cleiks of the Chancei y, and a 
Justice of the Peace It hath since for a time been the Eirl of 
Oxford s place The Queen’s Majesty Elizabeth hath lodged there 
It now belongeth to Sir Roger Manners I his house being so laige 
and sumptuous, built by a man of no gieatei calling possessions, -or 
wealth (for he was indebted to mam) was mockingly called Fishci s 
Folly, and a rhythm was made of it, and other the like in. this 
manner — 

Kiri by’s Castle, and Fisher’s Folly, 

Spmola s pleasuie, and Megses glory ’ 

Stow s Survey 

Fuller, m his Worthies, pieserves tins couplet amongst his London 
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Aie only tools to om mtngues, 

And sit like geese to hitch om eggs, 

Who, hy then piecedents of xvit, 

T’ outfast, outloitei, and outfit,^ 

And 01 dei matters under hand, 

To put all business to a stand 
Lay public bills aside, lor pm ate, 

And make ’em one anothei drive out, 

Diveit the great and necessaiy, 

With trifles to contest mdnaiy. 

And make the nation lepiesent, 

And serve foi us m parliament, 

Cut out moie woik than can be done 
In Plato’s yeai,f but lmi&h none, 

Unless it be the bulls ol Lenthal, 

That always passed loi fundamental J 
Can set up grandee against giandee, 

To squander time away, and bandy , 

proverbs and sa> s that the four houses illuded to were * iliout the 
city, built hy citizens, large ird sumptuous above thur e tates who e 
memories are likelv longu to continue b> thi^ rh) me than M their 
own pompous buildings I l&hu >* I oil) aft ere aids used as a 

conventicle Hence the allusion m tlie text 

* Bj these means, bke speaking asainst time the pailnmcntar) 
leaders frequently defe ited tl e king s fi lends m the House of C ommon 
and carried then measuies by literally exhausting their opponents 
lhe fasts interfered seriously with the progress of business as they 
sometimes lasted twelve hours at a stietch 
t Plato s yeai, the period within winch the earth makes its com- 
plete revolution was estimated at 4000 years by some, and at six. or 
seven times that term by other 

% By the bulls aie meant the ordinances «igned by Lenthal, the 
Speaker Dr Nash discovers a pun m this couple* ‘ lhe) mi) be 
termed fundamentals, becau-e manv of them w cie l^ued bv tbt lump 
pailiament ’ The ordm mces signed by Lenthal as Spe iker of the 
Run p, bear liovvevei a veiy smul pioportion to those he 1 la pre- 
viously signed He was Speakei tlnoughout the whole period of the 
Cml Wai It was a common joke, howevei, to call the ordinances of 
the Rump fundamental laws — 

Let no man pietend any cause 
Against the Rump to open his jaws, 

Foi it rules b) the fundamental la\ s, 

\\ luch nobody can denv 

Rump Song* — fortune Raising 
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Make loids and commoners lay sieges 
To one another s pnvileges 
And, latliei than compound the quail el, 
Engage, to tb’ inevitable peril 
Of both then lums, th' only scope 
And consolation of our hope 
Who, though we do not play the game, 
Assist us much by giving aim , 

Can mtioduce oui ancient aits, 

Eoi heads of tactions t’ act then parts, 
Know what a leading voice is voith, 

A seconding, a third, or fouith, 

How much a casting voice comes to, 
That turns up tiump oi Ay 01 JVo, 

And, by adjusting all at tli end, 

Shaie eveiy one his dividend 
An ait that so much study cost, 

And now's m dangei to be lost, 

Unless oui ancient vntuosos, 

That found it out, get into th’ houses * 
These are the courses that we took 
To carry things by hook or ciook,f 
And piactised down fiom forty-four, 
Unless they turned us out of dooi $ 


* When the Rump Parliament was summoned, see ante , p 133, 
note $ the secluded membus picsentcd themselves m a Tt>od) with 
Pn nne at their head, but \\ ere met at the door by Colonel Pride, and 
refused admittance 

t Crook and Hutton were the only two judges who dissented from 
their biethien m the case of Ship-money , which occasioned the wags 
to say that the king earned it by Hook, but not by Ciook — G It is 
generally supposed that the phrase, by hook or by crook that is, b> 
one means or another, was dein ed from this cncumstance , but 
Warton, m his notes on Spenser, shows that it was m common use 
long before, of which he cites examples from Spenser and Skelton 
Kumeious lllustiations might be di awn fiom Syb ester, Flono, and 
other writer's long antecedent to the Restoi ation Amongst the eaily 
writers, hook was a common teim of reproach 

t Prom 1544, the date of the self denying ordinance, to 1548, when 
they the Presbyterians, were turned out, or refused admittance, at the 
door of the Commons 
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Besides the lieids of Boutefeus* 

We set on woik, without the house. 

When eveiy knight and citizen 
Kept legislative journeymen, 

To bung them m intelligence, 

Eiorn all points of the labhles sense, 

And fill the lobbies of both houses 
With politic linpoitant buzzes 3 
Set up committees of cabals, h 
To pack designs without the walls , 

Examine and draw up all news, 

And fit it to oui piesent use, 

Agiee upon the plot o’ the faice, 

And eveiy one his pait i eke arse. 

Make Qs of ansveis, to way lay 
Wliat th’ other paity’s like to say, 

With lepartees, and smait reflections, 

Shall be letumed to all objections 
And who shall bleak the mast ei-jest. 

And what and how, upon the lest, 

Help pamphlets out, with safe editions, 

Of piopei slandeis and seditions, 

And tieason foi a token send, 

By lettei, to a countiy fuend, 

Dispei se lampoons, the only wit 
That men, like buiglaiy, commit, 

With falsei than a paddei’s face,J 
That all its owner does betrays. 

Who theiefoie dues not trust it, when 
He’s m his calling, to be seen 
Dispei se the dung on banen earth, 

To bung new weeds ot discoid foith, 

* Incendiaries 

t The teim cabal was applied to the ministers of Charles II , the 
the initial letters of whose n es form the woid, Clifford, Ashley, 
Buckingham, Arlington, and Lauderdale, but the supposition that 
the term originated m this way is eironeous It is demed from 
cabala, seciet knon ledge , hence, secret society, or combination 
% Alluding to the masks worn by highwaymen 



160 


HUDIBRkS 


Be sure to keep up congregations 
In spite of laws and proclamations 
Bor charlatans can do no good, 

Until they he mounted m a crowd, 

And when they he punished all the hurt 
Is but to fare the better foi’t, 

As long as confessors are sine 
Of double pay lor all th’ endure, ' 

And what they earn m persecution, 

Are paid t’ a gi oat m contribution 
Whence some tub-holders-forth have made 
In powder mg-tubs their richest trade ,+ 
And, while they keep their shops m puson, 
Have found then puces stiangely risen, 
Disdain to own the least legiet 
Bor all the chu&tian blood we’ve let, 


* Rastwick Burton and Prynne "were 1 ichiv rewarded b\ the par 
liament for the pumshmtius mthcfed upon them by the Stu Ch i nbcr 
f The editoi of the last edition of Gic} s Hudibjas sa> s tint pou der 
mg tubs were boxes used m the cure of an infamous disease md he 
illustrates this interpretation by tae following pissagc fiom fc>liak 
speure — 

To the ’"pital go, 

And fi om the powdering tub of mfumj 
Fetch torth that 1 tzai kite ol Ciessid b kind, 

Doll leai sheet Htn V \ 

The supposition that such boxes wue evei used by the medical 
profession is unsuppoitcd by evidence and the passage quoted fiom 
Shakbpeaie convcv b a wholly difteioit munmg Powdering tub hue 
means the hospital as the passage itself implies it w is the tenn 
foimeily tpphed to the place wheie the infected peison w is cured It 
was also applied to the tub m which beet was salted, the word powder- 
ing being popularl> used to dtsenbe the processor spnnkhng with 
salt In this sense, bhakspeaie elscwheie cmplovs the word pow- 
deied — 

Lucio How doth my dear morsel, thy mistress •* Procures she still ? 
Ha’ 

Cloun Tioth, sir, she bath eaten up all her beef, and she is herself 
m the tub 

Lucio Why tis good it is the light of it, it must be so even 
your fresh wlioie, and youi powdeied bawd — Ma&an toi Marine, m z 
Dr Isash suggests that powdei mg-tubs, as above used by Butler, pro- 
bably signifies prisons, an explanation which seems to be sustained 
by the context 
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’Twill save oui credit, and muntim 
Oiu title to do so again. , 

Thit needs not cost one diatn of sense, 

But pei fallacious impudence 
Oui constancy t’ oui punciples, 

In time w ill w<. u out all tilings eke 
Like mubk statues, nibbed m pieces 
Witli gallantly ot pilgnms’ kisses k 
While those who turn and wind then oaths 
Hate swelled and sunk, like othei fioths 
Pie vailed a while, hut 5 twas not long 
Betoic fiom woild to woild they swung, 

As they had turned fiom side to side, 

And as the changelings lived they died ’ 
This snd, th’ nnpitient statesmorger 
Could now contain himself no longer, 

Who had not spaied to show his piques 
Against tlT haianguei’s politics, 

With smait remarks of leenng faces, 

And annotations ot grimaces 
Attei he had admnnsteied a dose 
Ot snuff mundungus to his nose. 

And powdeied th’ inside ot his skull, 
Instead of th’ out w aid jobbemol 
He shook it with a scornful look 
On th* adveisary, and thus he spoke 
4 In die&smg a calfs head, although 
The tongue and biams together go, 

Both keep so great a distance heie, 

J Tis strange if ever they come near, 

Foi who did ever play Ins gambols 
With such msuffeiable i ambles, 

To make tbe bunging m the king, 

And keeping ot him out one thing? 


+ Ibe block Wone A t Weed, the nimble round tbe C^a Sann of 
Loietto and mm, of cr btatues* and felmnets, come within tine de- 
scription 

II BUriEK 


11 



162 


IIUDIBKAS 


Whic-li none could do, hut those that swoie 
T’ as point-blank nonsense lieietofoie, 

That to defend was to invade, 

And to assassinate to aid x 
Unless, because you chove him out, — 

And that was nevei made a doubt, — 

Uo powei is able to lestoie 

And bung him m, but on youi scoie., 

A spmtual doctune, that conduces 
Most piopeily to all youi uses 
’Tis tiue, a scoipion’s oil is said 
To erne the wounds the veimm made,f 
And weapons diessed with salves, restoie 
And heal the huits they gave befoie 
But whether presbytenans have 
So much good natuie as the salve, 

Oi vntue m them as the vemnn, 

Those who have tiled them can detexmme 
Indeed ’tis pity you should miss 
Th’ aneais of all your sei vices, 

And foi tlT eternal obligation 
Y’ laid upon th J ungiateful nation, 

B’ used so unconscionably hard, 

As not to find a just leward, 

For lettmg xapme loose, and murthei, 

To iage just so fai, but no furtbei J 
And setting all the land on fire, 

To bum t’ a scantling, but no highei , 


* Kolf, a shoemaker, w is indicted for entertaining a design to 
assashm ite the 1 mg m tlu Isle of Wight , and Serjeant Wild who 
tried the case at Winchester and is said to have been bribed to get off 
the accused m chaining the juiy said, that men should not be con- 
demned for their words and that it was possible that the very persons 
who bore testimony i gainst Rolf might themselves have planned the 
regicide, and that Holt might have loaded his pistol to preserve the 
king t See ante, p 145 note * 

t Setting up the pietenec that the presbjtnians did not originally 
contemplate the extremities to which the Ci\il Wirwas ultimately 
carried, as if haung thrown down the flood-gate*, they could stop 
the torrent when they saw fit 
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For venturing to assassinate, 

And cut tlie thi oats of cliuich and state, 
And not be allowed tlie fittest men 
To take the charge of both again 
Especially that have the giace 
Of self-denying gifted face , 

Who, when yoiu piojects have miscan led, 
Can lay them, with -undaunted forehead, 
On those you painfully tiepinned, 

And sprinkled m at second hand, 

As we have been, to shaie the guilt 
Of Christian blood, devoutly spilt , 

Foi so oui ignoiance was flammed 
To damn oui selves, t’ avoid being damned , 
Till finding youi old foe, the hangman, 
Was like to luich yon at back-gammon, 
And win youi necks upon the set, 

As well as ouis, who did but bet, 

Foi he had diawn youi ears before, 

And nicked them on tlie self-same score, 
We thiew the box and dice away, 

Befoie y’ had lost us at foul play, 

And hi ought you down to 100k and lie, 
And fmcy only on the by,+ 

Redeemed youi foi felt jobber noles, 

Fiom pci clung upon lofty poles 
And rescued all youi outwaid traitois, 
Fiom hanging up, like alligatois,^ 

For which ingeniously y’ have showed 
Your pieslrytenan giatitude, 

Would freely have paid us home in kind, 
And not have been one rope behind 


* That is, committed lebellion and bloodshed to keep out popery, &c 
t From being players of the political game, the pi esby ten ans were 
reduced to become mere lookers on On the b> , illudes to bj bets, 
made by spectatois of the game 

t Alluding to the custom of hanging up alligatois m the shops of 
druggists and vendois of cuiio©ities 
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Those weie your motives to divide, 

And sci uple, on tlie othei side, 

To tuin yoiu zealous hands, and foice, 
To fits of conscience and lemoise, 

To be convinced they weie m vain, 

And face about for new agmn. 

For truth no moie unveiled yom eyes, 
Than maggots aie convinced to flies, t 
And theiefoie all youi lights and cxlls 
Aie but apociyphal and false, 

To chaige us with the consequences 
Of all yoiu native insolences, 

That to yom own impel ious wills 
Laid law and gospel neck and heels, 
Coiiupted the Old Testament, J 
To serve the New foi piecedent , 

T’ amend its enois and defects, 

With muidei and iebelhon4e\ts, 

Of winch theie is not any one 
In all the book to sow upon , 

And tlieiefore fiom your tube, the lews 
Held clmstian doctnne foith, and me. 
As Mahomet yom chief, began 
To mix them m the Alcoian,§ 


* That is, that they pi ctendcd to lay to the account of conscience 
and remora e, thxt tie icheiy to their former colleagues which really 
sprang fiom jealousy 

f Altered in. the edition of 1710 to — 

lhan maggots ■when they turn to flies 
t This was done sajs In Giej, by a fxnatic »1 punter, in. the 
Seventh Commandment, who printed it, ‘ Ihou sh lit commit adulteij 
for which he w is fined by the St xi Chamber 

§ Foi the Tuihs patmach, Mahomet, 

Was the fix s gi cat 1 eformer and the chiet 

Of th ancient Cm latmn belief 

Ihat mneed it xvith new light, and cheat, 

With revelations* * * § dreams and visions. 

And apostolic superstitions 

io be held foith, and earned on by wai 

And his successor was a presbyter 

BuTLEr s Ode on an JETypoci itical Nonconformist 
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Denounced and piayed with, deice devotion, 
And bended elbow s on the cushion , 

Stole fiomtlie beggais all youi tones, 

And gifted moititvxng groans. 

Had lights wheie bettei eyes were blind, 

As pigs aie said to see the wind, 

Filled Bedlam with predestination, 

And Knightsbiidge with illumination, t 
Made clnldien, with your tones, to run foi’l, 
As bad as Bloodybones 01 Lunsfoid j; 


* And now as hogs can see the wind, 

And storms it distance coming find 

Uudibi as at Cow t 

It is, a common belief amongst the vulgar that pigs see, 01 foitaee the 
approach of stoims, fiom their restlessness bofoie a cnangc ot weather 
but this restlessness is not confined to swine — 

And oft alas ' the long experienced wights 

(Oh ' could they too prevent them ') storms foresee, 

1 or as the storm rules on the rising clouds, 

Fly the fleet wild-geese far away or cl 3 e 
I he heifei tow aids, the zenith leais her head. 

And with expanded nostuls snuffs the an , 
lhe swallows, too then any cncuits weave 
And boieiming skim the biook &,c — Yop-Gaiden 

A eow, about half in hour 

Before theie comes i lia-t) showci, 

Does clip hei tail against the hedge — Bntish Apollo 
Some say tlmt a hog is most dull and of a melancholy nature , and 
so by reason doth foie&ee the 1am that eometli and m time of lam 
indeed, I h ive observed that most cattle do puck up their eais, as for 
example in iss will, when he pciceiveth a storm of lam or hail doth 
follow — lhe Cunovtie s, 0) the Cabinet of Nature 

f low irds the close of the sixteenth century there was a lazar- 
house (euoneousl) desenbed as a mad-liousc by Di Nash) at Ivmghts- 
bndge lhe last editoi of Grey s Hudibras supposes that * the wx etched 
inmates were the Piesbyterian Illuminati alluded to by Butlei * I his 
is doubtful, since it is by no means cei tam that the lazir-house existed 
m the time of the Civil War 

t Sir Thom is Lunsford, Governor of the Tower, a man of dissolute 
chiractei and vindictive deposit on His name seems to have been 
used to spieid alaim amongst the people, rnuen m the same way as 
the story of Raw head and bloodybones was related to lngliten 
children Ills enemies even went so fir is to lcpoit that he had so 
brutal an appetite that he would e at children a chaige winch exposed 
them to the ridicule of the Cav alier poets 
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While women, gi eat with child, miscamed, 

For being to malignants mamed 
Transioimed all wives to Dalilahs, 

Whose husbands weie not foi the cause. 

And turned the men to ten-homed cattle, 
Because they came not out to battle, 

Made tailors’ ’pi entices turn lieioes, 

Ecu feai of being tiansfoimed to Mei oz,* 

And lather foifeit then indentures, 

Than not espouse the saints’ adventuies 
Could tiansubstantiate, metamoi plio^e, 

And cliaim whole heids of beasts, like Oipheus, 
Enchant the king’s and chuich’s lands, 

T’ obey and follow youi commands, 

And settle on a new fieehold, 

As Maicly-hill had done of old,t 
Could turn the co'v’nant, and tianslate 
The gospel into spoons and plate, 

Expound upon all mei chants’ cashes, 

And open th’ mtncatest places , 

Could catechize a money-box, 

And prove all pouches oithodox, 

Until the cause became a Damon, 

And Pythias the wicked Mammon | 

And yet, m spite of all youi chaiqis 
To conjure Legion up m aims, 

And raise moie devils m the lout, 

Than e’ei y’ were able to cast out, 

Y* have been 1 educed, and by those fools, 

Bied up, you say, m your own schools, 


* Judges t »3 A favourite text with the parliamentary preachei s 
t Mai cly Hill m Heieford'diire, ‘did' bays Camden, in the >eu 
i575, roube itself, as it were out of sleep, and for three da>s togethei, 
shoving its piodigioub body forward, with a liomblc loaimg noise, and 
overturning evci) thing m its w ay, 1 n^ed ltbdf, to the great astonish 
ment of the beholders, to a higher place, by that kind of earthquake, 
I suppose, which naturalists call Biasmatia ’ — JBntanma 

X TJntil the union between Mammon and the cuise had become as 
closel} knitted as the friendship of Damon and Pythias 
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Who, though hut gifted at yom feet, 

Ha\e made it plain they have moie wit, 

By whom you’ve been so oft tiejianned, 

And held foith out of all command, 

Out-gifted, out-impulsed, out-done, 

And out-ievealed at cairymgs-on, 

Of all your dispensations woimed, 
Out-piovidenced and out-ieformed, 

Ejected out of cliuich and state, 

And all things but the people’s hate, 

And spmted out of th’ enjoyments 
Of piecious, edifying employments, 

By those who lodged then gifts and giaces, 

Like bettei bowleis, m youi places 
All which you boie with resolution, 

Chaiged on th’ account of peisecution, 

And though most ughteously oppie&s>ed, 

Against youi wills, still acquiesced 
And never hummed and hahed sedition, 

Nor snuffled tieason, not mispnsion * 

That is, because you nevei duist, 

For, had you pleached and prated youi woist, 
Alas ' you weie no longei able 
To raise youi posse of the labble 
One single ledcoat sentinel 
Out-charmed the magic of the spell. 

And, with his squnt-fne,1 could dispei se 
Whole tioops with chapter laised and \eise 
We knew too well those tucks of youis, 

To leave it evei m your powei&, 

* The sermons, deliveied m a nasal tone, 01, as one of the satirical 
effusions of the day describes it — 

llie sm yelling tone 

Of a ffu\ed de\otion , 

and mteispcised m the usual way \\ ith hums and hahs — See vol i 
p 4<S, note t * He humms and halts high tieason * stys Butlu, m hi& 
Fifth Mould chy Man Sir Rogei L Estiangc, m his Apology , draws a 
distinction between the lehgion of the heart and that ol the nose 
t Musket 
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Oi tiust oui safeties, 01 undoings, 

To } our disposing of outgoings, 

Oi to youi 01 deung piovidence, 

One farthings woith of consequence 
‘ Foi had you powei to undeimme, 

Oi wit to cany a design, 

Oi conespondence to tiepan, 

Inveigle, oi betray one man, 

Theie’s nothing else that intervenes, 

And bais youi zeal to use the means, 
And theiefore wondious like, no doubt, 
To bung m kings, or keep them out 
Brave undeitakeis to restore, 

That could not keep youisclves m power , 
T’ advance the mteiests of the crown, 
Thau wanted wit to keep youi own 
’Tis tiue you have, for I’d be loth 
To wiong ye, done youi pirts m both, 

To keep him out, and bung him m, 

As giace is mtioduced by sm , 

Boi ’twas youi zealous want of sense, 

And sanctified impel tm< nee, 

Your carrying business m a huddle, 

That foiced our xuleis to new- model, 
Obliged the state to tack about, 

And turn you, loot and blanch, all out, 
To leformado, one and all, 

T’ your gieat cioisado geneial t 


* Thus S'imt Paul to the Foman& ‘ Shall we continue m sin, that 
griee may abound ■> — N 

t Cioiside, from croix , the name gnen to the Holy 'V ais against the 
Infnkla B) croisaclo genual is implied a genual who had embarked 
m the Cml War on religious grounds The earl} annotator whose 
opinion is adopted b/ Hr Gicy, but i ejected by the last editor of 
01^} s II^(hbi as and b} Hr Na-di, thinks tnat by the croisido general 
is meant Geneial FanJfix But all the circumstances concur to indi- 
cate that it points at Es e\. It must be icmembeied that the , *peahei 
i', an independent, and that the geneial he alludeo to was, theiefore, 
a preshytenan strongl} committed to the cause Now, Fnufix, 
although a pre&b)tenan, was supported in his command by the mde 
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Yom greedy slavering to dev oui, 

Before ’t'wa'j m your clutches, powei , 

That spiung the game you were to set, 
Before y’ had time to diaw the net, 

Youi spite to see the church’s lands 
Divided into othei hands, 

And all yoai sacrilegious "ventures 
Laid out xii tickets and debenluies 
Youi envy to he spimkled down, 

By undei chuiclies m the town, 

And no coarse used to stop then mouths, 
hsoi th’ independents’ spicadmg giowths 
All which consideied, ’trs mo&t tiue 
None bung him. m so much as }Ou, 

Who have pi evaded beyond then plots, 
Then midnight juntos, and sealed knots, f 
That thiive moie by youi zealous piques, 
Than all then own 2 ash politics 
And this way you may claim a sliaie 
In can} mg, as you brag, tli’ affair , 

Else tiogs and toads, tliat cioaked the Jews 
Eiom Pliaiaoh and his buck-kilns loose, 
And flies and mange, that set them fiee 
Eiom task-iiiasleis and slavery, 

Were likehei to do the fbit, 

In ail} mdifieient man’s conceit 
E01 who e’ei heaid of lestoiation, 

Until }oui thorough refoi matron ? 


pendcntb,with whom according to Clirendon, he was all along cloudy 
is^ociated , wh lc, on the othei hind, Ebscx was a consistent arid 
yeilons picsb\tuim tlnoughout It w v- m ordci to £et rid of him, 
and othei b of Ins complexion, that the device o t the self denying 01 di 
nance was rcbOited to, by which membcis of eithci House weie pro 
lnbited fi om holding oihees in the blate By this ordinance, Essex, 
as desenbed m the text, was turned out Fauf ix, on the other 
h°nd, w is rot turned out, but \oluntanly 1 ud down his commib ion 
*■ B, the pieacximg of the independents whose popularity with the 
mass of the lower ordeiswas much greatu than that ol thepre&b}- 
ten in» 


t fa-cict clubj, 01 Lno b of men 
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That 1 %, the king’s and church’s lands 
Were sequesteied nit’ other hands 
Tor only then, and not befoie, 

Youi eyes Tveie opened to le&toie. 

And when the work was canymg on, 

Who cios&ed it, but youi selves alone 2 
As by a woild of hints appears, 

All plain, and extant, as your eais f 

‘ But fust o’ th’ fust The isle of Wight 
Will use up, if you should deny’t, 

Wheie Hendeibon,^ and th’ othei masses, § 

Were sent to cap texts, and put cases 
To pass foi deep and learned scholais, 

Although put paltiy Ob and Solleis || 

As if th’ unseasonable fools 

Had been a com sing in the schools, 

* The independent here charges the pi esbxtemns with having no 
lesign of re&tonng the king till they wue turned out of all pioflt by 
+ he sale of the crown and chuich lands xnd thxt it was not then 
lojalty, but then disappointment xnd resentment against the inde- 
pendents that made them think of treating with the king — N 

t Alluding eithei to the length of then predestinating ears or the 
punishment of the loss of their ear-* inflicted on Prynne and others 
t There is an erroi here It was not at the Isle of Wight that 
Hendeison and other divines were sent to ‘cap texts with the king, 
but at Newcastle, wheie the king was with the Scottish army The 
object of the mission was, amongst other things, to induce the king to 
consent to the abolition of episcopacy, and the establishment of pres- 
bytery m its stead and it is said that Henderson was so successfully 
confuted m all his aiguments by the king, that he died shoitly after- 
wards of grief oi remoise The treat) at Newoort in the Isle of 
Wight, was negotiated m September 1648, two 3 eais after the death 
of Hendeison, winch took pi ice m Gctobei, 1646 

§ The plural of mat , , an abbreviation of master a term commonly 
applied to mmisteis , as we see in a previous passage m this canto — 
What chuiches ha\e such able pastors, 

And precious, powerful, preaching masters 9 
!l Abridgments of the w ords objection and solution Controversial 
students were m the habit of nxaikmg ob and sol on the maigms of 
tracts and treatises, to signify m the one place an objection, and m the 
other a solution lhis custom pi ex ailed ven genei ally, and wa& so 
well known that it is sui prising to find the fust annotatoi explaining 
Ob and Sollers as the name of ‘two ridiculous scnbblers, who were 
often pestering the woild with nonsense 

*iT A term applied m Oxford to the exercises prep aiatory to a "Hastei s 
degree — See vol 1 n 0 
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TTntil tli’ had proved the devil author 
O’ th’ cov’nant and the cruse his daughter, 
Poi when they charged him with the guilt 
Of all the blood that had been spilt, 

They did not mean he wi ought th’ effusion 
In person, like Sn Pride, or Hewson/ 

But only those who fust begun 
The quan el were by him set on, 

And who could those be but the saints, 
Those lefoimation termagants? 

But eie this passed, the wise debate 
Spent so much time it grew too late , + 

Eoi Olivei had gotten giound, 

T’ inclose him with his wamois round, 
Had bi ought his piovidence about, 

And turned th’ untimely sophists out 
‘Hoi had the Uxbndge business less 
Of nonsense m’t, 01 sottishness, 

"When fioin a scoundiel holdei-foith,f 
The scum, as well as son o’ th’ eaith, 


* Colonel Pride, called SirPudem deiision beciuse lie was knighted 
b> Ciomwcll with i 1 iggot stick, nistc id ol a suoid Pride wa«. a man 
of low origin and begin life is i diayman i circumstance with which 
he vi as frequently twitted m the sciunlous doggicl ot the dav He 
took a prominent put m the exclusion of the secluded menibcis a 
meisurc which wa^ consequently, mck 11 lined Pride s Purge lie and 
Hew son, ulio was ongmally a cobblei, wue membeis of Cromwells 
Upper House Accoidmg to the Ca\alici poets, Hewson had but one 
eye — 

Make room for one-e> ed Hewson, 

A loid of such account, 

’ Twas a pietty jest 
I hat such a bea^t 
Should to such honour*, mount 

Hum.]) Songs — The Bloody Bed-roll 
Theie is Singh ed Hewson the cobblei oflate, 
lransl ited m o bulT and feather. 

But bootless are ill his '■.earns of state. 

When the soul is utmpt fiom the upper leather 

lb — Quai ? d betwixt 'Tower lull and Tybwni 
t The discussions on the treaty of Newport weie designedly pio 
tracted to give Cromwell time to ictum fiom fecotUnd, bv which 
artihce the settlement of the kingdom was effectually fiustrated 
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Yotii miglity senitois took law, 

At his command weie foiced t* withdiaw, 

And sacnfice the peice o’ th’ nation 
The doc time, use, and application 
So when the Scots, yom constant monies, 

Th’ espouseis of youi cause and monies/ 

Who had so often, m youi aid, 

So many ways been soundly paid, 

Came m at last for bettei ends, 

To piove themselves youi tiusty fi lends, 

You basely left them, and the chuich 
They tiamed you up to, in the luich, 

And suifeied yom own tube oi Clmstians 
To tall before, as tiue Philistines h 
This shows what utensils y’ have been, 

To bung the lung’s concernments m, 

Which is so tax fiom being true, 

That none but he can bung m ;you. 

And if he take you into tiust, 

Will find you most exactly just, 

Such as will punctually lepay 
With double intei est, and betiav 
‘ Not that I think those pantomimes, 

Who vary action with the times, 

Aie less ingenious m their ait, 

Than those who dully act one pait, 

Oi those who turn fiom side to side, 

Moie guilty than the wind and tide 
All countries aie a wise man’s home, 

And so aie governments to some, 

Uvbndge was m progieos, pieached a funo-us sermon against the hmg 
and Ins commissioners He was aftuwaids executed for tieason 
Lchard sa\s that a lettei of repnc\e sent b/ Cro riwell was intei - 
cepted and taken from the noithcrn post boy, by a party of G wallers 
* Alluding to the sums of money paid to the Scots for their assis- 
tance, and the sunender of the king 
t When the Scots m\ aded Engl ind m defence of the king, they ex- 
pected to he supported by their own brethren, the piesbytenans wrho 
b^tiajel them by joining the independents, heie designated the 
Philistines 
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Who change them for the same intrigues 
That statesmen use m breaking leagues , 
While otheis m old faiths and tioths 
Look odd, as out-of-fashioned clothes, 

And nastiei m an old opinion, 

Than those who nevei shift their linen 
Foi true and faithlul’to sure to lose, 

Which way soev ei the game goes , 

And whethei paities lose 01 win , 

Is always nicked, or else hedged m * 

While powei usuiped, like stolen delight, 

Is moie bewitching than the light, 

And when the times begin to altci, 

None use so high as fiom the halter 
And so w e maj , if we Ve but sense 
To use the necessary means, 

And not youi usual stiatagems 
On one anothei, lights, and di earns 
To stand on teims as positive, 

As if we did not take, hut grve, 

Set up the covenant on crutches, 

’Gainst those who have us m then clutches, 
And dicam of pulling chinches down, 

Befoie we he siue to piop oui own, 

Your constant method of pioceedmg, 
Without the carnal means of heeding, 

Who, ’twixt your mwaid sense and outward, 
Are woise, than if y’ had none, accoutied 
e I giant all couises aie m vam, 

Unless we can get m again, 

The only way that’s left us now, 

But all the difficulty’s, how ? 


* Nick, a vumrnig throw to n ck to lnt a thing at the lucky 
moment ‘ The just lea on of doing thing* must be nicked, and all 
accidents impro\ed — L’Rsti a \gl Hedged, piotected by a defence 
JTheie is a law to hedge m the cuckow — LocKr * Nicked, or oUc 
hedged m ’ consequently means that the plaju either wins, 01 is pro- 
tected against loss 
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’Tis tiue we ’ve money, th’ only power 
That all mankind falls down befoie, 
Money that, like the swoids of kings, 

Is the last reason of all things , 

And theiefoie need not doubt oui play 
Has all advantages that way, 

As long as men have faith to sell, 

And meet with those that can pay well, 
Whose half-staiyed pude, and aval ice, 
One chuich and state will not suffice 
T’ expose to sale / besides the wages 
Of stonng plagues to aftei a ge& 

Hoi is oui money less oui own 
Than ’twas befoie we laid it down, 

Foi ’twill letum, and turn t’ account, 

If we aie hi ought m play upon’t, 

Oi but, by casting knaves, get m, 

W hat powei can hmclei us to win? 

We know the aits we used befoie, 

In peace and wai, and something moie. 
And by th’ unfoitunate events, 

Can mend our next expenments, 

Fox when we he taken into tiust, 

How easy aie the wisest choused, 

Who see but th’ outsides of oui feats, 

And not then seciet spungs and weights, 
And, while they he busy, at their ease, 
Can cany what designs we please ^ 

How easy is’t to sen e for agents, 

To piosecute oui old engagements ^ 

To keep the good old cause on toot, 

And piesent powei fiom taking loot, 
Inflame them both with false alarms 
Of plots, and parties taking ainn, 


* It 'flat, computed th it upon the sale ol the chuich and crown lands, 
nearly twenty millions of mone> weic divided amongst the pnncipal 
persons concerned in th it measure 
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To keep the nation’s wounds too wide 
Shorn healing up of side to side. 

Profess the passionat’&t concerns, 

Poi both their mteiests by turns, 

The only way t’ improve oui own, 

By dealing faithfully with none, 

As bowls lun tine, by being made 
On puipose false, and to be swayed, 

Poi if we should be tiue to eithei, 

’T would turn us out of both togethei , 
And theiefoie have no othei means 
To stand upon our own defence, 

But keeping up oui ancient party 
In vigoui, confident and licai ty 
To leconcxle oui late dissenters, 

Oui bietlnen, though by othei venteis, 
Unite them, and then diffeient maggots, 
As long and shoit sticks are m faggots, 
And make them join agun as close, 

As when they hi st began t’ espouse , 
Erect them into separate 
New Jewish tubes m church and state. 
To join m mamage and commucc, 

And only ’mong themselves coirveise/ 
And all th \t ai e not of then mind, 

Make enemies to all mankind 
Take all religions in, and stickle 
Eiom conclave down to conventicle, t 
Agreeing still 01 disagreeing, 

According to the light m being, 
Sometimes fox libeity of conscience, 

And spmtual misrule m one sense. 

But ni another quite conti ^iy, 

As dispensations chance to vaiy , 


* The practice of the Jews, who arc not allowed to mteirnairy with 
other nation^ 

t From the concla^ e of cai dmila to the meeting house of the non- 
conformist 
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And stand foi, as the times will beai it 
All conti adictions of the spmt 
Piotect then emissaries, empoweied 
To pieach sedition and the void. 

And when they he hampeied by the laws, 
Release the labouieis for the cause, 

And turn the pei secution back 
On those that made the fiist attack, 

To keep them equally m awe, 

For bieakmg, or maintaining law 
And when they have then fits too soon, 
Befoie the full-tides of the moon, 

Put off then zeal t’ a fitter season, 

Foi som mg faction m and treason. 

And keep them hooded, and their chuiche^, 
Like hawks, fiom baitmg on then peiches, 
That when the blesskl time shall come 
Of quitting Babylon and Borne, 

They may be leady to restoie 
Then own fifth monaichy once moie 
Meanwhile be better armed to fence 
Against levolts of providence, t 
By watching mriowly, and snapping 
All blind sides of it, as they happen 
Foi if success could make us samts, 

Oui rum turned us miscreants, 

A scandal that would fall too haid 
Upon a few, and unprepaied 

‘ These are the cornses we must run, 
Spite of our heaits, 01 be undone, 


* * He di earns of a fool paradise without a serpent in it, *i golden u&t 
all of saints, and no livpocntcs, all holv court princes and no subjects 
but the wicked a government ot Perkm War beck and Lambci t ^mrnel 
samts where eveiv man that had a mind to it, might mike himself a 
prince and claim a title to the ciown Next tins it most resembles 
Mahomet s> coming to the links and Iving Arthui is reign o\cr the 
Britons m Malm s prophecies so near of km are all f mtn&tic illusions, 
that you mav discern the same lmeanents m them all — Butlejr — 
Character of a F> fi h- Mon at chy Man 

t When their projects filled, they did not hesitate to remonstrate 
with Providence foi dtsei ting them 
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And not to stand on terms and fieaks, 
Befoie we liave secuied oui necks, 

But do oui work as out of sight, 

As stais by day, and suns by night, 

All licence of tlie people own. 

In opposition to the crown. 

And foi the ciown as fieicely side, 

The head and body to divide , 

The end of all we hist designed, 

And all that yet lemams behind 
Be suie to spaie no public lapme, 

On all emeigeneies that happen 
Foi ’tis as easy to supplant 
Authonty, as men m want, 

As some of us, m tiusts, have made 
The one hand with the othei tiade. 

Gamed vastly by then jomt endeavour, 

The right a tlnef, the left receiver, 

And what the one, by tricks, foi estalled, 

The othei, by is sly, letailed 
Fox gam has wondeiful effects 
T’ improve the factoiy of sects, 

The rule of faith m all professions, 

And great Diana of th’ Ephesians, 

Whence tinning of religion ’s made 
The means to turn and wind a tiade, 

And though some change it foi the woise, 
They put themselves into a comse, 

And diaw m stole of customers, 

To thuve the better m commdice 
For all religions flock togethei, 

Like tame and wild fowl of a feather, 

To nab the itches of then sects, 

As jades do one anotliei’s necks 

Hence ’tis hypoensy as well 

Will serve t’ mipio’ve a church, as zeal , * 

* Hypocrisy will seive as well 
i o propagate a church as zeal » &c — Mis Thoughts 
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As pei sedition, 01 piomotion, 

Do equally advance devotion 

‘ Let business like ill watclies, go 
Sometime too fast, sometime too slow , 
For things m oidei aie put out 
So easy, ease itself v ill do’t 
But when the feat’s designed and meant, 
What nmacle can bn th’ event ^ 

For ’tis more easy to Tbetmy, 

Than rum any other way 
* All possible occasions stut, 

The -weightiest matters to diveit, 
Obstruct, peiplex, distiact, entangle, 

And lay peipetual tiams, to wi angle 
But m afians of less nnpoit, 

That neithei do us good nor hurt, 

And they receive as little by, 

Out-fawn as much, and out-compljq 
And seem as sciupulously just, 

To bait oui hooks foi gi eater trust 
But still be careful to ciy down 
All public actions, though oui own, 

The least miscan lage aggravate, 

And charge it all upon the state 
Expiess the homd’st detestation, 

And pity the di'-ti acted nation, 

Tell stones scandalous and fdse, 

I’ th’ piopei language of cabals, 

Wheie all a subtle statesman says, 

Is half m voids, and half m face, 

As Spamaids talk m dialogues 
Of heads and shouldeis, nods and shiugs, 
Entrust it under solemn vows 
0 ± mum* and silence, and the io»e,+ 


* The primary sense of the -word mum or mumm , is mask, hence 
mummer a mashei or one u ho pi xys m a disguise From this conics 
the secondaiy sense of close secret silent in the exclamation Mum ' 
f From the earliest ages the lose h is been legarded as the emblem 
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To be xetaxled again in wkispeis, 

Foi tli’ easy ciedulous to di^pei se * 

Thus fai the statesman — When a shout, 
Heaid at a distance, put him out. 

And stiaiglit another, all aghast, 

Hushed in. with equal feai and liaste, 

Who staled about, as pale as deitii, 

And foi a while, as out of bieath, 

Till, having gathered up his wits, 

He thus began his tale by fits 

1 That beastly i abble — that came dow n 
From all the ganets — m the town 
And stalls, and shop-boaids — m vast swaims, 
With new-chalked bills, and lusty arms, 

To ciy the cause — up, heietofoie, 

And bawl the bishops — out of dooi , 


o c s lence, ha\mg been dedicated by Cupid to Haipociates, the god of 
lienee TTubuiton suppo es that the evpu&sion under the rose’ 
ongm ited in the time of the fictions of the white and ltd lobes when 
it might be undei stood that am thing eommunic tted fiom one member 
of either pirfy to nnothei wis spoken in coifnlence undei theio e 
but theie is no doubt that it was in ancient cu tom to wen chaplets, 
of loses on fc&tne occasions \ h^n a common i£,ieemcnt w is enteicd 
into th it the com tis ition bliould noe be lcpeated to othcis but be con- 
sidued strictly confined to the pci soils pie e it JLlic (Him mb with 
the same object in \iew u crl to suspend 01 pamt x lose on the ceiling 
ova the table A. smulu usage prevailed m luigland IScwton, m 
hia Iluball to the Bible , i587 ? sa\s that it wis a countiy custom, 
is soon at, a meiry meeting was o^r foi the company to gne a pledge 
thu nothing of what had ocen spoken should be earned out ot door 6 !, 
but bhould be uncleistood as spoken undei the lose * Wlicieupon, he 
adds * tli y use in then pailouis rad dining-rooms to lung loses o\er 
taer t ibles, to put the comnam in memory of seciecy, md not rashly 
or mdibcieetly to chatter and blib out wlnt they hear — &ee also 
Brand s Antiq edited by EMis 

+ Ihe mebsengei who tclL lu« tale ‘out of breath with bieaks and 
stops m the mteiance liumoi oiidv bigniheant of lnste and fright, is 
bir "Vlartm NoJ., who, wmle the Council was sitting, brought the news 
of the burning ot the Pump in ethgy in the utj Ihe secluded mcm 
bers had just been admitted b\ Monk, and the mob testified their 
delight by burning lumps m the sheets Sn Mu tin s communication 
ib \eiy bkilfullv managed At fn&t he speiks m biokcn sentences 
but, as soon as he recovers his breath, he runs on \ 1 h lapidity 

12-2 
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Are new diawn tip — m gieatei shoah, 

To loast — and bioil ns on the coals, 

And all the giandees — of oui membeis 
Aie caibonadmg — on the embeis, 

Knights citizens and bnigesses — 

Held foith by lumps — of pigs and geese, 

That seive ioi cliaiacteis — and badges 
To lepiesent theu peisonages 
Each bonfhe is a funeial pile, 

In which they loast, and scorch, and bioil. 

And eveiy lepiesentative 
Have •vowed to toast — and bioil alive 
And 5 tis a mnacle veaie not 
Alieady sacuhced incarnate, 

For while we wi angle heie, and jar, 

We he gullied all at Temple-bai , 

Some, on the sign-post of an alehouse, 

Hang m effigy, on the gallons, 

Made up of tags to peisonate 
Kespectrve officers ol state, 

That, liencetoith, they may stand leputed, 

Pi oscnbed m law, and executed, 

And, while the woik is carrying on, 

Be teatly listed under Dun/ 

That woitliy patriot, once the bellows, 

And tmdei-box, of all his fellows, 

* Dun as the hangman of that per lod the successor of Gi egory Bran- 
don who by a cheat put upon the Gaitei Ivmg at Aims was advanced 
to the rank of gentleman, b\ hivmsr a coat-ol arms conferred upon 
him The name of Dun continued to be given to the executioner*, who 
succeeded him, till Jack Ketch whose ninic is still given to the 
common hangman, eclipsed the i eputation of his predecessors But the 
person heie intended undei the ignominious appell ition, was Sir 
Arthui Hazelrig one of the five membeis impeaehed bv the king, as 
clearly indicated in a subsequent line In icfeience to the application 
of the name of Dun to Hazeing, Dr Nash obsenes. It is prooible 
that Butler migl t eall Sir Aitliur b> the hangsman s n mu, eidici for 
some barbaious execution which he had caused to be clone m a mili- 
tary way, orfoi lus foi’svaidness and zeal in parliament m bunging the 
royalists to execution, and the king himself 
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The activ’st membei of the five, 

As well as the most pnmitive , 

"Who, foi his faithful seiviee then, 

Is chosen foi a fifth again 

Foi since the Stite has made a quint 

Of geneials, he’s lifted m’t 

This woithy, as the woild will say, 

Is paid m specie, his own way, 

Foi, moulded to the life, in clouts, 

Th’ have picked fi oru dunghills hei eabouts, 

He’s mounted on a hazel bavin t 
A ciopped malignant; bakei gave ’em, 

And to the laigest bonfiie uding, 

Th’ have i ousted CookJ already, and Pude in, 

On whom, m equipage and state, 

His scaie-ciow f ellow-membei s wait, 

And maich m oidei, two and two, 

As at thanksgivings th’ used to do. 

Each m a tatteied talisman, 

Like vermm m eftigy slam 

c But, what’s moie dieadful than the lest, 

Those lumps aie but the tail o’ th’ beast, 

Set up to popish engmeeis, 

As by the ciackeis plainly appeals, 

Foi none but Jesuits have a mission 
To preach the faith with ammunition, 

And piopagate the church with powder, 

Then foundez was a blown-up soldiei § 

* In February, 1659 the government of the army wis vested m the 
hands* * * § of h\ e military commissioners. Monk, Hazclng, TV alton, Morley, 
and Aimed 

t A pun on Hazelrig s name A bavin is a fagot 

j The solicitor who diew up the charge at the kings tual Upon 
his own tnal aiterwaids, Claiendon sa> s that his defence was open and 
manly He demanded exemption fi om responsibility upon professional 
grounds stating that he hid racrcl) acted as a 1 uvyei, taken a fee, 
and pleaded from a bnef He was hanged at iybmn 

§ Ignatius Loyoli was ongmally a soldiei and served m the 
Spanish army against the Fieneli At the siege of Fampeluna he 
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These spmtual pioneers o’ th’ whole’s, 

That have the charge of all hei stoies, 

Since hist they failed m then designs, 

To tike m heaven by spimgmg mines, 

And, with unanswerable ban els 
Of gunpowder, dispute then quarrels, 

How take a couise moie practicable, 

By laying tiams to hie the rabble, 

And blow us up, m th* open stieets, 
Disguised m tumps, like sambemtes,f 
Moie like to nun and confound, 

Than all then doctrines under giound 
‘Hoi have they chosen rumps amiss, 

Bor symbols of state-mystenes, 

Though some suppose, ’twas but to shew 
How much they scorned the saints, the few, 
Who, ’cause they ’re w asted to the stumps, 
Aie tepiesented best by tumps 
But Jesuits have deepei reaches 
In all then politic fai -fetches, 

And Irom the Coptic priest, Kirch ei us, f 
Found out this mystic way to jeer us 
For, as th’ Egyptians usd by bees 
T’ expiess their antique Ptolomies,§ 


received a wound m his left leg and had Ins right thigh si atteied hy 
a cannon ball — 

3VP light leg maimed, at halt I seem to st md, 

To tell the wound" at T impel une sustained 

Oldham — Satire 1 ? upon ike Jesuits Ann Ed p 13.3 
* Alluding to the gunpowder plot 

t Persons wennng the sambemto a course cloth coat worn by peni- 
tents, also (the sense m which it is here used), a vellow coat without 
sleeves having deMls and hideous figures painted on it which was 
put upon heretics when they were going to execution, under the 
sentence of the Spanish Inquisition 
t Athanasius Kircherus, a jesuit, who wrote many tracts on the 
Egyptian masteries 

§ The ancient Egyptians represented then kings under the emblem 
ofabee — with honey for the virtuous and a sting for the wicked Tins 
passage, and nearly the whole of the arguments in the text, ai e lepeated 
and expanded bj Butler, m his tiact called A Speech made at the Rota 
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And by their stings, the swoicU they woie, 
Held forth authority and power , 

Because these subtle animals 
Ben all then interests m then tails, 

But when they he once unpaned m that, 

Aie banished then well-ordei eel state 
They thought all govei nments were best 
By hieroglyphic lumps expiebsed 
‘ For, as m bodies natuial, 

The lump s the fundament of all, 

So, m a commonwealth, or lealm, 

The government is called the helm , 

With which, like \ essels undei sail, 

Theyhe turned and winded by the tail, 

The tail, which birds and fishes steei 
Their courses with, through sea and an , 

To whom the mddei of the lump is 

The same thing with the stem and compass, 

This shows, how peifectly the lump 

And commonwealth m natuie jump 

Foi as a fly that goes to bed, 

Bests with his tail above his head , h 
So, m this mongiel state of ouis, 

The labble aie the supieme poweis, 

That hoised us on then backs, to shiv us 
A jadish tuck at last, and throw us 
1 The learned labbxns of the jews 
White, there’s a bone, which they call Luez,t 


* By the tail we must undeistand the hmd legs, which, being longer 
than the tore legs aie elevated when the flj is at rest 

t Luez, 01 Luz, according to the Bobbins, is a little bone almond 
shaped, and scarcely as large is. a pei, situated at the lowci end of the 
back bone From tins bone, which tliej pretended to have tested by 
fire, crushing, and other methods without being able to reduce it to 
powdei, and winch they, con sequentl) held to be incoiruptible, the 
Rabbins maintained the whole body would be restored at the resur- 
rection Butler again alludes to this mysterious bone in the Speech at 
the Rota — The learned Rben L/ra, and Man xs^eli Ben Isriel do 
write that there is m the rump of man a certain bone winch the} call 
the bone Luz , this, they say, is of so immoitil and incomprehensible a 
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I’ tli’ lamp of man, of such a vntue, 

]STo foice m nature can do hint to, 

And theiefoie, at the last gieat day, 

All tli’ othei membeis shall, they say, 

Spi mg out of this, as trom a seed 
All soits of vegetal** pioceed, 

Fiona whence the learned sons of ait, 

Os saw urn justly style that part 
Then what can bettei repiesent, 

Than this lump bone, the pail Lament 3 
That after several iude ejections, 

And as prodigious lesuneotions, 

With new leveisions of nme laves, 

Starts up, and, like a cat, levives^t 
But now, alas' they he all expued, 

And th’ house, as well as membeis, hied, 
Consumed m kennels by the iout, 

With which they othei files put out. 

Condemned t’ ungoveimng distiess, 

And paltiy private wietchedness, 

Woise than the devil to pnvation 
Beyond all hopes of lestoiation, 

And paited, like the body and soul, 

From all dominion and conti ol 
We, who could lately, with a look, 

Enact, establish, or 1 evoke, 

niture, that at the re&urrcction, out of it all the lest of the bones and 
members shall spi out, just as i plant does out of a kernel * Mr lhyei 
justly observes that the illustrations and uguments lepeated m the 
speech appeal therewith moie piopucty than m the poem wheie they 
aie put into the mouth ot one who is desenbed to be m the utmost 
fear and haste and who \\ is not, therefore, m a condition of mind to 
enter mm such an elaboiate disquisition 
* 1 Hence it is I suppose, that phy lcians and anatomists call this 
bone 06 sacrum , or the holy bone — Speak at the Rota The bone 
below the vertebrae is so called, but, as Di Nash observes, not lor the 
reason wittily assigned by the poet, but because it is much bigger than 
any of the vertebise 

t The Rump had two 4 prodigious resurrections It was lestored on 
the 5th May, i5^p, turned out on the 1 3 tli of the following October, 
and restored again on the 35th of December 
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Whose aibitiaiy nods gave law, 

And fiowns kept multitudes m awe, 

Befoie the blustei ol whose huff, 

All hats, as m a stoim, flew off, 

Adoied and bowed to by the gLeat, 

Down to the footman and valet. 

Had moie bent knees than chapel-mats, 

And piayeis than the crowns of hats, 

Shall now be scorned as wietchedly, 

Foi linn’s just as low as high. 

Winch might be suffeied weie it all 
The hoi 101 tint attends oui fall 
Foi some of us have scores moie laige 
Than heads and quaiteis can dischaige, 
And otheis, who, by lestless sciapmg, 

With public f lauds, and pm ate lapme, 
Have mighty heaps of wealth amassed, 
Would glaclly lay down all at last. 

And, to be but undone, entail 
Then vessels on peipetual jail, 

And bless the devil to let them funis 
Of foiteit bouls on no woise teims ’ 

Tins said, l near and loudei shout 
Put all tlf assembly to the lout, 

Who now begun t 5 outrun then feai, 

As hoises do, from those they bear, 

But ciowded on with so much haste, 

Until th’ had blocked the passage fast, 

And bamcadoed it with haunches 
Of outwaid men, and bulks and paunches, 
That with then shouldeis stiove to squeeze, 
And lathei save a cnppled piece 


* Upon tins p k>sage L irclier has the following charicteristic note , 
‘Porn lcb eiime^ de haute trahu-on, les cummels ieatent pendus cmq 
minutcb, on coupe, cn&uite la coide, on leur tend le ventie, on leur 
an ache le& enti nllco quon bmle, on hb coujoe ensuite en plusieurs 
quutierb quou expose, d ins les endioits ou ilb be bont rc voltes, ahn 
d mspircr dc la tuicui On sc contuse dc handier la fcCte a la noblesse ' 
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Of all tlieir ciuslied and bioken membeis, 
Than have them gnllied on the embei&. 
Still pies&mg on with heavy packs 
Of one anothei on then backs, 

The van-guaid could no longei bear 
The chaiges of the foilom rear, 

But, borne down headlong by the rout 
Were trampled soiely undei foot, 

Yet nothin pioved so foimidable, 

As th’ hoi nd cookeiy of the iabble/ 
And fear, that keeps all feeling out, 

As lessei pains aie by the gout, 

BebBved ’em with a fiesh supply 
Of 1 allied force, enough to fly, 

And beat a Tuscan iimnmg-hoise, 

Whose jockey-ndei is all spuis t 


* Pepys who happened to be going home thiough the streets the 
night of the burning of the 'Rump after a booze with lus fnend Sir 
Nicholas Cnspe at the Star iaaem has left a giaphic pictuieof the 
scene * In Cheapside tha e w ere a gi e it many bonfires and how-bells, 
and all the bells m all the cliuiches as we went home were a ringing 
Hence we went homewaids, it bung about ten at night Buff the 
common jo} that was eieiywhuc to be seen ’ Ihc number of bonfires, 
there being fourteen betw een St Dunstan s and Temple Bai , and at 
Stiand Bridge [a budge which spanned the Stiand clo^e to the exst 
end of Catherme-street, whue a small stream ran down fiom the fields 
into the Thames near Someiset House] 1 1 could tell it one time 
thirty one fires, m King street se\en or eight, anil all along burning 
and roasting and dunking of Rumps there being rumps tied upon 
sticks, and c irned up and down The butcheis at the maypoles m 
the Strand rang a peal w th their knives when they were going to 
sacrifice their lump On Ludgate-hill theie was one turning of the 
spit that had a rump tied to it and another basting of it Indeed, it 
was past imagination, both the greatness and the suddenness of it 
At one end of the stieet >ou would think there was a whole lane of 
fire, said so hot that we were fun to keep on the othei side ’ 
t Races of this kmcl aie piactised at Rome and Florence At Romo 
m the Carnival, thei e <»ie five or six hor&o trained on purpose for this 
diversion T1 ey aie diawn up abreast in the Piazza del Popolo , and 
certain balls, wth h + tle sharp spikes aie hung along their rumps, 
which serve to spin them on as soon as they begin to run — N These 
balls are suspended fiom a plate of steel m the shape of an irch, about 
two inches broad and a foot long Ihc faster the hoisea run the 
moi e the spurs prick them 
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PART III — CANTO III ^ 

THE ARGUMENT 

The knight Tnd squire s piodigious flight 
lo quit tn enchanted bower by night 
Pie plods to turn ln-> amoious »uit, 

1 a plea m law, md piosecute 
Rep nrs to counsel, to adt ise 
Lout managing the enterpnse, 

But fust lesoltes to tiy by letter 
And one moie fan addiess, to get her 

~OTHO would believe what stiange bugbears 
* * Mankind cieates lt&elf, of feats, 

That spiing, like fein, that insect weed, 
Equivocally, without seed,t 
And have no possible foundation, 

But meiely m th* imagination? 

*■ In tins c^nto the nairative is lesumcd, and the leadei s attention 
whieh had been diteitcd from the main subject b> the pievious canto 
is recalled to the point at which the action broke oft 

f Ihe seed ol cert un species of the fern is so &m ill as to be invisible 
to the naked eye xnd hence the plant \\ is believed to hue been 
geneiated without seed, like some insects which* aic suppo ed to be the 
pioduct of coirupt matter I his kind of generation is called equnoe d, 
m contradiction to fe enciation by natuial dentation 

lhe ecds ot fern which bj prolific heat 
Cheered and unfolded form a plmt so great 
Aie less i thousmd timeb th m \ hat the c>e 
Cm, una bibted by the tube, dcbciy — Blacrvore 

It was an old supeistition that the seed, being invisible confened 
invisibility up m any person who could obt un it, and cany it about 
his person , — 

We hat e the receipt of fern seed we walk nit isible 

i Htn IF it 4» 

1 had 

No mt^iomt sn, to go mtisiblc , 

No fern-seed m mj pocket 

Bfn Join son — JS T ew Inn , i 6 

Why did you think th it \ou li id Gyges ring, 

Or the hub that gites mtisibihty •* 

Be Dumont and Fletcher — Fau Maid of the Inn, i i 

It was also a common belief that the seed of the fern, which is 
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And jet can do moie dieadful feats 
Than hags, with all their imps and teats , 

Make moie bewitch and haunt themselves, 

Than all then nui&eues of elves 
Foi feai does things so like a witch, 

’Tis haid t’ uniiddle which is which, 

Sets up communities of senses, 

To chop and change intelligences, 

As Rosiciucian viituosos 

Can see with eais, and hear with noses, ' 

AncFwken they neithei see nor heai, 

Have moie than both supplied by fear, 

That makes them m the claik see visions, 

And hag themselves with appan Lions, 

And w hen then eyes discovei least, 

Discern the subtlest objects best. 

Do things not contiaiy alone, 

To th’ couise of natuie, but its own, 

The coinage of the bravest daunt, 

And turn polti oons as valiant 
For men as lesolute appeal 
With too much, as too little fear, 

deposited on the hack of the leaf, was produced m a single 
night — 

When coming mgher, he doth -well discern 
It of the wondrous one night seeding fern 
Some bundle w as 

Browne — Bt itannm s> Pastoials, n z 
In consequence of the magical piopcrty a^cnbed to this seed, the 
operation of finding, or catching it wa* peifoimed with special 
ceremonies, and only on particulai nights, Uidsummer Eve md the 
Eve of St John the Baptist 

* The Marquis of Woicestei s Century of Inventions* is bantered m 
this passage One of the di»to\eries noted m that picposteioub cata- 
logue was how to lead by the smell, the touch, or the taste * lhis is 
an art to teach men to see with their ears and hear with their eyes 
md noses , and it has been found ti ue by experience and demonstration 
if wc may believe the story of the Spaniard that could see woids and 
swallow music by holding the peg ol a fiddle between his teeth, or 
him that could sing his part backward at first sight, which those that 
weie near him might heat with their noses’ — Buillrs Character of 
an Hermetic Philosopher Ihe stoiv of the Spaniard is 1 elated by Sir 
lvcnelm Digby , in his Ti eatiso of the Nature of Bodies 
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And, wlien they le out of hojies of flying 
"Will mn away fiom death, by dying, 

Oi turn again to stand it out. 

And those they fled, like lions, rout 
This Hudibias hid pioved too true, 

Who, by the fimes, left jjeulue, 

And haunted with detachments, sent 
Thom Marshal Legion’s r legiment, 

Was by a fiend, as counterfeit, 

Relieved and rescued w ith a cheat, 

When nothing but himself, and feu, 

Was both the imps and conjuier , 

As by the lules o’ tlT 'vutuosi, 

It follows m due foim of poesie 

Disguised m all the masks of night, 

We left oui champion on Ins flight, 

At blmdman’s buff, to giope Ins way, 

In equal feu of night and day, 

Who took Ins daik and despeiate couise, 

He knew no bettei than his hoi sc. 

And by an unknown devil led, 

He knew as little whithet, fled, 

He nevei was m gieatei need, 

Hoi less capacity of speed, 

Disabled, both in. man and beast, 

To fly and mn away, his best, 

To keep the enemy, and fear, 

Trom equal falling on his lear 

And though with kicks and bangs he plied 

The furthei and the neaier side, 

As seamen ride with all their foice, 

And tug as if they lowed the hoise, 

* Dr G-rey says, tliat this alludes, to Stephen Mai ah all, a pieachci, 
who was called the Gene\a bull, fiom his ra inner of roaimg m the 
pulpit Dr Nash doubts this supposition, and thinks that the 
word maishal denotes a title oi office 01 lank, and that Legion, 
may heie be used foi the name of a leader of a compan>, md not 
for the company itself Dr Gieys explmation is, piobibly, the 
true one 
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And when tlie hackney sails moie s^ift, 
Believe tliey lag, 01 iun a-dnft, 

So, though, he posted e’er so fast, 

His fear was gieatei than Ins haste 
Foi feai, though fleeter than the wind, 
Believes ’tis always left behind 
But when the mom began t appeal, 
And shift t’ anothei scene his feai, 

He found Ins new officious shade, 

That came so timely to Ins aid, 

And foiced him fiom the foe t ’ escape. 
Had turned itself to Balpho’s shape, 

So like m person, gaib, and pitch, 

’Twas hard t’ interpret which Wes which 
Foi Balpho had no sooner told 
The lady all he had l’ unfold, 

But she conveyed him out of sight, 

To entertain the appioaclnng knight, 
And while he ga\e himself dm lsion, 

T’ accommodate Ins beast and pei son, 
And put bis beaid into a postuie 
At best advantage to accost her, 

She oidered tli intnnasqueiade, 

Foi his reception, afoiesaid 
But when the ceiemony was done, 

Tlie lights put out, the tunes gone, 

And Hudihias, among the lest, 

Cornered away, as Balpho guessed, 

The w i etched caitiff, all alone, 

As he believed, began to moan, 

And tell Ins stoiy to himself, 

The knight mistook him for an elf, 

And chd so still, till he began 
To scruple at Kalpli’s outward man, 

And thougnt, because they oft agreed 
T appear m one another’s stead, 


* W e heie arrive at the tlurd d vy in the aci, on of the pool l 
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And act the sairn’s and devil’s joait, 

With undistingiushable ait, 

They might lia\e done so now, peihips, 

And put on one anothei’s shapes , 

And Theiefoie, to lesolve the doubt, 

He staled upon him, and cued out, 

‘ \\ hat aib'* My squue, 01 that bold spute 
Tint took his place and shape to-night t 
Some busy independent pug, 

Betamei to his synagogue 2’ 

4 Alas *’ quoth he, 4 I’m none of those 
Youi bosom fn ds, as you suppose, 

But Ralph himself, youi tiusty squne, 

WIT has diagged 3 oui donship ^ out o’ th nine, 
And from th’ enchantments of a widow, 

WIT had turned you mt’ a beast, have fieed you , 
And, though a pusonei of wai, 

XIa\e bi ought you safe, wlieie now you aie. 

Winch you would giatefully lepay, 

Youi constant piesbvtcnan way ’ 

4 That s stiangei,’ quotli the knight, f and stiangei , 
Who gave thee notice of my dangci t* 

Quoth he, £ TIT infernal conjuiu. 

Puisued, and took me pusonei , 

And, knowing you weie heieabout, 

Bi ought me along to find you out, 

YTkeie I, m huggei-muggei t hid, 

Have noted all they said 01 did 

And, though they lay to him the pageant, 

I did not see lnm, nm Ins agent. 

Who played then soiceiies out of sight, 

T avoid a heicei second fight ’ 

f But didst thou see no devils theiW 
c Hot one,’ quoth lie, c but carnal men, 

A little woise than bends m hell, 

And that she-devil J ezebel, 

* In the old editions ‘ dunslnp * 
t Conccilment — bve\oI 1 p 1 33, note f 
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That laughed and tee-heed with dciision, 

To see them take your deposition * 

‘What then, 5 quoth Hudibias, ‘ vas he 
That played the devil to examine meV 
‘ A 1 allying weavei m the town, 

That did it m a parson’s gown, 

Whom all the paush takes foi gifted, 

But, foi my pai l, I ne’er believed it 
In which you told them all youi feats, 

Your conscientious fiauds and cheats, 

Denied your whipping, and confessed 
The naked tiuth of all the rest, 

More plainly than the le^eiend wnter 
That to oui chuiches veiled Ins mitie , 

All which they take m black and white, 

And cudgelled me to undeiwute ’ 

‘ What made thee, when they all weie gone, 
And none but thou and I alone, 

To act the devil, and foi bear 
To rid me of my hellish fear 2’ 

Quoth he, ‘ I knew youi constant rate, 

And fiame of spmt too obstinate, 

To be by me prevailed upon, 

With any motives of my own , 

And thexefoie strove to counteifeit 
The devil a while, to nick youi wit, 

The deMl, that is your constant ciony, 

That only can pievail upon ye, 


+ Tins character which would applv with eqinl propnety to moic 
bishops of the time than one has been ftx<d b} diflcunt -mnot'itois 
on Williams Bishop ot Lincoln and afterwards Aichbishop of York 
Graham, Bishop of Oikney, Adair, Bishop ot Killnla and Herbert 
Croft Bishop of Ileicford A coincidence has been pointed out with 
reference to the last named pi elate, which stiengthens the conjectuie 
that he was the puson pointed at One of his publications is called 
The Naked Hi uth, oo 1 he State of the Pnmitive Chinch which is 
identical with the phi a«e used m the text I his pimphlot sa>s the 
editor of the last edition ol Giey’s Hudd)ia^, ‘excited an extiaordmaiy 
degree of interest at the time Butler was writing his Thud Pait it 
was violently attacked by some of the more orthodox cleigj, and was 
as zealously defended by Andrew Marvell * 
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Else we miglit still lia^ e been disputing, 
And they with weighty diubs confuting* 

The knight, who now began to find 
They’d left the enemy behind, 

And saw no faithei haim remain, 

But feeble weariness and pam, 

Perceived, by losing of then way, 

Th’ had gained th 5 advantage of the day, 
And, by declining of the load, 

They had, by chance, then leai made good. 
He ventuied to dismiss his fear, 

That paitmg’s wont to rant and teai, 

And give the despeiat’st attack 
To dangei still behind its back 
Eoi having paused to lecollect, 

And on his past success reflect, 

T’ examine and eonsidei why, 

And whence, and how, he came to fly, 

And when no devil had appeared, 

What else it could be said he feaied, 

It put him m so fierce a lage, 

He once resolved to re-engage , 

Tossed like a foot-ball, back again 
With shame, and vengeance, and disdain 

Quoth he, c It was thy cowai dice, 

That made me horn this leaguei rise, 

And when I’d half-reduced the place, 

To quit it infamously base, 

Was bettei covered by the new 
Arrived detachment, than I knew, * 

To slight my new acquests, and run, 
Victonously, from battles won, 

And, reckoning all I gained or lost, 

To sell them cheapei than they cost , 

To make me put myself to flight, 

And, conquermg, run away by night , 

* Here seems a defect m coherency and syntax — N 

TT TlTTTnTTl? 1 O 
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To diag me out, winch th* * * § haughty foe 
Durst nevei ha\ e presumed to do , 

To mount me m the dark, by foioe, 

TJpon the bare ndge of my hoise, 

Exposed m queipo A to then lage, 

Without my aims and equipage. 

Lest, if they 'ventuied to puisne, 

I might the unequal fight renew, 

And, to pieseive thy outwaid man, 

Assumed my place, and led the van ’ 
c All this,’ quoth Ralph, c I did, ’tis true, 

Not to pieseive myself, but you 
You, who weie damned to basei diubs 
Than wi etches feel m powdering tubs, t 
To mount two-wheeled caiioclies,J worse 
Thato. managing a wooden hoise ,§ 

Diagged out tlnough stiaitei holes by th’ eais, 
Erased, or couped for peijuiers, 

Who, though tli’ attempt had pioved m vam, 
Had had no leason to complain, 

But, since it prospered, 5 tis unhandsome 
To blame the hand that paid your ransom, 

And lescued yoiu obnoxious bones 
From unavoidable battoons 
The enemy was reinforced, 

And we disabled and unhoised, 

Disarmed, unqualified for fight, 

And no way left but hasty flight, 


* M In cuerpo Sp , signifies m a close dress, without a cloak 
Boy, my cloak and rapier, it fits, not a gentleman of my rank to 
walk the stieets m querpo — Beaumont and Feetchek — Love's 
Cure , n i 

t See ante , p i<5o note f 

t This woid, the immediate original of coach , may be ultimately 
traced rather to the Italian canoccio , than to the Fiench, carosse f 
which is itself formed on the Italian The ‘two- wheeled carroche is 
a burlesque on the cart m which criminals weie taken to execution 
r I he coach had four wheels, and was introduced into England m the 
time of Elizabeth Ihe chariot, charrctte , Fr which pieceded it had 
only two 1 he c harrette of the present day is a cart 

§ Riding the wooden horse was a punishment mflmtpd nn cnMi«ro 
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Which, though as despeiate in. th’ attempt, 
Has given you fieedom to condemn t 
But weie oui bones m fit condition 
To lemforce the expedition, 

’Tis now unseasonable and vam 
To think of falling on again 
!N*o maitial pioject to &ui prise 
Can evei be attempted twice , 

3SToi cast design seive afbeiwaids, 

As gamesteis teai then losmg-caids 
Beside, our bangs of man and beast 
Aie fit foi nothing now but lest, 

And for a while will not be able 
To rally, and pi ove serviceable 
And theiefoie I, with reason, chose 
This stiatagem to amuse oui foes, 

To make an honouiable retreat, 

And waive a total suie defeat 
Eoi those that fly may fight again, 

Which he can never do that’s slam * 


* The substance of this couplet xs as old as Demosthenes, who, 
being reproached tor lunmng away fiom Philip of Macedon, at 
Chaei on ea, replied Aj»jp o *.cu iraXtv fiax^o-erai 1 his String of 

Demosthenes is alluded to by Jeremy laylor In other cases it is 
true that Demosthenes said m apology for Ins own escaping horn. a 
lost field — A man that 7 uns away may fight arjaiti — Great Examples, 
164.9 The same idea is found m Scairon, who died in. 1660 
Qui fuit, peut revemr aussi , 

Qui meuit, ll n’en est pas ainsi 

It appears also m the famous Satyr Memppee, published m 1SP4 — 
Souvent celuy qui demeure 
I st cause de son meschef , 

Celuy qui fuit de bonne heure 
Peut combattre derechef 

Thus rendered in an English version, published m 1595 » — 

Oft he that doth abide 
Is cause of his own pam , 

But he that flieth m good tide 
Perhaps may fight again 

r Kimbault has pointed out m Eotes and Queries a couplet amongst 
the Latin Apothegms compiled by Erasmus, and ti mslated into 
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Hence timely running’s no mean paifc 
Of conduct, m the maitial ait, 

By which some glonous feats achieve, 

As citizens by bieakmg thuve, 

And c^ftmons conquei aimies, while 
They seem to diaw off and lecoil. 

Is held the gallant’st couise, and biavest, 
To gieat exploits, as well as safest, 

That spaies th’ expense of time and pains. 
And dangeious beating out of biams. 
And, m the end, pievails as ceitam 
As those that nevei trust to foitune. 

But make their feai do execution 
Beyond the stoutest lesolution, 

As eaithquakes kill without a blow, 

And, only ti enabling, ovei throw 
If th’ ancients ci owned then bravest men 
That only saved a citizen, r 
What Victory could e er be won, 

If every one would save but one? 

Or fight endangeied to be lost, 

Wheie all lesolve to save the most? 

By this means, when a battle s won, 

The wax’s as far fiom being done, 


English by Nicholas Udill, the author of Ralph Route? Bolster -winch 
is obviously i metrical \ traion of the saying of Demosthenes 1 he 
Apothegm were published m iS+a 

That same man that renneth awaie, 

Maie again fight, an othei daie 

To these passages may be added the well-known doggi el generally 
supposed to be tound m Hadibi as, but really published some jcars 
before — 

He that is m battle slam 
Can never rise to fight again 
But he that fights and runs away, 

May live to fight another day 

These lines were written by Sir John Menms, the author, m conjunc- 
tion with James Smith, of the Mtcsarum Dehcice, a collection of scel- 
laneous poems, published m i 6$6 

* See -vol l p 147, note * 
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For tlio&e that save themselves and fly, 

Go halves, at least, 1’ tli 5 victoiy. 

And sometime when the loss is small, 

And danger gieat, they challenge all , k 
Punt new additions to their feats. 

And emendations m gazettes, 

And when, foi funous haste to mil, 

They dui&t not stay to file a gun, 

Plave done ’t with bonfires, and at home 
Made squibs and ciackeis oveicome. 

To set the labble on a flame, 

And keep then govemois from blame, 

Dispei se the news the pulpit tells t 
Confiimed with flLewoiks and with bells, 

And, though reduced to that extreme, 

They have been foioed to smg Te Deicm, 

Yet, with leligious blasphemy, 

By flattei mg heaven with a lie, I 
And, for then beating, giving thanks, § 

Th’ have raised lecrmts, and filled then banks, 
Foi those who lun fiom th’ enemy, 

Engage them equally to fly , 

And when the fight becomes a cli ice, 

Those wm the day that wm the lacc, 

* Ihat is, claim the glory of a victory when they effect a retreat witli 
a small loss 

f News of the progiess of the pailiamentaiy forces was constantly 
announced from the pulpits, and seimons and prayeis weie converted 
into running commentaries upon passing tiansactions, mivcd up with 
peisonal denunciations and panegyrics 

t The Te Duim was often sung after a dt feat, as if a victoiy had 
been won This was a deception \ eiy easily piactised upon the people, 
at a time when false rumouia were mdustnou&ly c 1 culated, and it was 
difficult to procuie authentic intelligence until long after the events 
had taken place A chief patt of the business of the Wa antes and 
Dim nals consisted m contradicting each other s statements 

§ Dr Grey refeis to a rcmaikable lllustiation m W al Let’s History of 
Independency Popham, entrapped by the Governor of Ivmsale into a 
situation by which he lost most of his men and ships commumcatf d 
the misfoitune to pailiament, and wa» oideied to make a wholly dif- 
ferent leport upon which a day w asset ajraitfoi i public thanksgiving, 
in acknowledgment of the signal success of the fleet 
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And that which would not pass m fights, 

Has done the feat -with easy flights, 
Bccoveied many a desperate campaign 
With Bomdeaux, Bui gundy, and Champaign, 
Restoi ed the fainting high and mighty, 

With biandy-wme, A and aqua-vitae , t 
And made them stoutly oveicome 
With bacrack J; hoccamoie 3 § and mum, [J 


* By this term is apparently meant biandy made from the lees of 
•vrine Brandy is al&o made m different countnes, fiom pears figs dates,, 
honey, llie brandy of Kamsch itka is distilled fiom sweet gi a«ses 
t It is conjectuied by Moreci oft, m hi* Htsioty of ItnbuatingLiquot^, 
that the art of distillation was mtioduced into Ii eland md it taw ards 
into England fiom bpam or Itily wheie it was eirly known under 
the name of acqua vite 01 acqua dt mte, wa + er of the vme, the gi ape 
bung the maternl fiom which spirit was ouginally exti acted m those 
countries, and that when the monasteries became the depo&itones of 
science and the dispensanes of medicine the teim was thue 
changed into the Latin, and now universal appellation aqua vitcp, 
water of life hence aqua vitce came into famili tr u^e to signify an 
indefinite distilled spmt m contradistinction to acqua ute, the meie 
extract of the giape I he Latin aqua vitce, the In h usquibinirjh, and 
the modern turn \hiskv, are really synonymous m sigmliention 
usquebaugh 01, more con ectly usquebaugh, fi om isque, water mtimng, 
literally, hung uatei , and whisky, a compound ot isqui and ey, an 
old teim tor water meaning water of waters tqua ntce w as dismally 
used m this county as a medicine and was recommended by the 
physicians as a panacea for all disorders 

t Piopeily Bacharach, a red wine so called from a town m the 
Lower Palatinate, named by the Romans on account of the celebrity of 
its wine, Bacchi at a the altar of B icchus 1 his w me w is famous 
from an eaily peuod Pope Lneas by hms imported i tun of it e\ery 
year to Rome and the Lmpeioi Ymcelsus confened then freedom on 
the citizens of Niuembuigh loi four c i<*hs annually 
§ A white wine produced from the \mcyaids m the neighbourhood 
of Hockheim a ullage abo\c Miyence on the II lyne Dr Kish 
explain^ ‘hoccamoie as old hock, but it is merely a coiruption of 
hocklieimei , the propei name of the wine 

|| A strong beei m ide m Bi unsw ick It enjoy ed <?o high a reputation 
m Butlers time, that the pioccss of the manufictuic was said to have 
been kept seciet, and the men who brewed it weie lined ioi 1 fc Gcneial 
Monk obtained the receipt for making it at the Coin t of Brunswick 
This curious document is puseived m the Harlnan Miscellany i 5^4, 
and runs as follows — To make a vessel of sixtj -three gallons the 
watei must be hist boiled to the consumption of a thud p ut Let it 
then be bi owed, according to art, with se\en bushels of wdi eat malt, 
one bushel of oat meal, and one bushel of ground beans , and when it 
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With tli’ imconti oiled deciees of fate 
To vicfcoiy necessitate. 

With which, although they lun oi bjm, { 
They unavoidably letum, 

Or else then sultan populaces 
Still sti angle all then louted bass is f 
Quoth Hudibi as, I undei stand 
What tights thou niean’st at sea and land, 
And who those weie that lun away, 

And yet gave out tli’ had won the day , 
Although the xabble soueed them foi t, 

0 ei head and eats, in mud and dut 
’Tis tiue oni modem way of wai 
Is grown moie politic by fai,J 


is tunned, let not the hogsheads he too full it first, when it begins to 
work, put 1o it of the inmrrmd of the iu thiec pounds, of the tops of 
hi and bn ch, each one pound of undinu>b‘>)iedictu.'> dried thicehmd- 
ful& Hauers of rosa win, two handfuls of burnct, betonv, mujoram 
avens penny joy il, flowers of eldci, wild thyme, of each one handful 
and a lulf seeds of cat da mum biuised, tluce ounces ba> beines 
bruised, one ounce put the seeds into the ves&cl when the liquoi 
hath wi ought awhile w ith the herbs and iftu they lie added, let the 
liquor woik over the vessel -is little is miy be fill it up at list and 
when it is stopped put into tin hoc, head ten new -laid cgss, the shells 
not cracked oi bioken stop ill clo-e and dunk it it two )eus old, 
if earned by watu it is beitei Ihis old practice ot mixing i gicat 
variety of mgicdiuits m the manufactuie of ilmost ever} kind of 
bevei age has been long since ibandoned and the mum of the piesent 
day is made moie in accoi dance with modem unpi ovements It is ot 
consideiuble strength Ins a gieater pioportion of malt than is oidi- 
nanly used in beer and m the piocess of mmufacture is hoilcd with 
a laige quantity of bops I he ongm of the name is doubtful , some 
denvc it fiom the German mimme owing to its intoxicating qualities 
which pioduced silence by 1 enduing those who clrank it me ipablc ot 
speech, othus sa> it is a couiriction of the name of Ghustnn 
Mummei of Biunswicl by whom it is sud to hive been flist biev ed 
* Apparently alluding to the destruction of Poph mi s ships at Kin- 
sale — bee ante p 197, note § 

t Ihe commandets. in the aimies of the Sultan, who generally sen- 
tenced them to the bowstnng when they suflaed a cleleat 111 battle 
X Oui ‘modem wav of wir’ it> moie fully tieatedby Butler m the 
following lines, exti acted fiom his Cormnonplate Bool by Dr N ish 

For lisrhtmg now is out of mode. 

And stiatagems the only load 
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But not so resolute and bold, 

Nor tied to lionoui, as the old 
Bor now they laugh at giving battle, 

Unless it be to heids of cattle, 

Oi fighting convoys of pi o vision, 

The whole design o’ the expedition, 

And not with downright blows to rout 
The enemy, but eat them out 
As fighting, m all beasts of prey, 

And eating, aie pei formed one way, 

To give defiance to then teeth, 

And fight then stubborn guts to death, 

And those achieve the highest renown, 

That bung the othei stomachs down 
There’s now no feai of wounds nor maiming, 
All dangeis aie i educed to famine, 

And feats of aims to plot, design, 

Suipuse, and stiatagem, and mme, 

But have no need nor use of couxage, 

Unless it be for glory, or foiage 
For if they fight 9 tis but by chance, 

When one side venturing to advance, 

And come uncivilly too neai, 

Aie chaiged unmercifully’ 1’ tli’ leai, 


Unless m th out of-fashion wars, 

Of barbarous lurks ana Founders 
All feats of arms are now reduced 
To chousing or to beiug choused , 

They light not now to oveitlnow. 

But gull 01 eircuim cnt x foe 
And watch at small *id\ antages 
As if they fought a game of chess 
And he s approved the most deseivmg 
Who longest can hold out at starving 
Who makes best fucasees of cats 

Of frogs and and mice and rats 

Potage of vermm and ragouts 
Of trunks and boxes and old shoes 
And those who, like th immortal Orods, 
Do never eat, have still the odds 
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And foiced, with terrible lesistance, 

To keep heieaffcer at a distance, 

To pick out ground t’ encamp upon, 
Wheie stole of laigest nvers lun, 

That seive, instead of peaceful bameis, 

To pait th.’ engagements of then wamois, 
Wheie both fiom side to side may skip, 
And only encounter at bo-peep 
Tor men aie found the stouter-heaited, 
The certamei they ’re to be parted, 

And theiefore post themselves m bogs, 

As th’ ancient mice attacked the fi ogs/ 
And made then mortal enemy, 

The watei-iat, then stuct ally t 
3?oi ’tis not now who’s stout and bold ? 

Eut who heirs hungei best, and cold? 

And he’s appioved the most deseivmg, 
Who longest can hold out at staining, J 
And he that louts most pigs and cow b, 

The foimidablest man of piowess § 

So th’ ompeioi Caligula, 

That tnumphed o’ei the Entish sea, 

Took cubs and oysteit. pnsoneis. 

And lobsteis, || ’stead of cunasiers, 


* Alluding to Homer’s Battle of the Fiog ? and Mice 
t The Dutch, who favoured the Pnliament In his Description of 
Holland Butlei speaks of the Dutch as men 

That dwell m ships, like swarms of lats, and prey 
Upon the goods all nations fleets convey 
t This couplet occurs m the lines just quoted fi ora the Common- 
place Bool, ante , p zoo, fiom which the whole descnption m the 
text seems to he diawn 

§ A sneer, perhaps on Venables and Penn of whom it was observed, 
that m their expedition against the Spam aids at St Domingo, in 
1 655, they exercised their valour only on horses asses and such like, 
slaughtering all they met, and de\ourmg then skins and enti ails — N 
[| A regiment of Ilazelng s w is called by the name of Ins I obsters 
* Hazelrig s lobsteis’ says Cleveland, alluding to the defe it at Round- 
way Down, ‘weie turned mto ctabs, and ciavlcd backwards’ — 
Character of a London Dnimal 
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Engaged Ins legions m fiei ce bustles, 

With penwmkle% pi awns, and muscles. 
And led his tioops with fuiious gallops, 

To charge whole legrments of scallops, 
hTot like then ancient way of wai, 

To wait on his tnumplial eai , 

But when he went to dine 01 sup, 

More biavely ate his captives up, 

And left all wax, l>y his example, 

Bednced to victim g of a camp well * 

Quoth Balph, ‘ By all that \ou have said, 
And twice as much that I could add, 

5 Tis plain you cannot now do worse 
Than take this out-of-fashioned course, 

To hope, by stiatagem, to woo hei, 

Oi waging battle to subdue hei , 

Though some have done it m romances, 
And banged them into amoious fancies 
As those who won the Amazons, 

By wanton diubbmg of their bones, 

And stout Bmaldo gained Ins bud© 

By coui ting of her back and side t 
But since these times and feats aie ovei, 
They aie not foi a modem lotci, 

When nnsti esses aie too cioss-giamed, 

By snch addi esses to be gained, 

And if they weie, 'would have it out 
With many anotliei land of bout 
Theiefore I hold no coin se s’ infeasible, 

As this of foice, to win the Jezebel, 

To storm hei heait by tli 5 antique chauns 
Of ladies eiiant, foice of arms. 


* Caligula, collecting his aimy on the sen-shore m ordei of battle 
suddenly oidered them to gatliei shells, which he calhd the spoils of 
the ocean as if by that piocecdmg he had made a, conquest of the 
British sea 

t The allusion is to the Rmnldo of las e o, but the application of 
the story is not quite accurate 
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But lather stixve by law to win her. 

And tiy the title you have m her 
Youi case is cleai, you have hei word, 

And me to witness the accoid. 

Besides two more of hei letinue 
To testify what passed between you , 

Moie probable, and like to hold, 

Than hand, 01 seal, or hi eakmg gold, * 

Eoi winch so many that renounced 

Then plighted contracts, ha-ve been tiounccd, 

And bills upon lecbid been found, 

That forced the ladies to compound, 

And that, unless I miss the matter, 

Is all the business you look aftei t 
Besides, encounters at the bai 
Axe biavei now than those m wai. 

In which the law does execution, 

With less disoidei and contusion, 

Has moie of honom m ’t, some hold, 

Hot like the new way hut the old, 

When those the pen had dixwn togcthei, 
Decided quail els with the leather, 

And winged at lows killed as d< ad 
And moie tlim bulkts now oi lcid 
So ill then combats now, as then, 

Aie managed clnehy by the pen, 


* See\ol 1 p 63 note § Bent com gnen as a pledge of kwe, w s 
called ‘bowed, money 1 1ms, m i tract ol the ige of Rli/abc h 
4 taking ioith a bowed groxt and an old penny bowed, he gaie it ha 
as being sent fiom hei uncle and aunt — Coney-Catchuu/ Xo brt ik 

money at paitmg, each keeping one hilf as, a bond of fidelity, w is th 
common piactice of lo\ei In an old play the liciome who hu> 
been false to her lovei m hib absence, imagines, she sees bis ghost, 
and evclaims — 

It stales beckons, points to the piece of gold 
e biake between us 

The Von Brea! a, m i 

t Th it is, Ralph ach ises the knight to seek foi d images ag unst the 
widow by an action foi breach of piomise 
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That does the feat, with bravei vigours, 

In woids at length, as well as figuies, 

Is judge of all the world performs 
In voluntaiy feats of aims, # 

And whatsoe’er’s achieved m fight, 

Defcei mines which is wrong oi right 
Fox whether you prevail, 01 lose, 

All must he tiled theie m the close, 

And theiefoie ’tis not wise to shun 
What you must tiust to eie ye \e done 
The law, that settles all you do, 

And marnes wheie you did but woo, 

That makes the most peifidious lover, 

A lady, that’s as false lecover, 

And if it judge upon youi side, 

Will soon extend hei foi your bnde,* 

And put her peison, goods, 01 lands 
Oi which you like best, mt’ your hands 
Toi law’s the wisdom of all ages, 

And managed by the ablest sages, 

Who, though then business at the bai 
Ee but a kind of civil wax, 

In which th’ engage with fieicer dudgeons 
Than e’ei the Grecians did, and Tiojans, 
They nevei manage the contest 
T’ impan then public mteiest, 

Or by then conti oveisies lessen 
The dignity of then piofession 
3 STofc like us biethien, who divide 
Our common- wealth, the cause, and side , 
And though we’re all as neai of kindled 
As th’ outwaid man is to the mwaid, 

We agiee m nothing, but to wi angle 
About the slightest fmgle-fangle, 


* To extend, m law, me ms to value lands, taken by a writ of 
extent m satisfaction of a debt, or to levy an execution on lands The 
meaning heie is to levy an extent on the lady 
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While lawyeis have rnoie sobei bense, 
Than t* aigue at then own expense, 

But make then best advantages 
Of otheis’ quail els, like the Swiss 
And out of foreign conti over sies, 

By aiding both sides, fill then puises. 

But have no interest m the cause 
For which th* engage, and wage the laws, 
Nor fmther prospect than their pay, 
Whetlier they lose 01 win the day 
And though th’ abounded m all ages, 
With sundry learned cleiks and sages y 
Though all tlien business be dispute, 
Which way they canvass eveiy suit, 

Th’ have no disputes about then ait, 

Noi m polemics contioveit. 

While all piofessions else aie found 
With nothing but disputes t’ abound 
Divines of all soits, and physicians, 
Philosopheis, mathematicians, 

The Galemst, and Paiacelsian,t 
Condemn the way each othei deals m , 
Anatomists dissect and mangle, 

To cut themselves out work to wrangle, 
Astiologeis dispute then di earns, 

That m their sleeps they talk of schemes , 
And heialds stickle who got who, 

So many hundred years ago 


V 13 a Swiss i that professes mercenary arms, will fight for him 
that gives him best pay, and, like an Italian bravo, will fall foul on 
any mans reputation that he receives a retaining fee against — 
Butler — Char act® of a Lawyer 

f G-alen was bom m the year 130, and died m 2,00 —See some 
account of Paracelsus, ante, p 3-, note t I he opposition m their 
systems lies between the use of medicines chiefly piepared by decoction 
fiom heibs and roots, as leeommended by G-alen, and the mineral 
preparations advocated by Paracelsus and his followers The foimcr 

were called Galenical, and the latter chemical medicines 
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But lawyeis are too wise a nation 
T’ expose their tiade to disputation, 

Oi make the busy labble judges 
Of all then seciet piques and giudges. 

In which, whoever wins the day, 

The whole profession’s suie to pay * 

Beside, no mountebanks, noi cheats, 

Dare undeitake to do their feats, 

When m all othei sciences 

They swarm like insects, and mciease 

Boi what bigot durst ever diaw, 

By mwaid light, a deed m law 2 
Or could hold forth, by revelation, 

An answer to a declaiatxon^ 

Bor those that meddle with then tools, 

Will cut then fingeis, if they’ie fools 
And if you follow their advice, 

In bills, and answers, and replies, 

They’ll wiite a love-letter m chancery, 

Shall bring her upon oath to answei ye, 

And soon reduce her to b’ youi wife, 

Or make her weary of her life ’ 

The knight, who used with tucks and shifts 
To edify by Balpho’s gifts, 

But m appearance cued him down, 

To make them better seem his own, 

All plagiaries’ constant course 
Of sinking, when they take a puise, 

Besolved to follow his advice, 

But kept it from him by disguise, 

And, after stubborn contradiction, 

To counterfeit his own conviction, 

And, by transition, fall upon 
The resolution as his own 


* That ib, that the lawyers, when they quarrel amongst them- 
selves, are too sagacious to let the public know an} thing about it, 
being well aware of the distrust d disgrace such disclosures would 
bung upon the whole profession 
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Quoth he, ‘ This gambol thou advisest 
Is, of all otlieis, the uu wisest , 

Foi, if I think by law to gam her, 

Tlieie’s nothing sillier noi vpmei 
’Tis but to hazaid my pietence, 

Wheie nothing’s ceitam but tk’ expense, 

To act against myself, and tiaveise 
My suit and title to her favouis, 

And if she should, which heaven foibid* 

O’eitluow me, as the fiddlei did, 

What aftei-couise have I to take, 

’Gainst losing all I have at stake 2 
He that with injury is gneved, 

And goes to law to be xelieved, 

Is sillier than a sottish chouse, 

Who, when a thief has robbed his house, 

Applies himself to cunning men, 

To help him to his goods again , * 

When all he can expect to gam, 

Is but to squandei more m vam 
And yet I have no othei way, 

But is as dithcult to play 

For to 1 educe hei, by nmn foice 

Is now m vam , by fan means, worse , 

* In Butlers MS the following stnctures on law} ers are wntten 
under these lines — N 

More nice and subtle than those wire drawers 
Of equity and justice, common lawyers, 

W ho never end, hut ahva\ s prune a suit 
To make it bcir the gi eater store of fimt 

As labouring men their hands, cneis their lungs, 

Port erb then backs, lawyers hue out thur tongues 
A tongue to mire and gam accustomed long, 

Grows quite insensible to right oi wiong 

The humorist that would ha^ e had a trial. 

With one that did but look upon his dial, 

And sued him hut for telling of his i lock, 

And sayiug, ’twis too fast, or slow it struck 

The substance of the first and second of these stanzas %ull be found m 
nearly the same words m Butlei’s Character of a Lawyer 
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But worst of all to give hei over, 

Till she’s as desperate to recover 
For bad games aie thrown up too soon, 
Until they’ie nevei to be won, 

But since I have no other couise, 

But is as bad t’ attempt, 01 worse, 

He that complies against his will, 

Is of his own opinion still, 

Which he may adhere to, yet disown, 
Foi reasons to himself best known , 

But ’tis not to b’ avoided now, 

For Sidrophel resolves to sue, 

Whom I must answei, 01 begin. 
Inevitably, fiist with him, 

Foi I’ve leceived adveitisement, 

By times enough, of his intent, 

And knowing he that hist complains 
Th’ advantage of the business gams , 
Foi couits of justice undei stand 
The plaintiff to he eldest hand, 

Who what he pleases may aver, 

The othei nothing till he sweai , 

Is freely admitted to all giace, 

And lawful favour, by his place. 

And, foi his bunging custom in, 

Has all advantages to win 
T, who resolve to oveisee 
Ho lucky opportunity, 

Will go to counsel, to advise 
Which way t’ encountei or surprise, 
And, after long consideration, 

Have found out one to fit th’ occasion, 
Most apt for what I have to do, 

As counsellor, and justice too ’ * 


* The early annotatox says that the chaxacter here drawn was intended 
for one Edmund Prideaux Dr Giey obseivet, that it could not have 
been the Pndeaux who was Attorney-general to the Commonwealth, 
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And truly < 30 , no doubt, be was, 

A lawyei fit foi such a case, 

An old dull sot, who told the clock, t 
For many years, at Bndewell-dock, 

At Westminstei, and Hicks’s-hall, 

And Incuus doctiu 6 % played m all, 

Wkeie, m all governments and times, 

II’ bad been both fuend and toe to dimes, 
And used two equal ways of gaming, 

By bmdeimg justice, 01 maintaining 
To many a wboie gave pnvilege. 

And whipped, foi want of quait-eiage, 
Cait-loads of bawds to piison sent, 

Foi being behind a foitmght’b lent. 

And many a tiusty pnnp and ciony 
To Puddle-dock, § foi want of money 
Engaged the constable to seize 
All those that would not bieak the peace, 
ISToi give him back his own foul woids, 
Though sometimes commoneis, or loids, 
And kept ’em pusoneis of couise, 

Foi being sobei at ill hours, 

That in the moinmg be might fiee 
Oi bind ’em ovei for Ins fee , 

Made monsteis fine, and puppet-plays, 

Foi leave to piactise m then ways. 
Fanned out all cheats, and vent a shaie 
With th’ headboiougk and scavenger. 


and Commissioner of the Great Seal, a man of high position and 
excellent reputation 

* Ihi& couplet is given m all the editions as the termination of the 
speech of Hudibias, an obvious erroi 
t Di Na->h sajb that the puisne judge was called the Tell clock it 
being supposed that he had little more to do tnan to sit m Ins couit 
counting the horns 

t Jaigon, like hocus pocas , of the juggleis, supposed by some 
■writers to he a conuption of he est inter doctos 

§ There was a jail here for petty offenders — G 
II BUTLER 14i 
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And made the dirt i’ th’ stieets compound, 
For taking up the public giound,^ 

The kennel, and the king’s highway, 

[Foi being unmolested, pay , 

Let out the stocks and wliippmg-post 
And cage, to those that gave him most , 
Imposed a tax on bakeis’ eais,t 
And f ot false weights on chandelers , 

Made victualleis and vintners tme 
[For aibitiaiy ale and wme,^ 

But was a kind and constant friend 
To all that legularly offend, 

As residential y bawds, 

And biokeis that receive stol’n goods, 
That cheat m lawful mystenes, 

And pay chuich duties, and his fees, 

But was implacable and awkwaid, 

To all that intei loped and hawkeied § 

To this biave man the knight lepaus 
Foi counsel m his law-affairs, 


* By which it is insinuated that he commuted for a bribe the 
penalty attached to the nuisance 

t Bakers weie liable to have their ears cropped foi light weights, 
and this coirupt justice is again, represented interposing foi a con 
sideration between the law and the delinquent 

t lor selling ale or wine without licence, or by less than the statu- 
table measure — N Oi by ‘ aibitraiy ale ind w me’ is meint spurious 

mixtures sold under the names of ale and wme Next this lie does 
his country bignal service m the judicious and mature legitimation of 
tippling licences, that the subject be not imposed upon with illegal and 
arbitiaiy ale — Character of a Justice of the Peace 
§ That is, that he fa\ouied the otknccs of those who kept houses, 
took out licences, and paid rates and taxes but showed no mercy to 
hawkers and pedlars, and such like vagi ant offenders, who interfered 
with the regular tiade of rogueiy The passage is clearly explained m 
Butlers Character of a Justice of the Peace, dieady quoted, m which the 
whole description, with additional particulars, is expanded into prose 
‘He uses gieat caie and modeiation m punching those that offend 
regulailj by then calling, as icsidentiaiy bawds and incumbent pimps, 
that pay p msh duties, shopl eepers that use const m t if il&e weights and 
measures, these he rather piunes that they may glow the better, than 
disables but is veiy severe to liawkeis apd mtei ]opeis, that commit 
iniquity on the b>e 



UDIBRAS 


m 


And found him mounted m his pew, 

With books and money placed, for show, 

Like nest-eggs to make clients lay. 

And foi his false opinion pay 

To whom the knight, with comely grace. 

Put off lus hat, to put his case, 

Which he as pioudly entertained, 

As th 5 other couiteously strained, 

And, to assuie him ’twas not that 
He looked foi, bid him put on ’s hat 
Quoth he, * Theie is one Sidropliel 
Whom I have cudgelled ’ — i Yeiy well’ — 
f And now he biags t’ have beaten me’ — 

* Bettei, and better still,’ quoth he — 

‘ And vows to stick me to a wall, 

Wheie’ei he meets me’ — ' Best of all’ — 

‘ ’Tis tiue the knave has taken ’s oath 
That I robbed him ’ — c Well done, in tiotli’ — 

‘ When h’ has confessed he stole my cloak, 

And picked my fob, and what he took , 

"Which w as the cause that made me bang him, 
And take my goods again’ — ‘ Many, ~ hang him — 
‘ Now, whethei I should befoiehand, 

Sweai he lobbed ute ? — < I understand’ — 

‘Oi bnng my action of conveision 

And tro^ei foi my goods V . — c Ah, whoieson 1 ’ — 

‘ Oi, if ’tis better to endite, 

And bung him to his tnaH’ — f Bight’ — 

‘ Pi event what he designs to do, 

And sweai for th’ state against linn'?’ — f Tiue’ — 

‘ Or whether he that is defendant, 

In this case, lias the bettei end on’t , 

Who, putting m a new cioss-bill, 

May travel se the action — c Bettei still’ 

£ Then theie’s a lady too ’ — f Ay, many — 
c That’s easily pioved accessary, 


* See vol 1 p 130, note* 

14—3 
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A widow, who by solemn vows, 

Contracted to me foi my bpouse, 

Combined with him to break hei woid, 

And has abetted all’ — ‘ Good Loid 1 ’ — 
f Suborned th’ afoiesaid Sidiophel 
To tamper with the devil of hell, 

Who put m’ mto a hoi 1 id feai, 

Feai of my life’ — ‘ Make that appeal ’ — 

( Made an assault with fiends and men 
Upon my body’ — * Good again’ — 

‘ And kept me in a deadly flight, 

And false impiisonment, all night 
Meanwhile they lobbed me, and my hoise, 
And stole my saddle’ — ‘ Woise and woise ’ 

‘ And made me mount upon the baie ndge, 
T’ avoid a wi etcliedei miscainage 5 

1 Bn,’ quoth the lawyei, c not to flatter ye, 
You ha\e as good and fair a battery 
As heait can wish, and need not shame 
The proudest man alive to claim 
Foi if th’ h?te used you as you say, 

Many, quoth I, God give you joy, 

I would it were my case, I’d give 
Moi e than 1 11 say, or you’ll believe 
1 would so ti ounce her, and her puise, 

I d made liei kneel for better oi woise, 

Foi matumony, and hanging here, 

Both go by destiny so clear, 

That you as suie may pick and choose, 

As cross I win, and pile you lose w 
And if I duist, I would advance 
As much m ready maintenance,*)* 

As upon any case I’ve known, 

But we that pxactice daie not own 


* See ante p 57 note * 

f Assisting a partv m a suit m which the person rendering the 
assistance has no interest Ibis interference is illegal, and constitutes 
a punishable often ce 
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Tlie law seveiely contrabands 
Oui taking business off men s bands , 

’Tis common banatiy, that beais 
Point-blank an action ’gainst oui eai s, 

And eiops them till there is not leatbei 
To stick a pen m left of eithei , 

Poi w lucli some do tlie suinmei-sault, 

And o’ei the bai, like tumbleis, vault 
But you may sweat at any late, 

Things not m natuie, foi the state , 

Foi m all courts of justice heie 
A witness is not said to sweat, 

But make oath, that is, m plain teims, 

To foige whatevei he aftims’ 

f I thank you,’ quoth the knight, c foi that, 
Because ’tis to my pui pose pat, 

Poi justice, though she’s painted blind, 

Is to the weakei side inclined, 

Like chanty, else light and wiong 
Could never hold it out so long 
And, like blind foi tune, with a sleight, 

Convey men’s mteiest, and light, 

Eiom Stiles’s pocket into Nokes’s, 

As easily as hocu s poacs, + 

Plajs fast and loose, makes men obnoxious, 

And cleai again, like Juoguu> duotius J 
Then whethei you would take hei life, 

Oi but lecovei hei foi youi wife, 

* Exciting and encoui aging lawsuits and quaiiel^ In Scotch law, 
barrttry is the enme committed by a judge whom influenced, m his 
judgment by a bnbe 

f In all pi ob ability a coiiuption of hoc est cor jpns by way of ridicu- 
lous imitation oi the pncsts of the Church of Pome m their tuck of 
tr-insubbtantiatlon — I illoxson Kale** says tint the oiigm ot the 

teim seenib, aitei \ irious attempts, to be rightly diawn from the 
Italian jugglcis who sud Ochus* Bochus, m rcfucnce to a famous 
magician oi those names Hocus to cheat, comes torn this phrase 
and Malone suggests that the modem woid hoax has the same 
origin 


t See ante, p z 09, note t 
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Oi be content with what she h , 

And let all othei matters pass, 

The business to the law’s alone, 

The piool is all it looks upon, 

And you can want no witnesses, 

To swear to anything you please,' 

That hardly get their mere expenses 
By tli’ labour of their consciences, 

Oi letting out, to hue, their ears 
To affidavit-customers, 

At mconsideiable values, 

To serve for juijmen or tales, f 
Although retained m th’ haidest matteis 
Of tiustees and admimstiatois 9 

1 Poi that 5 quoth he, * * * § let me alone , 

W’ have stole of such, and all oui own, 

Bred up and tutoied by our teachers, 

Th’ ablest of conscienee-stietcheis 9 

‘ That’s well,’ quoth he, 6 but I should guess, 
By weighing all advantages, 

Youi suiest way is hist to pitch 
On Bongey^ foi a watei -witch, 

And when y’ have hanged the conjurer, 

Y’ have time enough to deal with hex 
In th’ interim spare for no tiepans 
To diaw her neck into the banns, 

Ply hex with love-letteis and billets, 

And bait ’em well for qunks and quillets, § 


* Alluding to the Knights of the Post — See vol i p <58, note { 

t dales cle circnmstantibus , spectators, m court fi om whom the sheriff 
selects persons to supply the place of jurors, who have been empanneled, 
but have not ittended 

X The name of a learned Francisan of the thirteenth century, who 
w is reputed by the common people to de tl m magic 

§ A sly tuck, or turn m argument, or excuse That this is the 
meaning of the woid all the examples piove but though it seems so 
familiar, and is so common this little word has sorely teazed the 
etymologists X suspect, ifter all that B nley’s is the best derrv ation 
He s iy B it i» for qmbblet, as a diminutive of quibble — N vres The word 
is frequently used by bhakspeai e, and invariably m this sense 
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With tiams t’ inveigle, and suipxise 
Her heedless answeis and xeplies, 

And if she miss the mouse-tiap lines, 

They’ll seive for other by designs , 

And make an aitist understand, 

To copy out hei seal, 01 hand , 

Oi find void places m the papei, 

To steal m something to entiap hex , 

Till, with her woildly goods, and body, 

Spite of hex heaxt, she has endowed ye 
Betam all sox ts of witnesses, 

That ply i’ th’ Temple, undei tiees, 

Oi walk the lound, with knights o’ th’ posts. 
About the ci oss-1 egged knights, then hosts, v 
Or wait for customeis between 
The pillar-iows in Lmcoln’s-mn ,t 
Wheie vouchers, foigeis, common-bail, 

And affidavit-men ne’ei fail 
T* expose to sale all soits of oaths, 

According to then ears and clothes, 

Then only necessaiy tools, 

Besides the Gospel, and then souls, 

And when y* aie furnished with all purveys, 

I shall be leady at youi seiviee’ 

<1 would not give,’ quoth Hudihias, 

4 A stiaw to undei stand a case, 

Without the admnable skill 
To wind and manage it at will , 

To veei, and tack, and steer a cause, 

Against the weathei-guage of laws, 

* Alluding to the monument 4 effigies of the Knights Templars m 
the Round Chinch The lawyers frequently gave i itemews to then 
clients m the Round , and w tlLmg the Round indicates the custom of 
the witnesses who loitered about waiting to he hired We have a hint 
of the starvation they sometimes underwent, by the leference to their 
cross-legged host§ It is equivalent to saving that they dmed with 
Duke Humphiey 

t It was xlso usual for lawvers to resort to the crypt under Lincoln s- 
ran chapel, where, we here learn, the knights of the post used to ‘ wait 
for customers ’ 
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And ring tlie changes upon cases. 

As plain as noses upon faces , 

As you have well instructed me, 

Foi which y' have earned, — beie ’tis, — yoiu fee 
I long to piactise your advice, 

And tiy the subtle aitifice, 

To bait a lettei, as you bid’ — 

As, not long aftei, thus he did, 

Toi, having pumped up all his wit, 

And hummed upon it, thus he wnt * 

*■ This canto, m which the subtleties of the pi ofcssion are so skilfully 
exposed, may be appropmtdy tcimimted by the anathema with 
which Butler concludes hit. Char cicta of a Lawyer, the only instance in 
which lie has introduced \ else into Ins piose wi ltmgs The leadci w ill 
percene that some of these lines lecui in the dialogue between the 
1 night and the lawyei — 

Great critics m a novermt unn er<n, 

‘ Know all men by these presents liow to curse ye 
Pedants of said and foies ud, and both Flinches, 

Pedlars, and Polvie, may those mu end benches 
Y ispne to be the stocks, and may >e be 
No moie called to the bar, but pilloiy , 

Ihithci m triumph mj ye backwaid ride, 
lo ha\ e j our ears most justly crucified, 

And cut so close, until there be not leather 
Lnougli to stick a pen m left of either , 

Then will >our consciences join errs, and wit 
Be like Indentures 1 npaitite cut fit , 

May youi horns multiply , and grow is great 
As 111 it which does blow pact before ) oui meat , 

Maj \arlets be youi bnbers now and do 
I he same to jou they h t\e been done unto 
Ihats Law and Gosptl too nny it pio\e true, 

I hen they sh ill do pump-justice upon you 

And when y* are shaved and powdered jon shall fall, 

'Ihiown o er the bai as tliej did o er the wall, 

Nem to n«e again, unless it he 
To hold > oui hands up foi your rogueiy , 

And when } ou do so, maj the} be no le s 
Sealed by the hangman, than }oui conscience's 
May youi gowns swaim until >ou can deteimme 
I he strife no moie between jouisehes and \einnn, 

Than you have none between youi clients purses — 

Now kneel and tike the last and woist of euiscs 
M iy you be honest when it is too late — 

That is, undone Jie only way you hate 
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I WHO was once as gieat as Osssai, 

Am now i educed to Nebuchadnezzar / 

And fiom as famed a eonqueioi, 

As evei took degiee m wai, 

Oi did Ins exeicise m battle. 

By you turned out to glass with cattle 
Foi since I am denied access 
To all my eaithly happiness, 

Am fallen fiom the paiadise 
Of youi good giaccs, and fail eyes, 

Lost to the woild, and you, I’m sent 
To evei lasting banishment, 

Wheie all the hopes I had t’ have won 
Youi heait, being dashed, will bieak my own 
Yet if you weie not so seveie 
To pass youi doom befoie you heai, 

You d find, upon my just defence, 

How much y’ have wionged my innocence 
That once I made a vow to you, 

Which yet is unpeifoimed, ’tis tiue. 

But not because it is unpaid 
’Tis violated, though* delayed 
Oi if it weie, it is no fault 
So heinous, as you’d lime it thought, 

To undeigo the loss of eais, 

Like vulgai hackney peijuieis, 

For theie’s a diffeience in the case, 

Between the noble and the bise, 

Who always aie obsemed t’haie done’t 
TJpon as diffeient an account, 

The one foi gieat and weighty cause, 

To salve m honour ugly flaws, 

Foi none aie like to do it soonei 
Than those who he nicest of then honour 


* Darnel iv 3 s, 33 
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Tlie other, foi base gam and pay, 
Foisweai and peijuie by tlie day, 

And make th* exposing and retailing 
Their souls and consciences a calling 
It is no scandal, noi aspersion, 

Upon a gieat and noble peison, 

To say, he natmally abhoned 
Th’ old-fashioned tuck to keep his -word, 
Though ’tis perfidiousness and shame 
In meaner men, to do the same 
For to be able to foiget, 

Is found moie useful to the great 
Than gout, or deafness, or bad eyes 
To make ’em pass foi wondious wise 
But though the law, on peijureis, 
Indicts the forieituxe of ears, 

It is not just, that does exempt 
The guilty, and punish the innocent , 

To make the eais repair the wiong 
Committed by th’ ungovezned tongue, 
And when one member is forsworn, 
Another to be ciopped or tom 
And if you should, as you design, 

By couise of law, recover mine, 

You he like, if you consider light, 

To gam but little honoui by’t 
Foi he that foi his lady’s sake 
Lays down his life, or limbs at stake, 
Does not so much deserve hex favoui, 
As he that pawns his soul to have her 
This y 5 have acknowledged I have done, 
Although you now disdain to own , 

But sentence what you xatliei ought 
T esteem good seivice than a fault 


* Dr Nash proposes to read ‘ th innocent This does not much 
mend the line, which it would still leave with a syllable m excess It 
is only by some such extreme experiment as that of reducing the 
word guilty’ to one syllable that the measure can be adjusted 
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Besides, oatlis are not bound to beai 
That literal sense tbe words infei, 

But, by tbe piactice of the age, 

Ate to be judged how fai tk’ engage, 

And where the sense by cubtom ’s checked, 
Aie found void, and of none effect, 

Bor no man takes 01 keeps a vow, 

But just as he sees otheis do. 

Nor aie they obliged to be so buttle, 

As not to yield and bow a little 
Bor as best-tempeied blades aie found, 
Befoie they break, to bend quite round, 

So tiuest oaths are still most tough, 

And, though they bow, are bieakmg pi oof 
Then wheiefoie should they not b’ allowed 
In love a greater latitude 2 
Bor as the law of aims appioves 
All waj'S to conquest, so should love’s , 
And not be tied to true 01 false, 

But make that justest that pievails 
Bor how can that which is above 
All empire, high and mighty love, 

Submit its great prerogative, 

To any othei powei alive 2 
Shall love, that to no crown gives place, 
Become the subject of a case 2 
The fundamental law of nature 
Be over-ruled by those made after 2 
Commit the censure of its cause 
To any, but its own great laws 2 
Love, that’s the world’s preservative, 

That keeps all souls of things alive, 

Conti ols the mighty powei of fate, 

And gives mankind a longer date, 

The life of nature, that restoies 
As fast as time and death devours, 

To whose free-gift the woild does owe 
Not only eaith, but heaven too 
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For lore’s tlie only tiade that’s duven, 
The intei est of state in heaven, 

Which nothing hut the soul of man 
Is capable to enteitain 
For what can eaith pioduce, but lore, 
To repiesent the joys above ? 

Or who but loveis can convex se, 

Like angels, by the eye discouise^ 
Addiess, and compliment by vision, 
Make lo\ e, and couit by intuition 2 
And burn m amorous flames as fierce 
As those celestial ministers 1 
Then how can any thing offend, 

In oi dei to so great an end^ 

Oi hearen itself a sin lesent, 

That fot its own supply was meant ^ 
That ments, m a kind mistake, 

A paidon foi th’ offence’s sake * 

Oi if it did not, hut the cause 
Wei e left to tli’ mjuiy of laws, 

What tyianny can disappi ove 
Theie should be equity m love' 2 
Foi lawb, that are inanimate, 

And feel no sense of love oi hate, 

That have no passion of their own, 

Noi pity to be wrought upon, 

Aie only piopei to inflict 
Revenge on cummals as stnet 
But to have powei to foi give, 

Is empne and pieiogvfcive, 

And ’tis m ciowns a nobler gem 
To grant a paidon, than condemn 
Then, since so few do what they ought, 
’Tis gieat t’ indulge a web-meant fault, 


* Ihe eaily annotator explains tin- passige as follow b ‘ In itgard, 
children aie capable of bung inhabit mtb ot hcav n theicfoie, it 
should not resent it as a cume to bupply btoie ot mhxbitants loi it’ 
I Ins explanation overlooks the sophibtiy of the leasoiung 
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Fox why should lie who made addi ess, 

All humble ways, without success, 

And met with nothing m leturn 
But insolence; affionts and scorn, 

Not strive by wit to countei mine, 

And biavely cany his design? 

He who was used so unlike a soldiei, 

Blown up with plnlties of love-powder. 

And aftei letting blood, and puiging, 

Condemned to voluntary seouigmg, 

Alaimed with many a horud flight, 

And cliwed by goblins iu the night, 

Insulted on, reviled and jeeied, 

'With rude invasion of his heaid, 

And when oui sex was foully scandalled, 

As foully by the rabble handled. 

Attacked by despicable foes, 

And diubbed with mean and vulgar blow r s. 

And, aftei all, to be debari ed 
So much as stindmg on his guard, 

When hoises, being spuned and pricked, 

Have leave to kick foi being kicked? 

Oi why should you, whose mothei-wits 
Aie furnished with all peiqui sites, 

That with your breeding teeth begin, 

And musing babies that he m, 

B’ allowed to put all tucks upon 
Our cully sex, and we use none? 

We, who have nothing but frail vows 
Against your stratagems t* oppose, 

Oi oaths, more feeble than your own, 

By which we are no less put down? 

You wound, like Partlnans, while you fly. 

And kill with a retreating eye , 

Bet ire the moie, the moie we pi ess, 

To draw us into ambushes 


* Foolish 
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As pnates all false colours wear, 

T’ mtrap tli’ unwary mariner. 

So women, to surprise us, spread 
The bon owed flags of white and led. 
Display ’em thicker on their cheeks, 
Than then old giandmothers, the Piets, 
And laise moie devils with their looks, 
Than eon] ui ei s’ less subtle books 
Lay tiams of amorous mtugues, 

In towers, and cuils, and penwigs, 

With gi eater ait and cunning reaied, 
Than Philip ISTye’s thanksgiving beard , r 
Prepobt’rously t’ entice and gam 
Those to adoie ’em they disdain, 

And only diaw ’em m to clog, 

With idle names, a catalogue 
A lover is, the more he’s biave, 

T’ his mistress but the moie a slave, 1 
And whatsoevei she commands, 

Becomes a favour from hei hands, 
Which lie’s obliged t’ obey, and must, 
Whethei it be unjust or just 


* Philip Nye was a member of the Assembly of Divines and as re- 
maikable for his beaid as for his fmaticism He was educated at 
Oxford, and, after he took his decree tiav elled into Holl xnd, letuinmg 
home m 1 640 a v lolent Pi e&b) terian W e next find him in Scotland pro- 
moting the Covenant and next becoming a furious pi each er amongst 
t-he Independents He was piomoted to Dr Fcatlej s living at Acton 
is said to have gone to chuich there eveij Sunday, m a sort of 
triumphal manner, m a coach drawn by four horse* Lilly, whom he 
attacked m the pulpit denouncing both the astiologci and his art, 
speaks of him contemptuously * One Mi Nye of the Assembly of 
Divines a Jesuitical Presbyterian,’ [this was written befoie Nye, like 
Cromwell became an Independent] ‘ bleated forth his judgment publicly 
Against me and astrology , to be quit of him, I ui ged Causmus the 
Jesuit’s approbation of astiology, and concluded, Sic canibu<t eatulos 
— Life Butler devoted an entire poem (see vol m ) to Philip Nye s 
Thanksgn mg Bend 

t This was certainly the case with Monk, who as Nash observes 
though nc\ ei afraid of bullets, was often ternfied by the fuiy of liib 
’wife The couplet may have been intended to have that application 
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Then, when he is compelled by hei 
T’ adventures he would else foibeai, 

Who, with his honour, can withstand, 

Since foice is gieatei than command 2 
And when necessity’s obeyed, 

Nothing can be unjust 01 bad 

And theiefoie, when the mighty poweis 

Of love, oui gieat ally, and youi’s, 

Joined foices not to be withstood 
By fiail enamouied flesh and blood, 

All I have done, unjust 01 ill, 

Was m obedience to youi will, 

And all the blame that can be due 
Falls to your ciuelty, and you 
Nor aie those scandals I confessed, 

Against my will and intei est, 

More than is daily done, of couise, 

By all men, when they he undei force 
Whence some, upon the lack, confess 
What th* hangman and then prompteis please, 
But aie no sooner out of pain, 

Than they deny it all again 
But when the devil turns confessoi, 

Tiuth is a ciime he takes no pleasme 
To heai 01 pai don, like the foundei 
Of liars, whom they all claim undei * 

And therefoie when I told him none, 

T think lfc was the wiser done 
Nor am I without precedent, 

The fiist that on th’ adventuie went, 

* St John vni 44 

As liais, with long use of telling lies 
I oi get at length if they aie true or false, 

So those that plod on anything too long 

Know nothing whether th* are in. the right or wiong 

For what aie your demonstrations else, 

But to the higher poweis of sense appeals, 

Sense that th unden alue and contemn 
As if it lay below thur wits and tin m 

BuileXx’s Commonplace Bool 
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All mankind evei did of course, 

And daily does the same, 01 voise 
Foi what lomance can show a lover, 

That had a lady to lecovei, 

And did not steei a neaiei couise, 

To fall aboaid m his amouis'* 

And what at hist was held a crime, 

Has turned to honouiable m time 
To what a height did infant Rome, 

By lavishing of women, come 
When men upon then spouses seized, 

And freely mamed wheie they pleased 
They ne’ei foiswoie themselves, nor lied, 

Noi m the mmd they weie m, died, 

Noi took the pains t* addiess and sue, 

Nor placed the m asquei ade to woo 
Disdained to stay for ft lends’ consents, 

Noi juggled about settlements , 

Did need no licence, noi no pnest, 

Noi friends, noi kindred, to assist, 

Nor lawyeis, to join land and money 
In the holy state of matumony, 

Before they settled hands and heaits, 

Till alimony or death depaits,+ 

Nor would enduie to stay, until 
Th’ had got the aery bude’s good will, 

But took a wise and shorter comse 
To win the ladies — down tight foice. 

And justly made ’em pusoneis then, 

As they have, often since, us men, 

With acting plays, and dancing pgs, 

The luckiest of all love’s mtugues, 

And when they had them at then pleasure, 

They talked of love and flames at leisure , 

* Alluding to the Dupe of the Sabines 
f Thus printed in some editions of the Priyci Boole, afterward 
alteied ‘till death us do part ’ Some editions re id ‘ till alimony, c 
death them parts — N 
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Foi after matnmony’s ovei, 

He that holds out but half a lover, 
Deseives, for every minute, moie 
Than half a yeai of love before , 

Foi -which the dames, m contemplation 
Of that be&t way of application, 

Proved noblei wives than e’ei weie known, 
By suit, 01 treaty, to be won/ 

And such as all postenty 
Could nevei equal, noi come nigh 
Foi women fiist weie made foi men, 

Hot men for them t — It follows, then, 

That men have right to eveiv one, 

And they no fieedom of then own, 

And theiefoie men have powei to choose, 
But they no chartei to lefuse 
Hence ’tis appaient that what couise 
Soe’ei we take to youi amouis, 

Though by the mdirectest v ay, 

’Tis no injustice 01 foul play, 

And that you ought to take that couise, 

As we take you, foi bettei 01 voise, 

And gxatefully submit to those 
Who you , befoie anothei, chose 
Fox why should every savage beast 
Exceed his gieat loid’s interest^ 


* The Snbme women, when their countijmen came m arms to 
demand then libei ation, rushed between them and the Romans, and 
with tears and entieaties, peisunded the combatants mto a lecon- 
ciliation 

t Woman in the beginning, as ’tis said, 

To be a help to min was chiefly made. 

Then ought not women much to be commended, 

Who answei to the end for which they were intended? 

Cllvel vnd — IVhy Women were made 
X Man of all creatures the most fierce and wild 
That e\ei God made, or the devil spoiled. 

The most courageous of men, by want, 

As well as honour, are made valiant — Butler’s MS 
II BTTTIkEE ~ 15 
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Have freer power than he, m giace 
And nature, o’er the creatuie has? 

Because the laws he since has made 
Have cut off all the power he had, 

Betienched the absolute dominion 
That natuie gave him ovei women. 

When all his powei will not extend 
One law of natuie to suspend, 

And but to offer to lepeal 
The smallest clause, is to repel 
This, if men rightly undei stood 
Their privilege, they would make good, 

And not, like sots, permit then wives 
T’ encroach on their pieiogatives, 

For which sin they deseive to be 
Kept, as they are, m slaveiy 
And this some piecious gifted teacheis, 
TJnreverently leputed lecheis, A 
And disobeyed m making love, 

Have vowed to all the woild to piove, 

And make ye suffer as you ought, 

Foi that uncharitable fault 
But I forget myself, and rove 
Beyond th’ mstiuctions of my love 
Forgive me, Fan, and only blamo 
Th’ extravagancy of my flame, 

Since ’tis too much at once to show 
Excess of love and tempei too , 

All I have said that’s bad and tiue, 

Was nevei meant to aim at you, 

Who have so soveieign a conti ol 
O’er that pool slave of youi’s, my soul, 

That, rather than to foifeit you, 

Has ventuied loss of heaven too , 

* The notorious Case, Hugh Peters, and Dr Burgess are mentioned 
ns coming conspicuously within this description Some chniges brought 
against Peters were of a veiy flagrant character 
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Both with an equal powei possessed, 

To lendei all that seive you blessed, 

But none like him, who’s destined eithei 
To have 01 lose you both together , 

And if you’ll but this fault lelease, 

Poi so it must be, since you please, 

I’ll pay down all that vow, and moie, 

Which you commanded, and I swoie, 

And expiate, upon my skin, 

Th’ aneais m lull ol all my sm 
Bor ’tis but just that I should pay 
Th’ accruing penance foi delay, 

Which shall be done until it move 
Your equal pity and your love x 

The knight, pei using this epistle, 

Believed h’ had bi ought her to his whistle, 

And read it, like a jocund lover, 

With gieat applause, t’ himself, twice ovei , 
Subscubed his name, but at a fit 
And humble distance, to his wit, 

And dated it with wondious ait, 

4 Given fiom the bottom of his heait,’ 

Then sealed it with his coat of love, 

A smoking faggot — and above, 

Upon a scroll — 4 1 burn, and weep’ — 

And neai it — £ foi her Ladyship, 


* We have an accurate counterpart of the knight, as he appears in 
this mercenary transaction drawn by Butler m his Character of a JFoou 
lie piosecutes his suit against his mistress as clients do a suit m law, 
and does nothing without the advice of his learned counsel, omits 
no advantage for want of soliciting, and, when he gets her consent, 
ovei throws her He endeavour s to match his estate, rather than him- 
self, to the best advantage, and if his mistress s fortune and his do hut 
come to an agreement, their persons are easily satisfied, the match is 
soon made up, and a cross marriage between all four is piesently 
concluded He has a great desiie to beget money on the bod> of 
a -woman, and as for any other issue is %ery indifferent, and cares not 
how old she be, so she be not past money-bc mug ’ 


15—3 
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Of all her sex most excellent, 

These to her gentle hands piesent 5 ' 

Then gave it to his faithful squire, 

With lessons how t’ obseive, and eye liei 1 
She hist considered which was bettei, 
To send it hack, or burn the letter 
But guessing that it might nnpoit, 

Though nothing else, at least hei spoit, 
She opened it, and read it out, 

With many a smile and leenng flout, 
Besolved to answei it m kind, 

And thus performed what she designed 


* This elaborate supei seuption was mthe common form of the daj a 
little exaggerated Ihe cncumstantial details of sealing and super- 
scribing may possibly have suggested the following passage to Loid 
Bjion — 

This note was written upon gilt edged p iper 
With a neat little ciow quill slight and new , 

Her small white hand could haidly icach the taper. 

It trembled as m ignetic needles do, 

And yet she did not let one tear escape her , 

The seal a sun-flow ei * Ellc vaus suU pa) tout* 

The motto cut upon a white cornelian 
The wax was superfine, its hue vcimilion 

Don Juan, i 1 98 

f Similar instructions are given by Don Quixote to Sancho Pm/a, 
when the squire is sent on a similar mission * Go then, auspicious 
youth and have a care of being d united, when thou apjnoaehest the 
beams of that refulgent sun of beauty Obsu\e and cngiavo m thy 
memoiythe manner of this reception , markw hethu hei colour changes 
on the delivery of thy commission, whether ha looks belriy any 
emotion or concern when she heais my nime In shoit, obsei vt all 
her actions, evei> motion, e'veiy gcstuie , loi by the act matt relation 
of these thing*,, 1 shall divine the secrets of liei breast, and dr iw just 
inferences, so iar as this nnpoits to my amoui * 
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rpHAT you’ie a beast, and turned to glass, 
Is no stiange news, nor evei was, 

At least to me, who once, you know, 

Did from tlie pound replevin you, 

When both your swoicl and spuis weie won 
In combat, by an Amazon, 

That swoid that did, like fate, determine 
Th’ inevitable death of veiinm, 

And never dealt its fuuous blows, 

But cut the thi oats of pigs and cows, 

By Trulla was, m single fight, 

Disaimed and wrested fiom its knight, 

Youi heels degraded of your spuis, 

And m the stocks close pusoners, 

Where still they’d lam, m base icstiamt, 

If I, m pity ot your complaint, 

Had not, on honourable conditions, 

Bel eased ’em fiom the woist of pi isons, 

And what leturn that favoiu met, 

You cannot, though you would, foiget, 
When being fiee, you stiove t’ evade 
The oaths you had m puson made, 
Foiswoie } oui self, and hist denied it, 

But aftei owned, and justified it, 

And when y’ had falsely broke one vow, 
Absolved y oui self, by bieakmg two 
Foi while you sneak mgly submit, 

And beg foi paidon at our feet, 
Discouiaged by your guilty feais, 

To hope for quaitei, foi youi ears, 

And doubting ’twas m vam to sue, 

You claim us boldly as your due, 

Declare that treacheiy and foice, 

To deal with us, is th’ only couise. 

We have no title nor pretence 
To body, soul, 01 conscience, 
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But ought to fall to that man’s sliaie 
That claims us foi his piopei waie 
These are the motives which, t’ induce, 
Or flight us into love, you use, 

A pietty new way of gallanting, 

Between soliciting and i anting, 

Like sturdy beggais, that mtieat 
For chanty at once, and thieat 
But since you undeitake to prove 
Your own piopnety m love, 

As if we weie but lawful prize 
In war, between two enemies, 

Or forfeitures which every lovei, 

That w ould but sue for, might recovei 
It is not hard to understand 
The mysteiy of this hold demand, 

That cannot at our persons aim, 

But something capable of claim 
’Tis not those paltiy counterfeit 
French stones, which m oui eyes you set, 
But our light diamonds, that impute 
And set youi amoious hearts on fne, 
dSToi can those false St Martin’s beads* 
Which on our lips you lay for leds, 

And make us wear like Indian dames, 
Add fuel to your scorching flames, 

But those tiue rubies of the rock, 

Which m our cabmets we lock 
’Tis not those orient peails, oui teeth. 
That you are so transported with, 

But those we weai about our necks 
Pioduce those amoious effects 


* TJpon the site of the old collegiate church of St Wartm s le Grand, 
'which was demolished upon the dissolution of the mon istcries a 
numbu of persons established themselves, pnncipally foreigner, md 
earned on a considerable manufacture of artificial si ones, beads* md 
counterfeit jewellery The ai tides Abritated m tins place were called 
b> its name, to distinguish them fiom the genuine articles they were 
intended to imitate 
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Nor ls’t those threads of gold, our hail. 

The periwigs you make us weai , 

But those hught guineas in our chests, 

That light the wildfh e m your bi easts ' 

These lore-tucks I’ve been reised in so, 

That all then sly intrigues I know, 

And can umiddle, by then tones, 

Their mystic cabals, and jaigones, 

Can tell what passions, by then sounds, 

Pme for the beauties of my giounds, 

"What laptuies fond and amoious, 

O’ th’ charms and giaces of my house, 

What ecstacy and scorching flame, 

Bums foi my money in my name, 

What from th unnatuial desire 
To beasts and cattle, takes its fire , 

What tendei sigh, and tucklmg teai, 

Longs foi a thousand pounds a-year, 

And languishing tianspbrts aie fond 
Of statute, mortgage, bill, and bond 

These aie th* attiacts which most men fall 
Enamoiued, at first sight, withal, 

To these th* rddiess with seienades, 

And court with balls and masquerades, 

And yet, foi all the yearning pain 
Ye’ve snfieied for then loves m vam, 

I feai they’ll piove so nice and coy, 

To have, and t’ hold, and to enjoy, 

That all youi oaths and labour lost, 

They’ll ne’er turn laches of the post t 
This is not meant to disapprove 
Your judgment, m your choree of love, 

* Di Grey quotes a coi responding passage fiom the Spanish romance 
of Don lanse, punted in 16S6 ‘ M> covetousness exceeding my love, 
counselled me, that it was better to lia\e gold m money, than m threads 
of hair and to possess pearls that lesembled teeth, than teeth that 
were like peails ’ 

f That is, thev will never become the instruments of your wishes — 
they will never bind themselvcb to you by an oath 
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Wlneli is so wise, the gieatest pait 
Of mankind study ’t as an art, 

For love should, like a deodand, * 

Still fall to th* owner of the land , 

And wheie there’s substance foi its ground, 
Cannot but be more fhm and sound 
Than that which has the slightei basis 
Of any vntue, wit, and giaces, 

Which is of such thin subtlety, 

It steals and cieeps in at the eye, 

And, as it can’t enduie to stay, 

Steals out again as nice a way + 

But love, that its exti action owns 
Fiom solid gold and precious stones, 

Must, like its shining parents, pio\e 
As solid, and as glonous love 
Hence ’tis you have no way t’ expiess 
Our chaims and giaces but by these, 

Foi what aie lips, and eyes, and teeth, 
Which beauty invades and conquers with, 
But lubies, peailb, and diamonds, 

With which a philtre-love commands'* 

This is the way all paients piove. 

In managing their children’s love, 

That foice ’em t’ mtermairy and wed, 

As if th’ weie burying of the dead, 

Cast eaith to eaith, as m the g5ave,J 
To join in wedlock all they have, 


* Literally a thing given to God , hence any personal chattel that 
was the immediate occasion of the death of a hum m bung was foifeit( d 
to the king, to be applied to pious uses 'I he Gi own, however, fre- 
quently granted this right to individuals, within ccrtun limits, or 
annexed it to lands, bj which it became invested m the lord ol the 
minor 

f bee ‘Love’s Catechism,’ m the Beaux Shatar/em 
% The Bunil Ofhce, observes Dr Grey, was scandalously ridiculed 
One Brooke, a London lecturei, at the burial of a Mi Gough, used the 
following profanity — 

Ashes to ashes, dust to dust, 

Here s the pit, and m thou must 

Mututuu, ItusticuSf No j> 
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And, when the settlement’s in force, 

Take all the lest for bettei or worse. 

Tor money has a power above 
The stars, and fate, to manage love, 

Whose anow&, learned poets hold, 

That nevei miss, aie tipped with gold * 
And though some say, the patents claims 
To make love m their childien’s names, — 
Who, many times, at once provide 
The nuise, the husband, and the bride, 
Teel darts and chaims, attiacts and flames, 
And woo, and contract, m then names, 
And, as they chusten, use to marry ’em, 
And, like their gossips, answei foi ’em , — 
Is not to give m matiimbny, 

But sell and pi ostitute for money, 

’Tis bettei than their own betiothmg, 

Who often do ’t foi woise than nothing, 
And when they ’re at their own dispose, 
With gieatei disadvantage choose 
All this is light, but, foi the couise 
You take to do ’t, by haud of foice, 

’Tis so ridiculous, as soon 
As told, ’tis nevei to be done, 

ISTo moie than setter st can betiay, 

That tell what tucks they are to play 
Mamage, at best, is but a vow, 

Which all men eithei bieak, 01 bow. 

Then what will those fozbeai to do, 

Who perjuie when they do hut woo? 

Such as beforehand sweai and lie, 

Tor earnest to their tieacheiy, 

And, lather than a cume confess, 

With greater strive to make it less 


* Ovid gives Cupid two sets of arrows, one, of gold, and the other of 
lead the former to inspire love, the latter aversion 
t Originally, setter was a term applied to an accuser It aftei 
wards came to be employed m the sense of one who is set to w itch, 
vpy, or ensnare a victim 
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Like thieves, wlio, after sentence past, 

Maintain then innocence to the last , 

# And when then crimes weie made appeal, 

As plain as witnesses can swear, 

Yet when the wretches come to die, 

Will take upon then death a lie 
ISTor are the vntues you confessed, 

T’ your ghostly fathei as you guessed, 

So slight as to he justified, 

By being as shamefully denied , 

As if you thought youi woid would pass, 
Pomt-blank on both sides of a case, 

Oi ci edit were not to be lost 

B’ a brave kmght-enant of the post. 

That eats peihdiously Ins woid, 

And sweais his eais thiough a two inch boaid, v 
Can own the same thing, and disown. 

And peijuie booty pto and ton , 

Can make the Gospel serve Ins turn, 

And help him out to be forsworn, 

When tis laid hands upon, and kissed, 

To be betiayed and sold, like Chust 
These are the vntues m whose name 
A light to all the woild you claim, 

And boldly challenge a dominion, 

In giace and natuie, o’ei all women, 

Of whom no less will satisfy, 

Than all the sex, yoiu tyranny 
Although you’ll find it a haicl province, 

With all your ciafty frauds and covins, f 
To govern such a numeious ci ew. 

Who, one by one, now govern you, 

Bor if you all weie Solomons, 

And wise and gieat as he was once, 

* He will swear his ears thiough. an inch board ’ — Character of a 
A maht of the Post That is m the commou plmse, he will swtai 
through thick and thin, to attain hit, object 

t Covm a collusive agreement between two or more persons to 
defiaud others 
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You’ll find they ’ie able to subdue, 

As they did him, and baffle you 
And if you aie imposed upon, 

’Tis by your own temptation done, 

That with youi ignoiance invite, 

And teach ns how to use the sleight 
Foi when we find y’ aie still moie taken 
"With talse attiacts of our own making, 
Swear that’s a lose, and that’s a stone, 

Like sots, to us that laid it on, 

And what we did but slightly pume, 

Most ignoiantly daub in lhyme, 

You foice us, m oui own defences, 

To copy beams and influences , 

To lay pei lections on the giaces, 

And chaw attiacts upon oui faces. 

And, m compliance to youi wit, 

Your own false jewels counteifeit 
Foi, by the piactice of those aits 
We gam a greatei shaie of heaits, 

And those desei\e m leason most, 

That greatest pams and study cost 
Foi gieit perfections aie, like heaven, 

Too ncli a present to he given 

Noi aie those master -sti okes of beauty 

To be peifoimed without haid duty, 

Which, when they he nobly done, and well, 

The simple natuial excel 

How fan and sweet the planted rose, 

Beyond the wild m hedges glows i 

Foi, without art, the noblest seeds 

Of flowois degenerate into weeds 

How dull and rugged, eie ’tis giound 

And polished looks a diamond 1 

Though paiadisc weie e’ei so fan, 

It was not kept so without ctre 

The whole woild, without art and di ess, 

Would be but one gieat wilderness, 
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And mankind but a savage held, 

Foi all that natuie has oonfeired 
This does but lough-hew and design, 

Leaves ait to polish and lefme 
Though women hist weie made foi men, 

Yet men were made foi them again 
For when, out-witted by his wife 
Man hist turned tenant but foi life, 

If woman had not intei vened, 

How soon had mankind had an end * 

And that it is m being yet, 

To us alone you are m debt 
And wheie’s youi libeity of choice, 

And oui unnatural no-voiced 
Since all the pnvilege you boast, 

Falsely usurped, oi vainly lost/ 

Is now our light, to whose cieation 
You owe youi happy restoration 
And if we had not weighty cause 
To not appeal m making laws, 

"We could, m spite of all youi tucks, 

And shallow foimal politics, 

Foice you our managements t’ obey, 

As we to youis, m show, give way 
Hence ’tis, that while you vunly stme 
T’ advance youi high pieiogative, 

You basely, aftei all youi biaves, 

Submit and own youi selves oui slaves, 

And ’cause we do not make it known, 

Nor publicly oui interests own, 

Like sots, suppose we liave no sliaies 
In ordeung you, and voui affans, 

When all youi empne, and command, 

You have from us, at second hand, 

As if a pilot, that appeals 
To sit still only, while he steel s, 

* A slight liberty has been taken with this line to rectify the metre 
In all previous editions it is printed And 1 ilsety usuipcd/ &c 
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And does not make a noise’ and stu, 

Like eveiy common mannei, 

Knew nothing of the caid, noi star, 

And did not guide the man of wai 
N 01 we, because we don’t appeal 
* In councils, do not govern theie, 

While, like the mighty Piestei John/ 

Whose pei son none daies look upon, 

But is pieseived m close disguise, 

From being made cheap to vulgar eyes, 

W’ enjoy as laige a powei, unseen, 

To govern him, as he does men, 

And, m the light of oui Pope Joan, 

Make emperois at oui feet fall dovn, 

Or J oan de Pucelle’s bravei name, 

Our right to arms and conduct claim , 

Who, though a &pinstex ,1 yet was able 
To serve Fiance foi a giand constate,! 

We make and execute all laws. 

Can judge the -judges, and the cause, 

Piescuhe all rules of right 01 wiong, 

To th’ long robe, and the longei tongue, 

’Gainst which the woild has no defence, 

But our moie powei ful eloquence 

* An absolute momrch who ruled over the people of Tenduc, m 
Asn, iftei the manner of the old oriental despots, pi eserv mg gie it 
state, and suffering his peison to be seen by his subjects only three 
times i year He is said to have had seventy kings for his vassals 
f In a cunous tiact recently punted for puvate circulation by M 
Octive Delepicne, entitled Do ate Ilistonque, a remaikable document 
discovered m the seventeenth century m the archives of Met/ is cited 
to prove that the Maid of Orleans not only survived her supposed 
execution at Rouen, m 1431, but affcu wards became the wife of a 
knight, with whom she resided at Metz Collateral evidences are 
drawn, from other sources by M Delcpitrre, m support of this state- 
ment, which, if The testimony it rests upon be authentic, reduces one of 
the most widely accredited passages m history to a mere fable 

t All this is a satire on Chailes II , who was governed so much by 
his mistresses particularly this lme seems to allude to his French mis- 
tress, the Duchess of Portsmouth, given by that court, whom she 
served m the important part of governing Charles as they directed — 
WARBUKTOjN 
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We manage things of gieatest weight 
In all the woild’s affans of state , 

Are mmisteis of wai and peace, 

That sway all nations how we please 
We rule all chinches, and then flocks, 
Heietical and oithodox, 

And aie the heavenly vehicles 
O’ th’ spirits m all coirv enticles 
By us is all commei ce and tiade 
Improved, and managed, and decayed. 

For nothing can go off so well, 

Nor Tbeais that price, as what we sell 
We mle m eveiy public meeting, 

And make men do what we judge fitting, 
Aie magistrates m all gieat towns, 

Wheie men do nothing but weai gowns 
We make the man of war stuke sail, 

And to our biaver conduct vail 
And, when h’ has chased his enemies, 
Submit to us upon his knees * 

Is theie an officer of state, 

Untimely laised, 01 magistiate, 

That’s haughty and impel ious *1 
He’s but a journeyman to us, 

That, as he gives us cause to do’t. 

Can keep him m, 01 turn him out 
We aie your guaidians, that mciease, 

Or waste your foi tunes how we please, 
And, as you humoui us, can deal 
In all youi matteis, ill 01 well 
’Tis we that can dispose alone, 

Whether your heirs shall be your own. 

To whose integrity you must, 

In spite of all your caution, trust. 

And, less you fly beyond the seas, 

Can fit you with what heirs we please ,+ 


* Monk is, probablj , again indicated here 
t See ante, p 8 <5, note * 
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And force you tf own them, though begotten 
By .French \alets, or lush footmen 
aSTor can the ngoiousest coui&e 
Pievail, unless to make us woise. 

Who still, the hai&her we aie used, 

Aie fuither ofif* fiom being reduced, 

And scorn t’ abate, foi any ills, 

The least punctilios of our wills 
Foice does but whet our wits t 9 apply 
Aits, bom with us, foi remedy, 

Which all your politics, as yet, 

Have ne’ei been able to defeat 
For, when y 9 have tried all sorts of wa} s, 
What fools do we make of you m plays 2 
While all the favouis we afiord, 

Aie but to girt you with the sword, 

To fight orn battles m our steads, 

And have your brains beat out o’ your heads , 
Encounter, m despite of natuie, 

And fight, at once, with fire and water, 

With pnates, locks, and stoims, and seas, 

Oui pude and vanity t’ appease , 

Kill one anothei, and cut thioats, 

Foi our good giaces, and best thoughts, 

To do youi exeicise foi honour, 

And have your biams beat out the sooner. 

Or cracked, as learnedly, upon 
Things that are never to be known, 

And still appear the more industrious, 

The more your projects are preposteious. 

To square the circle of the aits, 

And run staik mad to show your parts. 
Expound the oiacle of laws, 

And turn them which way we see cause. 

Be our solicitors and agents, 

And stand for us in all engagements 
And these are all the mighty powe 
You vainly boast to cry down ours. 
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And what m leal value’s wanting, 
Supply with vapounng and i anting 
Because youi selves are temfied, 

And stoop to one anothei’s pnde, 
Believe we have as little wit 
To be out-hectoi ed, and submit 
By youi example, lose that light 
In tieaties, which we gained m fight , x 
And ternfied into an awe, 

Pass on ourselves a salique law. 

Or, as some nations use, give place, 
And tiuckle to your mighty race, 

Let men usurp th’ unjust dominion, 

As if they were the bettei women 


* England, m every penod of liei histoiy ha>s been thought more 
successful m war than m negoti itions Congreve, r< llcctmg on Queen 
Anne s last mmistiy, m Ins Epistle to Lord Cobh am, sa> s — 

Be far that guilt, be never known th it shame, 

That Bntam should retract her rightful cl 11m, 

Or stam with pen the triumphs of her sword — N 
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HISTORY OF ENGLAND DURING THE 
REIGN OF GEORGE THE THIRD. 

BY WILLIAM MASSEY, M P 

TKe First Volume, 12s 
To be completed in Four Volumes Octavo 


‘It has been my aim m nndei taking this woik, to illustrate 
not only the political and milit iry, hut the social histoiy of Eng 
land, during the penod to winch it icfeis The public tians actions 
of the reign of George the Tlmd are now pci haps completely 
elucidated by recent publications and by documents which are 
easily accessible Tut the piogicss ol minnus is lobe tiaced 
through v tnous souices of mfoimition, which hive hitherto been 
little consulted by the piofesscd histon in I do not undertake 
to wnte m any detail the histuiy of India, of Iiehnd, of America, 
or of wais, eichof which is piopeily the subject of a separate 
woik but shall rcfei to these collateial topics to such an evtent 
only as is necessary for the puipose of the histoiy of England I 
shall also pass over lightly many occuircnccs which hive appeared 
to me to possess only a temporary mtucst , to lllusti ite no moral 
or political tiuth, 01 to Ime left no tuco m the institutions of 
the countiy, 01 m the mumeis of its inhabitants Instead of 
dwelling on such matters, I propose to follow with some minute 
ness the progress of society, and to describe the manners of its 
various oiders, the Court, the irislociacy the middle classes, and 
the labouring people ’ — Introduction 
1 



SONGS OF THE DRAMATISTS 

EDITED BY EOBEET BELL 

Second Edition, 2s 6d 

'This volume contains a collection of Songs fiom the English 
Dramatists, beginning with the wiiter of the hist legul u comedy, 
and ending with Shei id in The want of such a collection has 
long been felt, and th it it has never been supplied before must 
occasion sm prise to all readers who are acquainted with the riches 
we possess m this branch of lyncal poetry 

'The plan upon which the w oik is an waged furnishes the means 
of following the course of the drama histoncally, and tracing m 
its pi ogress the revolutions of style, manners, and moials thit 
maiked successive penods The songs of each dramatist are dis- 
tributed under the titles of the plays from which they *ire taken, 
and the plays are given m the order of then pioduciion Short 
biographical notices, and explanatory notes, have been introduced 
whercvei they appeared necessuy 01 desirable, but all super 
fluous annotation has been caiefully avoided 

' In the piepaiation of this volume, all known accessible sources 
have been exploied and exhausted The leseaich bestowed upon 
it cannot be adequately estimited by its bulk The 1 ibour which 
is not lepiesented m the ensuing pages considexably exceeded the 
laboui which has borne the fruit and floweis githeied into this little 
book Many hundreds of pla^s have been eximmed without 
yielding any results, or such only as m then nature were un iv wl 
able Some names will be missed from the catalogue of dramatic 
writers, and others will be found to contnbute less than might be 
looked for fiom then celebrity, but m all such cases a satisfic 
toiy explanation can be given Mazlowe’s plays, foi cximplc, do 
not contain a single song, and Greene’s only one Southerne 
abounds m songs, but they are furnished chiefly by othci wnteis, 
and aie of the most commonplace chaiacter Etheicgc h is several 
broken snatches of dnnkmg ih\ mes and choruses d inciug through 
his comedies, full of riotous animal spmts sowing to the height 
of all manner of extravagance, and adnm ibly suited to vcntilito 
the profligacy of the day, but for the most pirt they aic either 
unfit foi extiact, fiom their coarseness, or have not substanco 
enough to stand alone Wycherley’s songs are simply gross, and 
Tom Kilhgiew’s crude and artificial 

f On the other h ind, some things will be found here that might 
not have been anticipated A few pliys with nothing else m 
them worth preservation have supplied an excellent song and 
others that had long been consigned to oblivion by their dulness 
or depravity, have unexpectedly thrown up an occasional stanza 
of permanent value ’ — Advei tisement 
2 
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BY ALEXANDER BAIN, M A 

Octavo, 15s 


‘The object of tins tieatise is to give a full and systematic 
account ol two principal divisions of the science of mmd, — the 
Senses and the Intellect The lemaimng two divisions, com 
prising the Emotions and the Will, will be the subject of a futuie 
tie itise 

'While endeavouring to present m a methodical foim all the 
important facts and doctunes beai mg upon mmd, considued as 
a bianch of science, I hive seen reason to adopt some new views, 
and to depart m a few instances fa om the most usual an mgement 
of the topics 

' Conceiving that the time has now come when many of the 
sti iking discoveiies of Physiologies lelative to the neivous system 
should find a recognised pla^e m the Science of Mmd, I have de 
voted a sepai ite chaptei to the Physiology of the Biam and Nei ves 

'In tieituig of the Senses, besides lecogmsmg the so called 
muscuhi sense as distinct fiom the five senses, I have thought 
propei to assign to Movement and the feelings of Movement a 
position preceding the Sensitions of the senses , and have endea- 
voured to piove that the exercise of active energy originating m 
purely internal impulses independent of the stimulus pioduced 
by outwaid nnpi essions is a pnmuy fact of om constitution 

'Among the Senses, hive been here em oiled ind doscnbed 
with some degiee of minuteness the feelings connected with the 
various piocessos of oigmic life, — Digestion, Rcspnation, &c — 
which m ike up so luge i p ut ol individual h ippincss ind nu&eiy 

'A system itic plan h is been mtioduced into the description of 
the conscious states m gcnci il, so as to en ihle them to be com- 
paied ind clissificd with more precision thin heretofoie How- 
ever impel i cot maybe the first attempt to constiuct a Natural 
Hi&toiy of the Feelings, upon the basis of a uniform descriptive 
method, the subject of mind cannot attain a high scientific cha 
racter until some pi ogress has been made towaids the accomplish- 
ment of this object 

'In the department of the Senses, the Instincts, or primitive 
endowments of our mental constitution, are fully consideied 
and m endeavour mg to arnve at the original foundation, or first 
rudiments, of Volition, a tlieoiy of this portion of the mmd has 
been suggested 

' In treating of the Intellect, the subdivision into faculties is 
abandoned The exposition proceeds entirely on the Laws of 
Association, which are exemplified with minute detail and fol 
lowed out mto a variety of applications ’ — P? eface 
8 
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BY JOHN HTJLLAH, 

PROFESSOR OF VOCAL MUSIC IIS' KLNG-’S COLLEGE 

Royal Octavo, 2s 


‘ The theory developed in this Short Tieahse Ins no elnm, as 
the musical historian will know, to the ment 01 dement of 
novelty , but the mode of treatment may possibly open out to 
the piactical musician some new views of the rntuie ind powers 
of the Stave, and do something to check futuie attempts to cor 
rupt or supeisede it A candid study of the subject will pio 
babiy show that, so fir from being the clumsy md complc\ 
instrument described or imagined by phomgi apho s, the bf ive is 
one of the most peifect and simple of hum in indentions, and 
that any difficulties which may be found m the vophcition of its 
poweis belong, not to the thing itself, hut to the misunclcr 
standing and the misuse of it 

( These difficulties aie, howevoi, fully considei ed m the follow 
mg woik which, it is to be hoped, may piomote the object 
proposed m the title page, by serving ‘ is an Inti eduction to the 
Practice of Iteidmg ox Playing from , Scoie / m object which 
will repay w ith laige interest whatever tune or puns miy hr 
spent m itt lining it The vocal 01 mstuimcntal pci former 
whose attention has been chiefly concentiated on his own part, 
and the pianofoite playei who his had to content lmnsolf with 
‘ arrangements’ foi his instrument, m entenng on the study of 
the intact cieition of a musician — his Sroie — will evpcneneo 
pleasure md suipnse like thit of a scholai who dtci 1 ns 
curiosity has been stimulated by i fragment: 01 a ti mslation of a 
great liteiary woik, is put m possession of a pafect cop> of the 
original ’ — Pi eface 

Lorooir JOHN W PABKEK AND SON, Wlsi Swuad 
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The Spanish Conquest in America, and its 

Relation to the Histoiy of Slaveiy, and to the Govern- 
ment of Colonies By Artkuk Helps Odavo, with 
Maps Yolb I and II 28s 

Modern Painting at Naples By Lord 

Napier 4s 6 d 

Lectures on Education, delivered at the 

Royal Institution of Great BirUm One Volume, 
Ciown Octavo 6s 

On Medical Testimony and Evidence m 

Cwss ot Lunacy With m Essay on the Conditions of 
Mont il Soundness By Thom \s Mvio, MD,PRS, 
Fellow ot the Royal College of Phy slums, late Fellow 
ot Ouel College, 0\ioid 3s 6c£ 

Of the Plurality of Worlds An Essay 

Foui ill Edition With a Dialogue on the Subject and 
a New Pi elate 6s 

Remains of the late Bishop Copleston 

With some Reminiscences of his Life By the Arch- 
bishop ot Dublin Octavo, with Poitiait 10s Qd 
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Cheapen Edition One Volume 6s 
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Volume 6s 
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A Year with the Turks By Warington 
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6s 


The Mediterranean A Memoir, Physical, 

Histoncal, and Nautical By Bcai Admit al W II 
Smyth, D C L , Eoieign Secietai) oi the .Royal Society- 
Octavo 155 


Chancles A Tale, lllustiative of Private 

Life among the Ancient G-ieeks With Notes and Ev- 
ent buses Fiom the Get man of Piofissoi Bkklk 
C heapei Edition, enlai ged and leviscd 106 Gd 

Family History of England By G P 

Glfig, M A , Chaplain Gencial to the Foices Chcapoi 
Edition, Thiee Volumes 106 Gd 

Claudius Ptolemy and the Nile oi, an In- 

quny into that Geogiapher’s real Ment md speculative 
Enois, hib Knowledge of Eastern Afina, and the authen- 
ticity of the Mountains of the Moon By W 1) Coolia 
Octavo With a Map 45, 

Essays Written m the Intervals of Business 

Sixth Edition 5 s 
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Life of Mrs Godolphm By John Evelyn, 

Edited by Samuel, Loid Bishop of Oxfoid Thud 
Edition, with Poi trait 66 


Goethe’s Opinions on the World, Mankind, 

Liteiatme, Science, and Ait 35 6d 

Clara Monson A Tale of South Australia 

dui mg the Gold Eevei Two Volumes, 95 


Enends and Fortune By Anna Harriet 

Drury Second Edition 6s 

Light and Shade, or, The Young Artist 

By Anna H Drury 6s 

The Inn by the Sea Side An Allegory 

By Anna H Drury 2s 

Corregio a Drama By Adam Oehlen- 

sch lac lr Ti an slated by Theodore Martin, with a 
Pie lace and !Notes 35 


The Youth and Womanhood of Helen 

Tynel By the Authoi of 4 Biampton Hector^ ’ 6s 

Female Scnptuie Cliaiacters By the Yis- 

countess Hood 3s 6d 

The Four Gospels m One Narrative Ar- 

langed ty Two Feiekds 4s 6 d 
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NEW BOOKS AND NEW EDITIONS, 


Hypatia, or, New Poes with an Old Face. 

By C Kingsley, Hector of Eveisley Two Volumes 

IBs 

Digby Grand An Autobiography By 

Maj oi Whyte Melville Two Volumes 18s 

Yeast A Problem By C Kingsley, 

Eectoi of Eveisley Thud Edition 5s 

The Upper Ten Thousand Sketches of 

Amencan Society By A New Yorker 5 s 

Leaves from the Note-Book of a Naturalist 

By W J Broderip,FRS 10s Q>d 

Ancient and Modern Fish Tattle By the 

Rev C David Badham, MB, Fdlow of the Ro\ il 
College of Physicians, Cm ate of East Bagholt, Author 
of ‘The Esculent Funguses of England ’ 

Familiar History of Birds By Edward 

Stanlfy, D D , Bishop of Noiwieli Clicipei Edition 
450 pages, with 118 Woodcuts 3* 6d 

The Earth and Man , or, Physical Geo- 

giaphy m its Relation to the Ilistoij of M mkmd 
Slightly ibndged fiorn the woik oi Piofessoi GmoT, 
with Collections, Botes, and Index Cheap Edition 2b 

Lectures on Astronomy Deliveied at 

King’s College, London By HnsrRY Mosi-lia, M A , 
F R S , One of Her Majesty’s Inspeciois of Schools 
Cheaper Edition 3$ 6d 

Recreations m Chemistry By T Gnffiths 

Second Edition, enlaiged 5b 
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Recreations m Physical Geography By 

Miss E M Zorn lin Fouith Edition 6a 

World of Waters , or, Recreations m Hydro- 

logy By the bame Authoi Cheapu Edition 4 a bd 

Recreations m Geology By the same 

Autlioi Thud Edition 4a 6 d 

Recreations m Astronomy By Rev L 

Tcmussox, M A Thud Edition 4s G d 

Chemistry of the Four Ancient Elements, 

Fne, An, Eaitli, and Water By T Griitiths 4$ bd 

Travels m the Tiack of the Ten Thousand 

Gieeks, a Geogi aphical and Descriptive Account ol the 
Expedition ot Cynis By W E Ainsworth 7a bd 

Travels and Researches m Asia Minor, 

Mesopotamia, Chaldea, and Aimema By W F 
Ainsworth Two Vols , with Hlubtiations 24 $ 

Gazpacho, or, Summer Months m Spam 
By W G Cj vric, M A , Fellow of Tirnity College, 
Cambndge Chcapei Edition 5$ 

Auvergne, Piedmont, and Savoy a Summer 

Eamble By C E Weld 85 6d 

Arundmes Cami, sive Musarum Cantahngi- 

ensium Lusus Canon, collegit atque edidit Heneicus 
Drury, i\I A The Thud Edition 12$ 

Becker’s Gallus, or, Roman Scenes of the 

Time of Augustus, with Notes and Excm&us lllustiative 
oi Maimeis and Customs Second Edition 12$ 

Homeric Ballads the Greek Text, with a 

Metncal Tianslation and Notes By Di Mag inn bt > 



30 NEW BOOKS AND NEW EDITIONS, 

Neander’s Julian the Apostate and his 

Greneiation, an Histoucal Piotnie Tian-Jated by 
G- Y Coi, MA 3s 6cZ 

Dahlmann’s Life of Herodotus drawn out 

fiom his Book Tianslated, with Notes, by G Y Cox, 
MA 5s 

Readings m Poetry Cheaper Edition 

3$ Gd 

Readings m English Prose Literatuic 

Cheapei Edition 3$ 6d 

Readings m Biography Cheaper Edition 

3$ 6d 

Readings m Science Cheaper Edition 

3s Gd 

Readings from Shakspeare, edited by the 

Author of ‘ Aids to Development/ Ac U Gd 

Readings m Italian Prose Literature , with 

Biographical Sketches By G A Brz/i, Pioftssoi of 
Italian m Queen’s College 7s 

Student’s Manual of Ancient History, the 

Political History, Geogiaphical Position, and Social 
State of the Pnnupal Nations ot Antiquity By W 
Cooke Taylor, LL D Sixth and Chcapi i Edition G& 

Student’s Manual of Modern History, 

the Elbe and Piogiess of the Puncipal Euiopean Na- 
tions, then Political Histoiy, and the Changes m their 
Social Condition By Dr Taylor Pilth Edition 
10s Gd 

History of Mohammedanism, and the Prm- 
cipal Mohammedan Sects By W Cooke Taylor, LL D 
Cheaper Edition 4s- 
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Domesticated Animals considered with re- 

fei ence to Ci\ llwation and tlie Ai ts By Mae Y Roberts 
With. Illustiations Cheapei Edition 2s 6d 

* 

Wild Annuals, their Nature, Habits, and 

Instincts and tlie Regions they inhabit By the same 
With Illnstiations Cheapei Edition 2s 6 d 

Humboldt’s Travels and Discoveries m 

Amenca With Illustiationb 2 s 6d 

Captain Cook’s Yoyages, -frith Accounts of 

Pitcairn’s Island, and the Mntmy of the Bounty 2s 6 d 

Christopher Columbus, his Life, Yoyages, 

and Discoveiy of the New Woild With Illnstiations 
2s 6d 

Mungo Park; his Life and Travels with 

an Account of his Death, and of latex Discos enes 2s 6c? 

Bishop Hcber and his Works, with an 

A< count of Chnctun. MAaionb in India By J Chambers, 
MA 2s 6cJ 

Life of James Davies, a Yillage School- 

mastci By Bn Thomas Phillips Cheaper Edition 
2 a 6 d 

Cuvier and his Woiks , or, the Rise* and Pro- 

git&s of Zoology A Biogiaphy 2s 

Linn ecus and Jussieu, or the Rise and Pro- 

grcbb of Systematic Botany A Biography 2s 

Life of John Smeaton, and the History of 

Light-houses A Biography 2 a 

Sir Joseph Banks and the Royal Society. 

A Biography 2s 
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NEW BOOKS AND NEW EDITIONS 


Brampton Rectoiy , or, the Lesson of Life 

Second Edition Ss 6c? 

Compton Menvale By the Author of 

‘ Bi ampton Bectoiy * 8s 6c? 

The Cardinal Yirtues; or, Moials and 

Manneis Connected By Harrietts Campblix Twer" 
Volumes 7 s 

The City of God, a Vision of the Past, the 

Piesent, and the * Future By E Budge, Bectoi of 
Bratton 8$ 6 c? 

Tales and Stories from History By Agnes 

Strickland Cheaper Edition 5s 

Conversations of a Father with Ins Children 

Cheapei Edition 3.? 6c? 

First Sundays at Church Familiar Con- 

veuations on the Morning and Evening Soi vices By 
the Bev J E Biddle, M A Cheapei Edition 2s bd 

Light m Darkness, or, the Jtecouls of a 

Tillage Bectoiy Cheaper Edition 2s 6c? 

The Young Lady’s Fuend Cheaper Edi- 

tion, levised 2s bd 

* 

Pretty Lessons for Good Children , with 

Easy Lessons in Latin By Saha Cox riant, i Piith 
Edition, Impioved, with Additional Illusti aliens 2* 

Ethel Lea a Story By Anna King, 

Author of ‘ Horn b of Childhood ’ Cheapei Edition Is 6 d 

The Little Bracken Burners , a Tale By 

Lady Caixcott Cheaper Edition Is 0 d 


London JOHN W PARKER AND SON, Wswr Strand 



